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Dear Sir« 
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HILE my heart is following you witn 
a truly paternal solicitude through all the 
dangers of military life, in which you are 
thus early engaged, anxious for your safety 
amidst the instruments of death, and the far 
more dangerous allurements of vice, I feel a 
peculiar pleasure in being able at len£:th, 
though after such long delays, to put into 
your hands the memoirs with which I now 
present you. They contain many particu- 
lars, which would have been worthy of your 
attentive notice, had they related to a per- 
son of the most distant nation or age : but 
they will, I doubt not, command your pe- 
culiar regard, as they are sacred to^the me- 
mory of that excellent man from whoaoh Jou 

a 



liad the honour to derive your birth, and by 
"whose generous and affectionate care you 
have been laid under all the Obligatioof 
which the best of father's could confer on a 
most beloved son. 

Ilere^ Sir^ you see a Gentleman, yfho^ 
with all the advantages of a liberal and re- 
ligious education^ added to every natural 
accomplishment that could render him most 
agreeable^ entered^ before he had attained 
the stature of a man, on those arduous and 
generous services to which you are devoted, 
and behaved in them with a gallantry and 
courage which will always give a splendor 
to his name among the British soldiery, and 
reader him an example to all officers of hit 
jutnk. But, alas f amidst aU the intrepidity 
ef the martial Hero^ you see him vanquisb- 
td by the blandishments of pleasures, and 
in'cbas^ of it, plunging himself into follies 
and vicesv for which no want of educatiou 
OF genius could have been a sufficient ex- 
cuse. You behold him urging the ignoble 
and fatal pursuit, unmoved by the terrors 
'Wbich death was continually darting around 
hitn> and the most signal deliverances by 
which providence again and again rescued 
him from those terrors, till at length he was 
leclaimcd by an ever-memorable interpo9i- 
tiqn of divine grace. Then you have the 
plhnsure' of seeing him become in good 
earnest, a convert to Christianity, ud by 



•peedy advancea growio|;. yp ii4o one of iti 
brightest ornaments ; hu mmji eontiliaidl; 
filled with the great ideas which ttie gospel 
of our Red^mer 8Ugg;ests> and bringing the 
blessed influence of its sublime principle! 
into every relation of military and civil, of 
public and domestic life. You trace him 
persevering in a steady and imiform course 
of goodness through a long series of honour* 
able and prosperous years^ the delight of all 
that were so nappy as to know him, and, in 
his sphere, the most faithful guardian of 
his country; till at last, worn out with 
hono^urable' labours, and bjoken with in? 
firmities which they had hastened upon hini 
before the time, yoii see him forgetting them 
at once at the call of dutn^aod providence; 
with aH the generous ardour of his most vi* 
gorous da^s rushing on the enemies of reli* 
gton and liberty^ sustaining their shock witb 
the most deliberate fortitude^ when deserted 
by those that should have supported him, 
and cheerfully sacrificing the little'remaiiii 
of a mortal life in the triumphant views of as 
glorious immortality. . : 

This, Sir, it the noble object I present to, 
your view ; and you will^ I hope, fix yourt 
eye continually upon it^ and will never alloWi 
yourself for one day to forget that this iilus^ . 
trious man is Colonel Gardiner, yourever« 
honoured father, who having approved hja; 
fidelity to his deathj and received a crowa. 
' ' . a3 
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tvf fife^ •eeiiH^ as it ^ere^ by ^at yp<i Ji6r« 
tiead/ to he tMing out to yoxi from ihi 
tlood of witnesses with whith you are sui'- 
trounded^ and urging you, by every gene- 
row^ tender^ filial sentiment^ fo mark tba 
footsteps of his Christian jrace^ and strenu* 
iHisly to maintain that combat where the 
^ietory is thrf^gh divine grace certain^ and 
the prize ah eteitial Iringdom in the heavens. 
■ My hopcs^ Sir^ that all these powerful 
Motives will especjatty have their full ef- 
ficacy ^ yton^ are greatly encouraged by 
the Certainty whieh I have ot your being 
well aequltinted with the evidence of Chris- 
tianity id its full exterrt: a criminal igno- 
rance of which^ in the midst of great ad- 
vantages for learning them^ leaves so many 
of our young people a prey to Deism^ and 
•o to vice and rum^ vrhich generally bring 
«p its rear. My life would be a continual 
liurtben to me, if I had not a consciousness 
in the sight of God, that during the years in 
which the important trust of your educa- 
tion M^s committed to my care, I had laid 
before you the proofs both of natural and re- 
vealed religion^ in what I assuredly esteem 
to be^ with regard t6 f he judgment, if they 
are carefully esramined,, an irresistible light ; 
and that I had endeavoured to attend them 
with those addresses which might' be most 
likely to impress your heart Yoii have not^ 
dear Sir, forgotten, and I am confident you 



eaa never eatirely fosget^ flie auiduity "i^itik 
yhich I h^ve laboared to form your iiiiiid# 
hot only to what might, be ornamental t# 
jou m human life^. but above all^ to a true 
taste of what i$ really ezce)leat» and aa 
fcarly contempt of those vanities by whacb 
the generality of our youth especially in 
your station are debased^ enervatedy and 
undone. My priviite as well as public ad* 
dresses for this purpose^ I kojOWj, infill be re* 
membered by you^ and the tears of ten- 
derness with which. t)tf(j[JiavV^.fo often been 
accompanied ; and' 'may they be so remem* 
beredj that they vi^Oi are -Vioft tenderly con* 
cemed may H^ comforted' under the loss of 
luclvan in^st]j3»abl^{riend.as Colonel Gar- 
diner^ by seeing ^at his character, in all 
Its 'most anHjBihl^ and splendid parts lives 
in yon ; and that how difficult soever it may 
be to act up to that height of expectaiiev 
with which the eyes of the world vrtll M 
ixed on the son of such a father, you are 
in the strength of divine grace, attempting 
it, at least are following him with generous 
emulation, and with daily solicitude, that 
the steps may be less unequal. 

May the Lord God of your father, and, 
I will add, of both your pious and honour- 
able parents^ animate your heart more and 
more with such Tiews and sentiments as 
these ! May ns guard your life amidst 
eytry scrae of dn^jr^ tp [^ a protection 



SrHi t)E0ICATIM. 

ftnd blessing to those that are yet unborn ; 
mnd may he give you^ in some far distant 
ybribd of tithe^ to resign it by a gentler dis- 
solution than the hero from whom you 
qirung^ or, if unerring Wisdom appoint 
otherwise, to end it with equal glory ! 

• 

bear Sir, 
Your eyer-faithful, 

Affeetionate Friend, and '. 
Obliged humble Servant^ . 
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HON. COL. J. GARDlis^Ell. 



W HEN r protnisfed the public^some lar- 

Sir account of the life and character of 
is illustrious person^ than I could conTe-> 
nientljr insert in mysern^on on the sad oc^ 
casion of his deaths I was secure^ that^ if 
providence continued my capacity of wri- 
tings I should not wh'>]ly disappoint the ex- 
pectation ; for I was furnished with a vari- 
ety of particulars^ which appear to rae wor- 
thy of general notice, i« consequence of 
that intimate friendship with which he had' 
honoured rae during the six last years 
of his life ; a friendship vrhich led hmi to 
op6n his heart to ine m repeated conver- 
sations with an unbounded confidence^ fas he' 
tfaeo assured me^ beyond what he had lised' 

* B 



with any other maji living]| so far as reli* 
gious (experiences were concerned : and I 
had also received several very valuable let- 
ters from hini^ during the time of our ab- 
sence from each otlier^ which contained 
iriosi genuine and edifying traces of bis chris- 
tian character. But 1 hoped farther to 
learn many valuable particulars^ from the 
papers of his own closet ; and from his lec* 
ters to other friends^ as well as from what 
they more circumstantially knew concerning 
him : I therefore determined to delay the 
execution of my promise^ till I could enjoy 
these advantages for performing it in the 
most satisfactory manner ; nor have I, oa 
the whole, reason to regret that determi* 
nation. 

2. I shaJI not trouble my reader with all 
the causes^ which cx)ncurrcd to retard these 
expected assistances for almost a year : the 
chief of them wcre^ the tedious languishing 
illness of his af&icted lady, through whose 
hands it was proper the papers should pass ; 
together with the confusion into which this 
rebels had thrown them, when they ran- 
aacted his seat at Ba)H;ton, where most of 
them were deposited: But having now re- 
ceived such of them, as have escaped their 
rapacious hands, and could conveniently be 
collected and transmitted, I set myself with 
the greatest pleasure to perform, what I es- 
teem not merely a tribute^ pf gratitude to the 



memorj of mj Invaluable friends (though 
never was the memory of any mortal man 
more precious and sacred to me ; ) but out 
of duty to God and to my fellow erettures ; 
for I haye a most cheerful hop<i^ that the 
narrative I am now to write^ will^ under 
the divine blessings be a means of spreading^ 
what of all things in the world every benfe- 
volent heart will most desire to spread^ 'a -^^ 
warm and lively sense of religion; 

3. My own hisoft has been so much edi- 
fied atid' animatedv by \Vhat I have read in 
the memoirs of persons v ho havie been emr- 
nent for wisdom and pietyj that I cannot 
but wish the tte^sure may be iqore and more 
increased; and I would hope^ the woriS 
mfay gather the like val uable iVuits from the 
life I am now attempting ; not only as ft 
will contain very singular circunistancei^ 
which may excite a general curiosity, but ils 
it comes dttehded with -some other patticif*- 
lar advantages. - *' 

4. The reader is here to survey a charac- 
ter of such eminent and' yarious goodness ^s ^^ 
might deitiand veueratidll,'^ and inspire him 
with a defcriris tifr imitate it t^o^ had it ap- 
peared in the obscurest rank : hut it will 
surely command some peculiar regard wheu 
viewed in so elevated and important a sta- 
tion-; especially as it shone, not in ecclesK 
astical^ but HHlitary life, where the tci«irfa- 
tloQg are so many, and the preValency of 
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the rontrarj chftracter so great, that it maj 
•eeiB no inconriderable praise and felicitj 
<0 be fntt from dissolute vice, and to retain 
what in other professions might be esteemed 
onlj a mediocrity of virtue. It may surely 
with the highest justice be expected, that 
the title and bravery of Colonel Gardiner 
will invite joiany of our officers and sol** 
diers, to whom his name has long been ho- 
nourable and dear, to.p^use this account 
of him with some peculiar attention; in 
consequence of which, it may be a means of 
increasing the number, and brightening the 
character of those who are already adorning 
their office, their ; country, and tlieir reU* 
gion, of reclaiiming those, who will see ra- 
ther what they ought to be, than what they 
are. On the whole, to the gentlemen of the 
•word I would particularly offer these me- 
ipotrs, as theirs by so distinguished a title : 
yet I am firmly persuaded there are none, 
whose office is so sacred, or whose profi- 
ciency in the religious life is so advauced, 
but they may .fioid something to demand 
their thankfulness and to awaken their emu- 
lation. 

5. Colonel James Gardiner, of whom wc 
write, was the son of Captain Patrick Gar- 
-diner, of the family of Torwood-Head, by 
Mrs. Mary Hodge, of the family of Glands- 
•miiir. The Captain, who was master of a 
handsome estate^ served many years in t he 



army of King William and Queen Anne^ 
and died abroad with the British forces in 
Germany, quickly after the battle of Hoch- 
stct, through the fatigues he underwent in 
the duties of that celebrated campaign. He 
had a company in the regiment of foot, onee 
commanded by Colonel Hodge, his valiant 
brother-in-law, who was slain at the head 
of that regiment, (my memorial from Scot- 
land saysj^ ) at the battle of Steenkirk, which 
was fought in the year 1692. 

6. Mrs. Gardiner, our Colonel's mother, 
was a lady of a very valuable character ; but 
it pleased God to exercise her with very 
uncommon trials ; for she not only lost her 
husband and brother in the service of theit 
country, as before related, but also her el- 
dest son, Mr. Robert Gardiner, on the daj^ 
which completed the 16th year of his age, at 
the siege of Namur in 1695. But there are 
great reasons to believe, God blessed these 
various and heavy affliction s^ as the means 
of forming her to that eminent degree of pi- 
ety, which will render her memory honour- 
able as long as it continues. 

7. Her second son, the worthy person of 
whom I am now to give a more particular 
account, was born at Carriden in Linlith- 
gowshire, on the 10th of January, A. D. 
1687— 8 ; the memorable year of that glori- 
ous revolution which he justly esteemed 
^mong the happiest of alK events. So that 

nS 



^hen he ^ras slain in defence of those liber" 
ties, which God then by- so great a provi- 
dence rescued from utter destruction^ i. e. 
on Sept. 21st^ 1745^ be was aged 57 ycarS^ 
B months^ and 1 1 days. 

8. The annual return of his birth^daj was 
90bserved b^ him^ in the latter and betler 

years of his life, in a manner very difierciit 

jrom what is commonly practised : for, in* 

stead of making it a day of festivity, I am 

.teldj he leather distinguished it as a season 

^of more than ordinary humiliation before 

^4jod ; both in commemoration of those mer- 

x4cies which he received in the first opening 

^f lifoj and under an affectionate sense, as 

well as of his long alienation from the great 

author and support of his being, as of the 

many imperfections which he lamented, in 

4he best of his days and services, 

9. I have not met with many things re«- 
markable^ concerning the earliest years of 
l^is life^ only that his mother took care to in- 
struct him with great tenderness and airec<- 
tion^ in the principles of true Christianity. 
He was also trained up in human literature 
at she school at Linlithgove^ where he made 
9 very considerable progress in. the lahgua* 
ges. I remember to have heard him quote 
«ome passages of the Latin Classics very 
pet tinetitly ; though his employment in life^ 
and the various turns which his mind took 
under different impulses ia succeeding years. 



prevented him from cultivating^ such 8tu«; 
dies. 

10. The good eflfects of bis mother's pni« 
dent and exemplary care^ were not so con- 
spicuous as she wished and hoped^ in the 
younger part of her son's life ; yet there is 
great reason to believe, they were not entirely 
lost. As they were probably the occasioa 
of many convictions, which in his younger 
years • were over-borne :• so I doubt not, 
that when religious impressions took that 
strong hold of his heart, which they after* 
wards did, that stock of knowledge which 
hal been so early laid up in his mind, was 
found of considerable service. And I have 
heard him make the observation, as an -en-* 
couragement to parents, and other pious 
friends, to do their duty, and to hope for 
those good consequences of it which may 
not immediately appear. 

11. Could his mother, or a very religioui 
aunt, ( of whose, good instructions and ex** 
hortations I hare often heard him speak 
vrith pleasure, ) have prevailed, he would not 
have thought of a military life ; from ^hich 
it if uo wonder these ladies endeavoured 
to dissuade him, considering the oiournful 
experience they had of the dangers attend- 
ing it, and the dear relatives they had lost 
already by it. But it suited his taste ; and 
the ardour of his spirit, animated by the 
persuasions of a friend who greatly urged it^ 



8 

^^s not to be restrained. Nor will the 
^^ader wonder, that thus, excited and sup- 
l^rted, it easily overbore their tetider re- 
monstances^ when he knows that this lively 
youth fought three duels before be attained 
the stature of a man ; in one of which, when 
he was eight years old, he received from 
a boy much older than himself, a wound in 
his right cheek, the scar of which was always 
very apparent. The false sense of honour 
which instigated him to it, might seem in- 
deed something excusable, in those unripen- 
ed years, and considering the profession of 
his father, brother, and uncle ; but I have 
often heard him mention this rashness with 
. that regret, which the reflection would na- 
turally give to so wise and good a man ia 
• the maturity of life. And I have been in- 
formed, that after his remarkable conver- 
sion, he declined accepting a challenge, with 
this €alm and truly great reply, which in a 
. Hian of his experienced bravery was exceed- 
ingly graceful ; " I fear sinning, though you 
know I do not fear fighting." 

IS He served first as a cadet, which must 
have been very early : and then, at 14 years 
old, he bore an ensign's commission in a 
. Scotch regiment in the Dutch service ; m 
which he continued till the year 1702, when 
(if my information be right) -he received an 
. ensign's commission from Queen Anne, which 
he bore at the battle of Ramellies, being 



then in the 19th year of his age. In this 
ever memorable action, lie received a wound 
in his mouth by a musket-ball^ which hath 
often been reported to be the occasion of 
his conversion^ that report was a mistaken 
one ; but as some very remarkable circuiH- 
stances attended this ajOfair^ which I have 
had the pleasure of hearing more than once 
from bis own mouthy X hope my reader will 
excuse me> If I give him so uncommon a 
story at large. 

13. Our young officer was of a party in 
the Forlorn Hope, and was commanded on 
what seemed almost a desperate service, to 
dispossess the French of the church-yard at 
Hamcllies, where a considerable number of 
them were posted to remarkable advantage. 
They succeeded much better than was ex* 

Sccted : and it may well be supposed that 
f r. Gardiner, who had before been in seve- 
ral encounters, and had the view of making 
bis fortune to animate the natural intre- 
pidity of his spirit, was glad of such anop« 
IK>rtunity of signalizing himself ;accordingl/ 
he had planted his colours on an advance^ 

? round, and while he was calling to his mei^ 
probably in that horrid language, which i$ 
so peculiar a disgrace to our soldierVj and so 
absurdly common in such articles of extreme 
danger, ) he received a shot into his mouth, 
which, without beating out any of bis teetl|^ 
or touching the forepart c^f his tongue^ went 
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through his neck^ and came out abcut>an 
inch and an half on the left side of the ver* 
tebras. Not feeling at first the pain of the 
. stroke^ he wondered what was become of 
the ball^ and in the wildness of his surprise 
bej^an to suspect he had swallowed it ; but 
dropping soon a fter^ he traced the passage 
of it by his finger, when he could discover it 
no other way, which I mention as one cir- 
cumstance, among many which occur, to 
make it probable that the greater part of 
those who fall in battle by these instruments 
of death, feel very little anguish from the 
roost mortal wounds. 

14. This accident happened about five or 
iix in the evening, on the 23rd day of May, 
in the year 1706 ; and the army pursuing its 
advantages against the French, without ever 
'regardingthe wounded, (which was, it seems, 
the Duke of Marlboro ugh *s constant me- 
thod, ) our young ofiicer lay all night in the 
.field ; agitated as may well be supposed, with 
a great variety of tfaou]ghts. He assured me 
that when he reflected upon the circumstan- 
ces of his wound, that a ball should, as he 
then conceived it, go through his head with- 
*out killing him^ he thought God had preser- 
ved him by miracle, aqd therefore assuredly 
concluded he should lire, abandoned and 
■desperate as his state then seemed to be. 
Yet (which to me appeared very astonish- 
ing,) he^had little thoughts of humbling 



li 

himself before God, and returning to Ifiifi 
aftfT the >^'aiidering;s of a life so licentiouiiljf 
begun. ' But expecting to rtcover^ his mind 
was taken up v%ith contrivances to secure 
his gold^ of \Nhich he had a prettj^ deal 
about him ; and he had recourse to a very 
odd expedient, which proved successful. 
Expecting to be stripped, he first took out 
a handfbl of that clotted gore^ of which| he 
^as frequently obliged to clear his mouth, 
or he would have been choakf d ; and put- 
ting it into his lefl hand^ he took out his 
money, (which, I thiuk, was about nine- 
teen pistoles, ) and shutting his hand/ and 
besmearing the back part of it with blood> 
be kf^pt it in this po ition till the blood dried 
in such a manner, that his hand could not 
easily fall open^ though any suddeu surprise 
should happen, in which he might lose the, 
presence of mind which that concealment 
otherwise would have required. 

15. In the morning, the French^ who 
were masters of the spot, though their forces 
were defeated at some distance, came to 
plunder the slain ; and seeing bim to ap«, 
pearance almost expiring, one of thern. 
was just applying a sword to his breast^ 
to destroy the little remainder of life ; when, 
in the critical moment, upon which all the. 
extraordinary events of such a life as bis 
afterwards proved were suspended, a cor* 
dalier, who attended the plunderers^ inter* 



posed^. taking bim by bis dress for a Frencb* 
intkn, and said^ ' Do not kill that poor child/ 
Our youDg soldier heard all that passed^ 
thougn he was not able to speak one word ; 
and opening his ejes^ made a sign for some* 
thing to drink. Thej gave him a sup ef 
come spirituous liquor, which happened to 
be at hand ; by which, he said, he found a 
more sensible refreshment, than he could 
remember from any thing he had tasted e^* 
ther before or since. Then signi. g to the; 
friar to lean down his ear to his mouthy he 
employed the first efforts of his feeble breath 
in telling him (what, alas, was a contrived 
falsehood, ) that he was nephew to the go* 
T crnor of Huy, a neutral town in the neigh* 
bourhood, and that, if he'^could take anj 
method of conveying him thither, he did 
hot doubt but his uncle wonid liberally re* 
ward him. He had indeed a friend at Huy, 
(who, I think, was governor, and, if 1 mis- 
take not, had been acquainted with the cap- 
tain his &ther,) from whom he expected a 
kind reception : but the relation was only 
pretended. On hearing this, they laid him 
<tai a sort of hand-barrow, and sent him by 
« file of musqneteers towards the place ; but 
the men lost their way, and got into a wood 
tuwards* the evening, in which they were 
obliged to continue all night. The po<Mr 
patient's wound being still undressed, it is 
not to be wondered that by this time it ragei' 
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violently. 11^ The anguish of It engaged hi in 
to beg that they would either kill him out- 
light^ or leave him there to die^ without tlie 
torture of any further motion ; and indeed 
they were obliged to rest for a considerable 
time^ on account of their own weariness. 
Thus he spent the second night in the open 
air^ without any. thing more than a cpnimon 
bandage to staunch the blood. He hath of- 
ten mentioned it as a most astonishing pro- 
^Tid^pce that he did not bleed to death ; which^ 
under God he ascribed to the remarkable 
coldness of these two i)ights. 

16. Judging it quite unsafe to attempt 
canning him to Huy, from whence they 
were now several miles distant, his convoy 
took him early in the morning to a convent 
in the neighbourhood, where be was hospi- 
tably received, and treated with g^eat ten- 
derness* But the cure of l^is wound was 
committed to an jgnprant barber-surgeoo> 
who lived near the house ; the best shift 
that could then be made, at a time when, it 
may easily be. supposed, persons of ability in 
their profession had their hands full of em- 
ployment. The teat which this artist ap- 
plied, was almost like a peg driven into the 
waund ; and gentlemen of skill and experi- 
ence, when they came to^hear of the manner 
in which he was treated, wonder^.d how be 
CQuld possibly survive such management. 
Smtj, bjF the blessing of G«d> on these appU- 

c 
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cations, rough at they were, he recovered 
in a few months. The Lady Abbess, who 
called him her son, treated him with the af* 
fection and care of a^ mother ; and he al* 
"ways declared, that every thing he saw with- 
in these walls, was conducted with the strict- 
est decency and decorum. He received a 
greal many devout admonitions from the 
ladies there ; and they would fain have per- 
suaded him to acknowledge what they 
. thought so great a deliverance, by embrac- 
ing the catholic faith, as they were pleased 
to call it. But they could not succeed ; for 
though no religion lay near his heart, yet he 
had too much of the spirit of a gentleman, 
lightly to change that form of religion, which 
he wore (as it were) loose about him, as well 
as too much good sense, to swallow those 
monstrous absurdities of popery, which im- 
mediately presented themselves to him, un- 
acquainted as he was with the niceties of 
the controversy. 

17 When his liberty was regained by an 
exchange of prisoners, and his health tho- 
roughly established, he was far from render- 
ing linto the Lord according to that wou-» 
derful display of divine mercy which he had 
experienced. I know very little of the par- 
ticulars of those wild, thoughtless, and 
wretched years, which lay between the 19th 
and 30th of his life ; except it be, that he- 
frequently experienced the divine goodaeir 
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in renewed instances^ particularly prcsQrv- 
tn^hini in several hot military actions^ in all 
which he never received so much as at 
wound after this, forward as he was inl 
tempting danger ; and yet, that all these 
years were spent in an entire alienation froni 
God, and ah eager pursuit of animal plea- 
sure, as his supreme good. The series of 
criminal amours in which he was almost in-« 
cessantly engaged during this time/mudt 
probably have afibrded some adventures and 
occurrences^ ; but the memory of them is pe^ 
rislied. Nor do I think it unw6rthy notice 
4iere, that amidst all the intimacy of thi^ 
-friendshq>> i^nd the many hours- of cheerful 
as well as serious converse which we spent 
together, I never remember to have heard 
him speak of any ot these intrigues^ other* 
-wise than in the general with deep and so- 
'iema abhorrmce* This I the rather mfeiH 
tioii, as it seem^ a most genuine proof of 
his unfeigned reptotance ; which^- 1 thinks 
there is great reason to suspect, when peo- 
ple seem to take a pleasure- in relating and 
describing scenes of vicious indulgenc«« 
which yet they profess to have disapproved- 
and forsaken. > 

18. Amidst all these pernicious wander^ 
ings from the paths of religion, virtue, and 
happiness, he approved 'himself so well in 
his military character, that he was made a 
Ueuteaani in that year, viz. 1106 : and lam 
.'■'■■'.. eg- 
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told^ he WM quickly promoted to a comet's 
commission iii Lord Stair's [regiment of 
Scotch Greys ; and oq the 3l8t of January 
1714-15^ yras made ii captain-lieutenant in 
Colonel Ker's regiment of d^ragoons. .He 
had the honour of being known to the Earl 
of Stair some time before, and was made his 
aid-de-camp ; and when upon his Lordship's 
being appointed ambassador from his late 
majesty to the court of France^ he made so 
splendid an entrance into Paris^ Captain 
Gardiner was his master of the horse ; and 
I have been told^ that a great deal of the 
cares of that admirably well-adjusted cere* 
mony fell upon him ; so that he gained great 
credit liy. the manner in which he ciHidueted 
it. Under the beni^ iniaen<ies of his 
Xprdsbip's favour (which to tlie last day of 
his life he retained) a captain -^ ooifimssioh 
wtfl procured him (dated July S2^ lilbr) 
iti the rt^iment of dragoons oomi^a^nded b|y 
-Colonel Stanhopej (noi¥ Earl of Harnog- 
.^n ; j and m ihe year 1717^ he was adyaa- 
,eed to tbfe majorHy' of that regimdit ; iii 
'^yhiclt offipe be contbinudd tiUl it wurs reduced 
on Nov. 10th 1718; when he was put out 
Qf commission. But then his Majetty King 
O.eorge I. was So thoroughly apprised of 
his faithful sefviceSj that be gave him his 
sign manueh entitling him to the first mil- 
jority that should beeome vacant m asjr re« 
giment of horse or dragoons^ which happen^ 
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td five years after^ to be in Croft's i^egiment 
of dra&^oons in which he received a commit- 
sioQ, ^ftted 1st Jtme 1724 : and on ISOth of 
July the same ye^r^ he was made major of 
an older rftgitnent^ cotnmcUided by the Eart 
df Stair. ' 

19. As I am now speaking of so many of ^ 
his military preferments^ I will dispatch the 
account of them^ by observing^ that on the 
i44h of January 1729-30, he was advanced 
to tlie rank of Iteutenant^colonel in the same 
regiment, lon^ under the command of Lord* 
Cadogan ; with whose friendship this braye 
tod vigilant officer was also honoured for 
many j'ears. And he continued in this rank, 
and regiment, till tlie 19th of April, 174^^ 
when be received a colonel's commission 
over a regiment of dragoons^ lately com- 
mi^iided by Brigadier Bland ; at the head of 
which he valiantly fell, in the defence o£ 
his sovereign and his country, about twa> 
years and a half after he received it. 

20. We will now return to that period of' 
his life which passed at Paris, the scene of^ 
such renlarkable and important events. He 
continued (if I remember right) several 
years under the roof of the brave and gene- 
rous Earl of Stair ; to whom he endeavour- 
ed to approve him^lf by every instance of 
diligent and faithf^il service ; and his Lord--^ 
ship, gave no inconsiderable proof of thf dA* 
peadaiKA which he h^ditpctL him; wlm^ 

a a 
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in the^licginning of the year 17 15, he en- 
trusted him \vith the important dispatches 
relating to the discovery, which bjr a sc- 

' rie^ of admirable policy, he had made of a 
design ^which the Freneh king w^s then 
forming for invading Great Britain, in fa- 
vour of the Pretender ; iu which the French 
apprehended they were so sure of success, 

' that it seemed a point of friendship in one 
of the chief counsellors of that court, to 
dissuade a dependant of his from accepting 
some employment under his Britannic Ma- 
jesty,, when proposed by his envoy there ; 

- because, it was said, that in less than six 
weeks there would be a revolution, in favour 
of what they called the family of the Stuarts. 
The captain dispatched his journey with the 

, utmost speed ; a variety of circumstances 
' happily o'ccuiTed to accelerate it ; and they, 
who remember how soon the regiments 
which that emergency required were raised 
and armed, will, I doubt not, esteem it a. 
i^emorablc instaoce, both of the most cor- 
dial zeal in the friends of the government, 
• and .of the gracious care of Divine Provi- 
deace over the house of Hanover, and the 
British liberties, so incomparably connected 
with its interest. 

21. While Captain Grardiner was at Lon- 
. don, in one of the journeys he made upon 

- this occasion, he, with tiiat frankness which 
natural to hdm^ and Vf iiiich in those dwj^ 
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,was not always under the most prudent re^ 
straint^ ventured to predict^ from* what he 
knew of the bad state of the French king's 
healthy that he would not live six Weeks. 
This was made known by some spies who 
were at St. James% and came to be reported 
at the court of Versailles ; for he received 
letters j&om some friends at Paris^ advising 
him not to return thither^ unless he could 
reconcile himself to a lodging in the Bastile. 
But he was soon free from that apprehen* 
sion ; for^ if I mistake not^ before half that 
time was accomplished^ Lewis XIV. died;^ 
and it is generally thought, his death was* 
hastened by a very accidental circumstance^ 
which had reference to the captain's pro- 
phecy ; for the last time he ever dined in 
public^ which was a very little while after the 
report of it had been made there^ he happen- 
ed to discover our British envoy among the 
fipcctators. The penetration of this illustri* 
ous person was toa. greats and his attach- 
ment to the interest %f his royal master too 
well known^ not to render him very disa- 
greeable to that crafty and tyrannical prince 
whom. God had so long suuered to be the 
disgrjicc of monarchy,, and the scourge of 
-Europe. He at first appeared very lan- 
guid, as indeed he was ; but on casting his 
eye upon the earl of Stair^ he affected to ap- 
pear,. before him .in a much better state of ' 
health ifewx t^ really was ; and therftforc/is 
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Mmc deep reverie^ immcdiatelj put himself 
into an erect posture^ called up a laboured^ 
Tivacity into his countenance^ and eat much- 
mere heartily than was by any means ad- 
visable, repeated it two or three times to a^ 
nobleman (I think the duke of Bourbon^) 
then in waitings ^/ Methinks I eat very well 
for a man who is to die so soon." But this 
inroad upon that regularity of Kving^ which^ 
he had for some time observed, agreed sov 
ill with him, that he never recovered this 
meal, but died in less than a fortnight. This 
gave occasion for some humourous people 
to say, that old Louis, after all, was killed 
by a Briton. But if this story be true, 
(which I think there can be no room to 
doubt, as the Colonel, from whom I have- 
often heard it, though absent, could scarce 
br. mis-informed, ) it might more properly be 
iaid, that he fell by his own vanity; in 
which view I thought it so remarkablt, 
as not ta be unworthy a place in these 
m^kioim. 

28. The captain quickly returned, arid 
continued, wim small ipterruptions at Paris,, 
at least till the year 1?^, and how nnuch 
longer I do not certainly know. Tlte carl's, 
favour and generosity made him easy in hia 
affairs, though he was (as hasbeien observed^ 
above ) part of the time out of commisgion^- 
' tjr bre^ng the regiment to which he be? 
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longed^ of which before he was majx>r. Thii 
was^ in all probability^ the gayest p^rt of hit 
life^ and the most criminaK Whatever wise 
and good examples he might find in the fa« 
mily where he had the honour to reside^ it 
is certain that the French courts during the 
regency of the duke of Orleans^ was one of 
the most dissolute under heaven. Wiiat> 
by a winched abuse of l4n^ttaTO> hate lieeti 
called intrigues of loiro uftid ^allKntry^ Wei^ 
so entirely to the ma^r's then degeneralb 
tasfey thalt^ if not the whole business/ at lea«it 
the whole happiness of his life coneisted in 
them ; and he had ntfw too iftuch Iei9ure fbNr 
.one who: was so pcoM to abuse it.- -His fiM 
constitution^ than which perhaps there wM 
hardly e)^er st btAteiTi^tfte biiii^^ gKMt eppor- 
tfiniliet of mdnl^^ng himiclf ift'tli«^e<4(^9tf-> 
^ ;. dhd his^glMM spifite eUslldi^fepfan'tei pu^» 

siie hik pleaenlre^ of ^eViVT i£iid{ in so &le#t 
and sfirigfatty ^rn^rm^, «n«t iMltitudcfS eri- 
viod hrinr, apd^lhfdhmy^bjradrQatlfftl kind' 
of complinient> thebafipy ttkc. 

33. Yetftillthechec^ksofconvcichaeciittrtd 
some retnaining prtncij^les oia^ good ain edit- 
oation^ w^Wtd break jri UpW his niodt Kteil- 
tious^ hours'; and I pafti^tdeiAy i€Wffsikb€t, 
ho told me, thai wtmi vMie of hik rgj^oliite 
eonp^asiions were Mc^ €iongi^fUt^<tiii{l^ him 
on bis 4istiii^fi^edt hfktt^j tt d^g ha^^ned 
at that tkne to eoinfe into the i^eom, he could 
not liefiear groaning iiiwardi;)^^ and saying 
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to himself, '' Oh that I were that dog !'' Sacb 
was then his happiness^ and such perhaps 
i$ that of hundreds more^ who bear them- 
sehcs highest in the contempt of religion^ 
and glory in that infamous servitude which 
they affect to call liberty. But those remon- 
strances of reason and conscience were in 
Yatii t aqd^ in shorty he carried things so far 
in tliis wretched part of his life^ that I am 
well assuredj some sober English gentlemen^ 
who made no great pretences to religion^ 
how agreeable soever he might have been 
to them on other accounts, rather declined 
than sought his company, as fearing they 
might have been ensnared and corrupted 
by it. 

24» Yet I capnot find, that in these most 
.abandoned days, he was fond of drinking. 
. Indeed he never had any natural relish for 
tha(; kind of intemperance, from which he 
used to think a maply pride might be suf- 
^ficientto preserve persons of sense and spi- 
rit ; as by it they give up every thing that 
'distinguishes them from the meanest of their 
.species, or indeed from . animals the most 
below it; so that, if he ever fell into any 
excesses of this kind, it was merely out of 
compli^isauce to his company, that he might 
.not appear stiff and singular. Hi& frank, 
obliging, and generous temper procured 
him many friends ; and these principles 
which rendered him: amiable to others, nat 
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being under the direction of true wisdom 
and piety^ sometimes made him^ in the ways 
of living he pursued^ more uneasy to himself 
than he might perhaps have been if he could 
entirely have out-grown them ; especially a§ 
he was never a sceptic in his principles^ bujt 
still retained a secret apprehension, that na- 
tural and revealed . religion, though he did 
not much care to think of either, were found- 
ed in truth. And with thi» conviction, his 
notorious violations <>f the most essential 
precepts of /both, could not but occasion 
some fiecret misgivings of heart. . His con- 
tinued neglect of the great Author of his be- 
ings of whose perfections he could not doubt, 
and to whom he knew hinisclf to be under 
daily and perpetual obligations^ gave him, 
in some moments of involuntary reflection, 
inexpressible remorse ; and this, 'at times, 
wrought upon him to such a degree^ that he 
resi^lved he would attempt to pay him some 
acknowledgements. Accordingly, for a few 
mornings he did it ; repeating in retire- 
ment some passages out of the Psalmsi and 
perhaps other scriptures, which he Jstill re- 
tained in his .memory; and owning, in a 
few strong words, the many mercies andde- . 
liverances he had received, and the ill re- 
turns he had made for them. 

25. I find, among the other papers trans^ 
mittod to me, the following verses, which I 
bave hefurd him repeat^ ^ what igipFe^ed 
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bim a ^coA deal in his unconverted state : 
and as'I suppose they did something towards 
setting him on his effort toward devotioB, 
and might probably furnish out a pact 
#>f hif^ orisons^ I hope I need make no 
ap<llogy to niy reader for inserting thcm« 
especially as I do not recollect that I liav« 
seen them any where else. 

Attend my soul ! The early birds inspire, 
My gn> v'liiiff' thought with pure ciekstial fire ; 
.Tac^ fmm meir terop'rate sleep awake, and pay 
JTheir thankfiil Withems for tlic new*bom (lay. 
8^, how the tuneful lark is mounted high, 
And, poetrlikc, salutes the eastern sky ! 
He ^varblcs thro' the fragrant air his lays, 
A nd seems tlw^ beauties of the mom to praise. 
But man, more void of gratitude, awakes, 
And givf!s no thanks for the sweet rest he takes ; 
Looks on the glorious sun's new kindled flame, 
Withou tone fliought of Him from whom it came| 
TBc wretch nnhallow'd doe^theday begin ; " 
Shakes off his sleep, but shakes not off his sin. 

26. But these strains wore too devout U^ 
continue long in a heart as yet quite un- 
sanctioned ; ior how readjly soever he could 
repeat such acknowkf^gemcmts of the divine 
3)ower> presence^. and goodness/ and own* his 
^lUes mA faulted he was stopt short by the 
remonstrances <^f his conscience, as to the 
ilagrant absu Mity of confessing sins he did 
Rot dcsijpc to fbrsdke^ and of pretending to 
^praise .God^ler'biS'nierci^, wImi he didiiait 
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endeavour to live to his service, ^n4 to 
behave in such a manner as gratitude, if sin- 
cere., would plainly dictate. A model of 
devotion, where such sentiments made no 
part, his good sense could not digest : and 
the use of such language before an heart- 
searching God, merely as an hypocritical 
form, while the sentiments of his soul were 
contrary to it, justly appeared to him such 
daring profaneness, that irregular as the 
state of his mind was, the thought of it 
struck him with horror. H^i therefore df- 
termin.ed to make no more attempts of this 
sort; and was perhaps one of the first 
that deliberately laid aside prayer, from 
some sense of God's omniscience, and 
tome natural principle of honour and con* 
science. 

27. These secret debates with himself^ 
and ineffectual efforts, would sometimes^e* 
turu : but they were overborne, again and 
again^ by the force of temptation ; and it is 
no wonder, that in consequence of them hii 
heart grew yet harder. Nor was it softened 
or awakened by some very memorable deli- 
verances, which at this time he received. 
He was in extreme danger by a fall fron; 
his horse, as he was riding post, (I thmk in 
the gtreets of Calais, ) when going down a 
hill, the hor^e threw him over his head, and 
pitched over him^ so that when he rose^ the 
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lifcast lay beyond him, and almost dead. 
Yet though he received not the least harra^ 
it made no serious impression on his mind. 
In his return from England in the packet 
boat, ( if I remember right, but a few weeks 
after the former accident,) a violent storm, 
that drove up to Harwich, tossed them from 
thence for several hours in a dark night on 
the coast of Holland^ and brought them 
into such extremity, that the captain of the 
vessel urged him to go to ])rayers immedi- 
ately, if he ever intended to do it at all ; 
for he concluded they would in a few mi- 
nutes be at the bottom of the sea. In this 
circumstance he did pray, ar.d that very fer- 
vently too ; and it was very remarkable, 
• that while he was crying to God for deli- 
verance, the wind fell, and quickly after 
they arrived at Calais- But the Major was 
so little affected with what had befallen him, 
that when some of his gay friends, on hear- 
ing the story, rallied hrm upon the efficacy 
of his prayers, he excused himself from the 
scandal of being thought much in earnest, 
by saying, ^^ that it was at midnight, an 
hour when his mother and aunt were asleep, 
ot else he should have left that part of the 
business to them ;" a speech which I should 
not have mentioned, but as it s^hews in so 
lively a view the wretched situation of his 
ipind at that time, though his great deli* 
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Tlirance from the power of darkness was 
tten nearly approaching. He recounted 
these things to nie with the greatest humi- 
litjr as shewing how utterly unworthy he 
was of that miracle of divine^ grace, by 
which he was quickly after brought to so 
true and so prevalent a sense of religion. 

28 And now I s^m come to that asto* 
liishing part of his stolry^ the account of his 
conversion, which I cannot enter upon with* 
out assuring the reader that I have sonie* 
times been tempted to suppress many cir- 
cumstances of it, not only as they may s^em 
incredible to some, and enthusjastical to 
others, but as I am very sensible they are 
liable to great abuses, which was the reason- 
that ho gave me for concealing the most ex^ 
traordinary from many persons to whom he 
mentioned some of the rest. And I believe 
it was this, together with the desire of avoid- 
ing every tiling that might look like osten- 
tation on this bead, that prevented liis leav- 
ing a written account of it, though I have 
often entreated him to do it, as I particu- 
larly remember I did in the very last letter 
I ever wrote him ; and pleaded the possi- 
bility of his falling amidst those dangers to 
which I knew his valour might in such cir- 
cumstances naturally expose him. I Was 
not so happy as to receive any answer to 
this letter, which reached him but a few day*' 
before his d.eath ; nor can I certniuly say^. 
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whether he iiaA or had not complied with 
my reqneat^ as it is Tery possible a paper of 
that kind^ if it were written^ might be lost 
amidst the ravages which the rebels made 
when they plundered Bankton. 

29 The story, however, was so remark* 
able, that I had little reason to apprehend 
J should ever forget if; and yet, to guard 
against all contingencies of that kiud^ I 
wrote it down that very evening, as I h<ld 
heard it from his own moulh : and I have 
now before me the memoirs of that conver- 
jiation, dated August 14, 1739, which con- 
clude with these words^ ( which I addedj 
that if we should both have died that nightj» 
the world might not have lost the edifying 
and affecting history, or have wanted any 
attestation of it I was capuble of giving,) 
*' N. B. I have written down this account 
with all the exactness I am capable of, and 
could safely take an oath of it, as to the 
truth of every circumstance, to the best of 
my remembrance, as the Colonel related to 
me a few hours ago/' I do not know that 
I have reviewed this paper since I wrote it, 
till I set myself thus publicly to record this 
extraordinary fact ; but I find it punctuklly 
to agree with what I have often related from 
my memory, which I charged carefully with 
so wonderful and important a fact. It is 
with all solemnity that I now deliver it dqwa 
to posterity, as in the sight and presence of 
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God ; ind I chodfi»e deliberately to expost 
myself to those severe censures^ which the 
haughty but empty scorn of infidelity^ or 
principles nearly approaching it, and effec- 
tuaDy doing its pernicious work, may very 
probably dictate upon the occasion^ rather 
than to smother a relation, which may, in 
tiie judgment of my conscience, be likely 
^o conduce so much to the glory of God^ 
the honour of the gospel^ and the good of 
mankind. One thing more I will only pre*.' 
mise, that I hope none who have heard the 
Colonel himself speak something of this 
vronderful scene, will be surprised if ihey 
find some new circumstances here ; because 
be assured me, at the time he first gave me 
the whole narration, (which was in the 
Tery room m which I now write,) that he 
had never imparted it so fully to any man 
living before ; yet^ at the same time, he 
4^ave me full liberty to communicate it to, 
.whomsoever I should in my conscience 
judge it might be usetVil to do it, whether 
before or after his death. Accordingly I 
did, vhile he was alive, recount almost 
every circumstance I am now going io 
^rite, to several pious friends ; referring- 
ihem at the same tiine to the Colonel htm*. 

* 

•elf, whenever they might have an oppojp 
.tunity uf seeing or writing to him, for Sk 
farther confirmation of what I told them - 
4f they judged. it ic(iui$itj5. TJliey glprifi^l 

D 3 
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God in him ; and I humbly hope 'many of 
tiiT readers will also do it. They will soon 
perceive the reason of. go much caution in 
tny introduction to this story^ for which 
therefore I shall make no further apo- 
logy. 

30. ThiV memorable event happened to* 
wards the middle of July 1719 ; but I canw 
not be exact as to the day. The Major 
had spent the evening (aiid» if I mistake 
tiot> it was the sabbath^ ) in some gay com- 
pany^ and had an unhappy assignation with 
-a married woman^ of what rank or quality 
1 did not particularly enquire^ whom he was 
io attend exactly at twelve. The company 
liroke dp about eleven ; and not judging it 
convenient to anticipate the time appointed^ 
he went into his chamber to kill the tedious 
hour^ perhaps with some amusing book^ or 
some other way. But it very accidentally 
happened, that he took up a religious book 
'which his good mother or aunt had, with- 
out his knowledge, slipped into his port- 
manteau. It was called, if I remember tha 
title exactly. The Christian Soldier, or Hea- 
ven taken by Storm ; and it was written by 
' Mr. Thomas Watson. Guessing by the title 
of it> that he should find some phrases of 
his own profession spiritualized, in a man* 
ner which^ he thought, might afford him 
.some diversion^ he resolved to dip into it ; 
littt be toek. no ierious iiolice of any thing 
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he read in it ; ftnd yet while this book wai 
in bis hand; an impression was made upoa 
his mind, (perhaps God only knows how^; 
ivhich drew after it a train of the most imr 
portai t and happy consequences. 

31. There is indeed a possibility, thai 
while he was' sitting in this attitude, and 
reading in this careless and profane maiH 
ner^ he might suddenly fall asleep, and only 
dream of what he apprehended he saw. 
But nothing can be more certain, than that, 
when he gave me this relation, he judged 
himself to have been as broad awake during 
the whole time, as he ever was in any part 
*of his life ; and he mentioned it to m^ seve^ 
ral times afterwards as was undoubtedly 
passed, not only in his imagination^^ but he» 
fore his eyes. 

32 He thought he saw an unusua] blaze 
of light fail upon the book while he was 
readings which he at first imagined might 
happen by some accident in the candle; 
but lifting up his eyes, he apprehended, to 
his extreme amazement, that there was be- 
fore him, as it were suspended iu the air, a 
visible representation of the Lord Jesui 
Christ upon the cross, surrounded oq all 
tides with a glory ; and was impressed^ as 
if a voice, or something equivalent to a 
voice, had came to him, to thig effect, (for 
he was not confident as to the very wor^s^ } 
f' Oh siiuier L di^ 1 suier this for thse^^HV 
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lite llht9t thy returns f" But wbether tfain 
(firere an audible voice, or ontj' a strong im- 
^Nression on his mind equally striking^ b)s 
did not seem very confident ; though to tlfe 
best of my remembrance, he rather jndged 
it to be the former. Struck with so amazing 
« [phenomenon as this, there remained hardly 
"any life in him ; so that he sunk down iu 
^bc arm-chair in which be sat^ and conti- 
•nued, be knew not exactly how long, inseir- 
«ible : (which was oiie circumstance thaf 
inade me several times takis the liherty io 
juggest, that be might possibly be all tbi) 
'while asleep.) But Iwwever that were, he 
"quickly after opened his eyes, and saw no- 
'tuiog more than usual. 
• 33. It may easily be supposed be was m 
no condition to make any observation upon 
^the time in which he bad .remained in an 
^insensible state; nor did be throughout all 
*tfae remainder of the night, once recollect 
«that criminal and delestible assignation 
which had before engrossed all bis thoughts* 
'He rose in a tumult of passion not to be 
'Conceived, and walked to and fro in bis 
'ehamber^ till he was ready to drop down, 
in unutterable astonishment and agony of 
heart, appearing to biihself tlMS vilest moil- 
ater in the creation of God, who bad all bis 
■life-iinie been crucifying Christ afresh by 
^his sins> and now saw, as be assuredly be- 
"Ikved^ by a miraeitlous^ vfluw/ the berrvr 6i 
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'What he had done, Witb this was coa^' 
nected.such a view both of the maji^sty and 
goodness of God^ as caused him to loath 
and abhor himself^ and to repent as in duft 
and ashes. He immediately gaye judgment 
against himself^ that he was most justly wor* 
thy or eternal damnation. He was asto^ 
nished that he had not been immediately 
struck dead in the midst of his wickedness ; 
and ( which I think deserves particular re- 
mark) though he assuredly believed that he 
should ere long be in hell^ and settled it as 
a point with himself for several months^ 
that the wisdom and justice of God did 
almost necessarily require that such an 
enormous sinner should be made an example 
of everlasting vengeance, and a spectacle 
as such both to angels and men ; so that he 
hardly durst presume to pray for pardon ; 
yet what he then suffered was not so much 
from the fear of hell, though he concluded 
it would soon be his portion, as from a 
sense of that horrible ingratitude he had 
shewn to the God of his life, and to that . 
blessed Redeemer who had been in so af- 
fecting a manner set forth as crucified be^* 

* fore him. 

34, To this he refers in a letter, dated 
from Douglas, April 1. 1725, communicated 
to me by iris lady ; but I know not to whom 

it was addressed. His words are these ; 

iH One thing relating to my conversion^ and 
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<# remarkable mstance of the goodness of 
God to me^ the chief of sinners^ I do Qot 
remember that I ever told to any other per- 
son. It was this ; that after the astonishing 
sight I had of my blessed Lord> the ter* 
rible condition in which I was^ proceeded 
not so much from the terror of the law> as 
from a sense of having been so migrateful a 
monster to Him whom I thought I saw piejr- 
ced for my transgressions/' I the rather 
insert these words^ as they evidently attest 
the circumstance which may seem most 
amazing in this affair^ and contain so express 
a declaration of his own apprehension coO"* 
cerning it. 

35 In this view it may naturally be sup- 
posed he passed the remainder of the night 
waking ; and he could get but little rest 
in several that followed. His mind was 
continually taken up in reflecting on the 
divine purity and goodness ; the grace which 
had been proposed to him in the gospel^ 
and which he had rejected ; the singula 
advantages he had enjoyed and abused ; 
and the many favours of providence which 
be had received^ particularly in rescuing 
him from so many imminent dangers of 
deaths which he now saw must have been 
attended with such dreadful and hopeless 
destruction. The privileges of bis educa- 
tion/which he had so much despised^ now 
Jaj with an almost insupportable weight <N\ 
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Ms mind ; and the folly of that "career of 
sitiful pleasure^ which he had so many years 
been running with desperate eagerness arid 
unworthy delight, now filled him with in- 
dignation against himself, and againi^t the 
great deceiver by whom (to use his own 
phrase) he had been ^^so wretchedly be^ 
fooled." This he used often to express ia 
the strongest terms, which I shall not re-^ 
peat so particularly, as I cannot recollect 
some of them. But on the whole, it h 
certain, that by what passed before he left 
his chamber the next day, the whole frame 
and disposition of his soul wat new-mo- 
delled and changed; so that he beeamej^ 
and continued to the last day of his ejlem- 
plary and truly christiaft life, the very rre- 
verse of what he had been before. " A va- 
riety of particular?, which I am afterwards 
to mention, will illustrate this in the most 
convmcing manner. Biif I cannot pro- 
ceed to them without pausing awhile to 
adore so illustrious an instance of the power 
and freedpm of divine grace, and intreating 
my reader seriously to reflect upon iit, that 
his ovni heart may be suitably affected; 
for surely, if the truth of the fact be admit-' 
ted in the lowest views in which it can be 
placed, (that is, supposing the first impres- 
sion to have passed in a dream) it must be 
allowed to htfve been little, if any* thing, less 
than miraculous^ II cannot in- the cauvstr 
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of nature, be imagined how sucli a dream 
should arise in a mind full of the most im- 
pure ideas and affections^ and ( as he him- 
self often pleaded) more alienated from the 
thoughts of a crucified Sayiour^ than from 
any other object that can he conceived; 
nor can we sorely suppose it should^ with-^ 
out a mighty energy of the divine power^ 
be effectual to produce^ not only some 
transient flow of passion^ but so entire and 
80 permanent a change in character and 
conduct. 

36. On the whole, therefore, I must heg 
leave to express my own sentiments of the 
matter, by repeating on this occasion what 
I wrote several years ago, in my eighth ser- 
mon on Regeneration, in a passage dicta- 
ted chiefly by the circumstantial knowledge 
which I had of this amazing story, and, me* 
thinks, sufficiently vindicated by it, if it 
ttood entirely alone ; which yet, I must take 
the liberty to say, it does not ; for I hope 
the' world will be well informed, that there 
is at least a second, that very nearly ap- 
proached it, whenever the established church 
•of England shall lose one of its brightest 
ornaments, and one of the most useful 
members' which that, or perhaps any other 
christian communion, can boast: m the 
mean time, "may his exemplary life be long 
continued, and his zealous ministry abon- 
dantly prospered ! I beg my reader's par^ 



S7 

don for tbis digteasion. The pmteage I 
I eferred to nbov^ i» nsmarkably^ though net 
equally^ applicable to both the caset> as it 
ttandls in pace 263^ of the first editiQii, and 
page 160 or the second : under that headf 
where I am shewing, that God sometimes 
accomplishes the great work of which wa 
speak, by secret and immediate iodipressiaas 
iBii the mind. After preceding illustrations^ 
there >re the following words, on which the 
Coloners conversion will throw the justest 
light : '^ Yea> I have known those of dis-** 
tinguished genius^ polite manner 8> and great 
experience in human affairs, who> after 
having outgrown all the impsessions of a 
religious education^ after haying been har- 
dened^ rather than subdued by. the most 
/singular mercies^ even various, repeated^ 
and astonishing deliverances^ which have 
appeared to themselves no less thaa mira^ 
eulous : after having Uved for years witk- 
out G^ in the worlds notoriously coirrupt 
themsdves, and labouring to the utmost 
to corrupt others^ have been sfopt on a 
sudden in the fuU 'career of their sin, and 
have felt such rays of the divine presence^ 
and redieeming love, darting in upon their 
minds^ alnM^st like lightning from lieaveo^ 
as have at once roused, over pawiered, and 
tra!nsformed them ; so that they haw come 
out of their secret chambers y^iib a» irre-*. 
coAcikable ennv^y to those vices to vrinclv 



^hen^ttey etilered^ them, Hhey v^tte the 
tftme$l and oiost aband<»ned slaves ; and 
bate appeared from that very b(nir the tq- 
tiu^iesy the patrons^ the ehantpiims of re- 
ligion ; and after a course of the most re- 
a^iute attachment to it^ in spite ^f all the 
reasonings or the railleries^ the importuni- 
ties^ or the reproaches of its enemies^ they 
Itav^* continued to this day some of its 
brightest ornaments ; a change \?hich I 
behold with equal wonder and delight^ and 
wbichi if a nation should join in deriding 
it, I would adore as the finger of God/' 
; 37. The mind of Major Gardiner con- 
linued from this remarkable time till t6«- 
wards the end of October, (that is, rather 
more than three months^ but especially the 
two first of them) in as extraordinary a 
situation as one can well imagine. He 
Imcw nothing of the joys arising from a 
ittise of pardon ; but^ on the contraty^ 
4^f vtibe greater part /of that time, and with 
jwety*thoti intervals of hope toward the end 
jgf.it, tojokit for granted, that he must, in all 
Jl^obability^ quickly perish. Nerertheless^ 
lie had %ucli a sense of the evil of sin, of the 
Jl^oodness^of the Divine Being> and of the 
•dmirmble tendency of the christian reve- 
tation> that he resolved to spend the re- 
mainder 4>f bis life, while God continued 
liiDi out ^f hM, in as rational and useful 
a. mtanef as he coiild; and to continue 



castini^ himself at the feet of dtlriile inetcy^ 
every ilaj^ and often iif a dajj if peradTen«* 
ture there might be hope of pai^bh^ of which 
all that he could say was^ that he did n6t 
absolutely despair. He had at that tim^ 
such a sense of ihe degeneracy of his oWn 
heart/tliai he hardly durst form' any deter- 
mmate i^esolution against sin^ or pretend to 
engage himself by any vow in ^te prcisence 
of God ; bot was continually crying to him^ 
that he would deliver him from the bon- 
dage of corruption. He perceived in hiniY 
self a most surprising alteration with re- 
gard to the dispositions of his heart ; so thitj, 
wough be felt little of the delights of reli- 
gious duties^ he extremely desirild oppor- 
tunities of being engagea in them ; and 
those licentious pleasures^ which had before 
been his heaven^ were now absolutely hii 
aversion. And indeed^ when I' consider 
how habitual all those criminal indulgences 
were grown to him> and that hd was now in 
the prime of life^ and all this while iii high* 
health too^ I cannot but be astonished to 
reflect upon, it^ that he should be so Wonder-* 
fully sanctified in body* as weUassoulpiid 
spirit^ as that for all the future years of hi^ 
life> he^ from <hat hour^ should' find so con* 
staht a disinclination to^ and abhorrence 61^^ 
those criminal sensualities to which he fan* 
cied he was before so inviocibly impelled 
by his very cousti^tion^ that he was used 
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ftrangelj tq thiii^^ aiul to say^ that Omni* 
potence itself coold not reform bimy without 
destroy iog that hody and giving him ano- 
ther, mr. Spears expresses this wonder- 
ful circumstance in these remarkable words ; 
^' I was ( said the Colonel to me ) eflPectually 
eured of al^ inclination to that sin I was so 
Mrongly addicted to, that I thought nothing 
but shooting mc through the head could 
have cured me of it ; and all desire and in* 
eUnatiod to it was removed^ as entirely as 
if I had been a sucking child ; nor did the 
temptation return to this day/' Mr. Web* 
ster's words on the same subject are these : 
f ' Qne tbis^ J have heard the Colonel fre-^ 
quientiiy sa^^ that he was much addicted to 
impurity before bis acquaintance with reli- 
gion ; but that, so soon aB he was enlight* 
ened froi^ above^ be felt the power of the 
^oly Ghost changing his nature so wonder- 
fully, that his sanctification in this respect 
seemed more remarkable than in any other/' 
On which that worthy person makes this 
gpod ri^ark ; '^ So thorough a change of 
HVch |i polluted nature^ evidenced by the 
niosi upWmished walk and conversation 
for a lon^ course of years, demonstrates the 
power of the Highest, and leaves no room 
tp doubt of its reality/' Mr. Spears says 
this happened in three days' time. But from 
what I can recoUect, alt that the Colonel 
nfi^ldffi/tiaLU hy that eocpression^ if he used it^ [ 



(at I concluded he did) was/^ihat tie began 
to make the observation in • the spac6 of 
three days ; i;vhereas in the tpace of that 
time^ his thoughts were so taken up with 
the wonderful Views prevented to his mind^ 
that he did not immediatelj attend to it. 
If lie bad inrithin the first three days anjr 
temptation to seek some ease from the an- 
guish of his mind^ in returning to former 
sensualities^ it is a circumstance he did not 
mention to me ; and by what I can recollect 
of the strain of his discourse^ he iQtimated^ 
if he did not express the contrary. 

38. Nor was he only delivered from that 
^^bndage of corruption^ which bsid been ha* 
"bitual to him^for many years^ but felt in hia 
breast so contrary a disposition^ that he was 
grieved to see^ numan nature^ in those t6 
whom he was almost entirely a stranger^ 
prostituted to such low and contemptible 
pursuits. He therefore exerted his natural 
courage in a very new kind of xombat ; and 
became an open advocate fonreligion> in all 
its principles^ so far as he was acquainted 
with them^ and all its precepts relating to 
sobriety^ righteousness^ and godliness. Yet 
he was very desirous and cautious, that he 
might not run into an extreme, und made it 
one of his first petitions to God, the very 
day* after these amazing unpVessions had 
been wrought in his mind, that he might 
not be suffered to behave ytiih such ain af- 

E 3 



fected strictnfiss and precisencas, as vrnuld 
lead others about him into mistaken ootions 
of religion, and expose it to reproach or 
suspicion, aa if it were an unlovely or un- 
comfortable thing. For this reason, he en- 
deavoured to appear as cheerful in conver- 
sation as he conscientiously could ; though, 
in spite of att his precautions, some traces 
nf that deep inward sense which he had of 
his guilt and misery, would at times appear. 
He made no secret of it, however, that his 
views were entirely changed, though he con- 
cealed the particular circumstances attend- 
ing that change, lie told his most intimate 
companions freely, that he had rellected on 
the course of life in which he had so Iipg- 
joined them, and found it to he foUy and 
madness, unworthy a rational creature, and 
much more unworthy persons culling them- 
selves Christians. And he set up his stand- 
ard, upon all occasions, against principles 
'■f infidelity, and practices of vice, as detcr- 
niinatcly and as boldly as ever he displayed 
or planted his colours, when he bore them 
with so much honour in the field. 

39, I cannot forbear mentioning one 
struggle of this kind, which he described to 
me, with a large detail of circumstances, 
the first day of our acquaintance. There ' 
was at that time in Paris a certain lady, 
(whose name, then well known in the grand 
aiid the gay world. I muit beg leave to cou- 



ceah) who had imbibed the prtricipjes dT 
Deism^ and valued herself much upon beulj| 
an kyowed adiiSDcate for th^m; The Majci^ 
with his usudl franki^ess^ (though^ I doum 
not^ with that politeness of roatiners which 
was so habitual to him^ and which he rb^ 
tained ^roughout his whole life^) answered 
her like a man who perfectly saw through 
the fallacy of her arguments^ and was griev- 
ed to the heart for her delusion. On thil 
she briskly challenged him to debate the 
matter at large^ and to fix upon a day for 
that purpose^ when he should dine withher^ 
attended with any clergyman he might 
choose^ whether of the Protestant or Catho- 
lie communion. A sense of duty would not 
allow him to decline this challenge ; and yet 
he had no sooner [accepted it^ but he was 
thrown into great^ perplexity and distress^^ 
lest being (as I remember he expressed it 
when he told me the story ) only a Christiaii 
of six weeks old^ he should, prejudice s0 
good a cause^ by liis unskilful manner of 
defending it. However, he sought his re- 
fuge in earnest and repeated prayers toflSod^ 
that he who cto ordain 'Strength^ and per- 
fect praise^ out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings^ would graciously en&ble him^ oh 
this occadon^ td vindicate his triithsf in a 
manner which might carry conviction along 
with it. He 'then endeavoured to marshal 
the argqinents in his own tnind as well as W 
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could ; and apprehending that he could not 
speak with so much freedom before a iiutn- 
ber of persons, especially before such whose 
province he might in that cuse seem to in- 
vade, if he had not devolved the principal 
part of the discourse upon them, he easily 
admitted the apology of a clergyman or two 
to whom he mentioned the affair, and wait- 
ed on the lady alone upon the day ap- 
pointed. But his heart was so set upon the 
business, that he came earlier than he was 
expected ; and time enough to have two 
hours discourse hcforc dinner : nor did he 
at all decline having two young persons, 
nearly related to the lady, present during 
the conference. 

40. The Major opened it, with a vicv? 
of such arguments for the christian religioa 
as he had digested in his own mind, to 
prove that the apostles were not mistaken 
themselves, and that they could not have 
intended to impose upon us in the accounts 
they give of the grand facts they attest : 
with the truth of which facts, that of the 
christian religion is most apparently con- 
nected. And it was great encouragement 
to him, to find, that, unaccustomed as he 
was to a discourse of this nature, he bad an 
unusual command, both of thought and 
expression ,* so that he recollected, and 
uttered every thing as he could have wish- 
ed. The tady heard with attention; and 
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pMitd httHften ererjf %railefa m 
the sLrgiin^oit^ she did nont interrupt lfli<^ 
course of it, till he told her he had fiiiishlSl 
his design^ and waited for [her reply. SHi 
thto produced some of her objectionii^ 
which he took up and canvassed in such | 
manner^ that at last she burst out into tearr> 
sillowed the force of his arguments and re- 
plies^ and "appeared for some time after 86 
deeply impressed with the conversation, 
that it was observed by several of her friends; 
Aiid there is great teaiton to believe^ that 
the impression continued, at least so far a^ 
to iftev^nt her from ever appearing under 
the character of an unbeliever o^ a- scep^ 
ttc. 

41. This is only one specimen amoo^ 
many, of the battles he was ahnost daily 
called out to fight in the cause of religioii 
and virtue; with relation to which I fiiMl 
*hiin expressing himself thus in a letter to 
Mrs. Gardiner,' his good pnoth^r, dated 
from' Paris, the 25th January fplTowin 
that is, 1719-30, in answer to one, in whi 
shd had warned him to expdct such trials^ 
'* I have (says he) already m^ tnth thciitt; 
and am obliged to fight, and to dispute 
every inch of ground: but all tVabks kiid 
phraise to the great Captain of m^ salvatiori^J 
he $ghts for me ; s^ld then it is no wonder; 
thai I conie off more than conqueror. " By 
which ^bst expression I supjibse^he meatrt 
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to insinuate, that he was strengtliened and 
Ktablislied, raftier than overborne bj thif 
opposition. Yet it was not immediately, 
that he gained such fortitude. He has of- 
ten told me how much he felt in those days, 
of the emphasis of those words of the apos- 
tle, in which he ranks the trial of cruel 
mockings with scourgings, and bonds, and 
imprisonments. The continual railleries 
with which he was received in almost all 
companies wliere he had been most familiar 
before, did often distress him beyond mea- 
sure ; so that he has several times declared, 
he would mucii rather have marched up to 
a battery of the enemy's cannon, than hav9 
been obliged, so continually as he was, to 
face such artillery as this. But like a brave 
soldier in the first action wherein he is en- 
gaged, he continued resolute, though shud- 
dering at the terror of the assault ; and 
quickly overcame those impressions, which 
it IS nut perhaps in nature wholly to avoid; 
and therefore 1 find him in the letter refer- 
red to above, which was written about half 
a year after his conversion, ' quite ashamed 
to think of the uneasiness which these thingi 
once gave him.' In a word, he wc?it on 
8a every resolute Christian, by divine grace 
may do, till he turned ridicule and oppo- 
sition into respect and veneration. 

42. But this sensible triumph over these 
difSculties was not till his christian expe- 
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nence had teen abtondantlv ad^atice^^ hf 
tJhe blesdiig of Ood on tne sermoii^ Mr 
heard ( particularly in the Swiss ehapaf j 
aod on the inany hours Mvhich he spent* i0f 
derout retiromeBt^ pouring out his whot0 
soul before 6od in prayer. He heg&ti} 
within about two months after his first m^ 
#indrable ehange^ to perceive some secret 
dawnings df cheerful hope^ that vile as til 
•aw himself to be, (and I believe no words 
can express how vil^ that was>) he rfaigl^ 
nevertheless obtain mercy throughVa K^i^. 
decmer. And at length, ( if I remenibl^ 
right, about the end of October 1719 ;) 
he found all the burthen of his mind takcU 
off at once; by the powerful impressimi 
of that memorable scripture upon his mindj' 
Rom. iti. 25, 26. '' Whom God hath sfet 
forth for a propitiation, through faith iii 
his blood, to declare his righteoustiess in 
the remission of ^ins^ ^-^that he might h^ 
;}Ust, and the justifier of him that believetM 
inJesufl(." Ife had tised to imagine, that 
the justice of God requiifed the dadnatioli 
of so enormous a sinner as he saw himself 
to be. But now he was made deeply sent 
sible, that the divide jiistice might be,, nc(t 
only vindicated, but' glorified in saving hitn 
by the blood of Jesus, even that blood which 
cleanseth from all sin; Th^ did he see 
and feel the riches, off redeeming loTe and 
grace, in such a manner^ an not -only en^ 
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gisged him with tfae utimost pltasQse '^iiid 
confidence to Tcnture his soul upon it^ but 
•tea swallowed up (as it were)vhis wh^le 
ieart in the returns of love^ which from that 
blessed time became the gaMciiiii^ and. de- 
lightful principle of his ohedieiit^^ and 
animated him with an enlarged hearty tQ 
luh the way of God's commandments*. 
Thus God was pk'ased (as he himself used 
to speak) in an hour to turn his captivity. 
All the. terrors of his former state were 
chBnged into unutterable joy^ which kept 
him almost continually waking for three 
nights : together^ and yet refreshed him as 
the noblest of cordials. His expressions^ 
tjbough naturally very strongs always seem- 
^ to be swallowed up^ when he would de- 
icvibe the series of thoughts through which 
h^ now passed^ under the rapturous ex- 
perience of that joy unspeakable and fuH 
0f glory> which then seemed to overflow 
Ms soul; at indeed there was nothing he 
seemed to speak of ivith greater relish* 
And though Ibe fir<st octtaciea of it after- 
wards subsided into a. more cahn and com- 
posed delight, yet were the impressions so 
deep and so permaneat> that, he assured 
me^ on the word of a christian and afriend^ 
wonderful as it might seem^ that for about 
seven years after this^be enjoyed almost 
nn\ heaven upon earth. His soul was so 
CMtinually filled withr a senae of the love 
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of Godfin Chrkt^i\uiiyU^kmm {it- 

terruptioD, Twit ^heo necessary ^ -converse 
and the duties of his statipi^ called off hit 
thoughts for $t little time. And when the/ 
did so^ as soon as he was alpne, the torrent 
returned into its natural channel again ; so 
that from the minute of his awakening ia 
the mornings his heart was rtsingto^od^ 
and triumphing in him ; and the^e thoughts 
attended him through all the scenes of life>. 
till he lay down on his bed a^ain> and a 
short parenthesis of sleep (for it was but a 
very short onctliat he allowed himself) in* 
vigoratcd his aaiinal powers^ for rmew- 
iug them with greater intenseheiss and sen- 
sibility. ^ 

43. I shall have an opportunity qf illut* 
trating this in the most convincing oianner 
below, by extracts from several letters which 
he wrote to intimate friends during^ this hap<- 
py period of time. Letters which breathe a 
spirit of such\Sublimeand fervent piety> ai I 
have seldom met with any where else, b 
these circumstances it is no wonder that he 
was greatly delighted with Dr. Witt's imi- 
tation of the cxxvi. Psalm ; since it'iitaiy bib 
questioned, whether there ever was a persbli 
to whom the following stanzas of it were 
more suitable. 

When God reveaj'd his graciotis name, '■"' 
And changed my mouruful state, 



"Hi Mykkplitteledm'datdeiaiiigdreaili'; 
s^: - c1^7 ipr94?e appeared 99 great . 

/ , The wpii4 ]|i>eheld the glonpus changei 
^ ' And.md thine hand confess ; 
In-j Jf y totigue broke but in unknown stoins 
^^ • And sRing mirpiising grace. * 

J. ; ^* Great ia the work/' my neighbours cry'd^ 
And pi¥n'(| the pow'r divine ; 
*^ Great is the work," my heart reply'd ; 
\^ " And be the glory thine." 

^ 'The Lord can clear the darkest skie9y 
Can ffive us day for night ; 

]U(ak0 <|rQp^ of sacrod ^prio^w |ris<^ 
, ^jiyers of delight. , / 
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, Let tho^ that sow in sadness, wait 
s ^^ TiirUci ^tr hsttvest cmne ; 
1");;': Tbey shisiU confess their sheares arc great, 
•A-n r AjkI shout the blesangd home. 
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sr 44. I have been M happy as to get the 

jri|^t of five original letters^ which he wrote 

itt> his mother about this time ; which do in 

'#fvefy \\y^y. mauaer:, illustrate the surprising 

4hling)» j:iMide in the ^fcole current of his 

ilii^lftghts> and temper of his mind. Many 

^tliem were written in the most basty maiv- 

tflfr^ just as the eouriei who brought them 

was perhaps unexpectedly setting out; and 

they relate chiefly to affairs in which the 

public is not at all eoncemed : yet there is 

not one of them in which ke baa not inserted 



iome warm ud gtouine tetttftmqtdf ildi^iOK. 

And indeed it is very reiDarkable> that ihobgli 
he was pleased to honour roe widi a great 
many letters, and I have seen several more 
which he wrote to others, some of them on 
journeys, where he could have but few mi- 
nutes at command, yet I cannot recollect 
that I ever saw any one in which there was 
not some trace of piety. And the reverend 
Mr. Webster, who wiis employed to review 
great numbers of them, that he might select 
such extracts as he should think proper id 
communicate to me, hem made me the same ob^ 
servation. His words are these, 5' I have 
read over a vast number of the Coloners iet^ 
ters, and have not found any of them, how^i^ 
ever short, and writ in the most passing 
manner, even when posting, but what is ex^ 
pressive of the most passionate breathings 
towards his God and Saviour. If the letter 
consists but of two sentences, religion is not 
forgotten,*^ which doubtless deserves to be 
carefully remarked as the most uncontested 
evidence of a pious mind, ever under the 
warmest impressions of divine things.'' 
45. The major, with great j usticc tells the 

food lady his mother, " that when she saw 
im again she would find tiie person indeed 
the same, but every thing else entirely 
changed.'' And she might easily have per- 
ceived it of herself, by the whole tenor of 
those letters, which every where breathe the 
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jRitfeeted^spidttrf aifiie Chiitistmii; . Tbej 
liM taken up iQin^tinies with giving udyite 
Jnd directions cooceming some pious and 
eharitable contributions (one of 'which I re- 
inember amounted to ten guineas^ though, 
«s he wats Hien out of commispion^ and bad 
noA formerly been very frugal^ it cannpt be 
jtup posed he liad much to spare ; ) sometimes 
io/speaking of the pleasure with which he 
«rtfended' slermdns^ and expected sacramental 
j^|)ortunities ; land other times in exhorting 
lier^ established as she was in religion^ to 
liibour after a yet more exemplary character 
and conduct^ or in recommending her to the 
dif ine pr^sdaec and blessing, as well as^him- 
•elf to faiNT: prayers. What satisfaction such 
lexers as: these must give to a lady of her 
distinguished piety, who had so lon^ wept 
nver this dear and amiable son^ as quite lost 
to Oodj and on th^: verge of Stnal destruction, 
it ^ is not for me 40 describe, . or ind^^d to 
'eonoeive. M^t hastily as tbeae. letters were 
%^ftten> only foe private view, I will give a 
;fbw specimens from them in his own words ; 
whicb Will serve to illustrate, asiwell as cou- 
ffi)rln,i vrhati I have hinted above. 
r/;j46.^f' I roust take the liberty,'* says he in 
Vji^tter dated on. the first day of the new 
Ybbx, or, according to the old^tyle, Dec. 21^ 
4719, *'to intreat you thatyou Would re- 
Tceive no company on the Lord's day. I 
J^ioo w you have, a great many good acquaint 
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very well edified ; bot as Jo^ caanot keep 
out and let in whom you pleaie. the tiest 
^nj^, ^1^ my Immple opinion^ will be to; Mf^ 
hon0/^ In aiu:^tl^ei'i of Jan, 25, ''I am hap^ 
pier than j^j one can ima^oe^ except it 
could put him in exactly the same situatipa 
wit^i myself;, which is wqat the world canQot 
give, and no man ever attained to, unless |t 
were from ^bove.'' In another^ dat<^ 
March 30, which was just before a sacra*? 
ment day, '' To-morrow, if it please <Sod, I 
shall be happy ; ii^y soul being to be fe4 
with the bread of life, which came dowii 
from heaven. I shall be mindful of you ^ll 
there." In another^ of Jan; ^9. he thus ex^ 
presses that indifference for worldly posstetir 
sious, which he so remarkably. carrie4 
through all the remainder of his life ; '\t 
know the rich are only stewards for the 
poor, and must give an account of everjr 
penny, therefore, the less Ihavc, the mof« 
easy will it b^ to render a faithful account 
of it." And to add no more from these let»T 
ters at present, in the conclusion of one of 
them he has these comprehensive apd so^ 
lemn words; '^ Now that He, who is^ th^ 
ease of the aSlif^ted, the supportof the w^aJ^ 
the wealth of the poor, jLhe teacher of th^^ 
ignorant, the anchor of the fearful, and th^" 
infinite reward of all faitfiful souls, maj| 
pour ^out upon you all his richest bleasiqgs. 
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shall always be' the prayer of him who K 
entirely yours, &.'* 

47. To this account of his correspondeoce 
• with his excellent mother 1 should be glad 

to add a large view of another, to which 
(he introduced him, with that reverend and 
valuable person, under whose paotoral care 
she wa? placed, I mean the justly celebrated 
Doctor Edmund Calamy, to whom she could 
not but early communicate the joyful news 
of her son's conversion. I-ara not so happy 
ati to be possessed of the letters which pas> 
tftd between them, which I have reason to 
believe would make a curious and valuable 
collection : but I ha\e had the pleasure of 
receiving, from my worthy and amiable 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Edmund Calamy, one 
of the letters which the Doctor, his father, 
wrote io the Major outhis wonderful occa- 
«ion. I perceive by the contents of it that 
it was the first ; and indeed it is dated as 
early as the third of August, 1719, which 
must be but a few days after his own ac- 
count, dated August 4, N. S. could rench 
England. There is so much true religion 
and good sense in this paper, and the coun- 
sel it suggests may be so seasonable to other 
persons in circumstances which bear any 
resemblance to his, that I make no apology 
to my reader fur inserting a large extract 
, from it. 

48. " Dear Sir, — X conwire it will not 



mueh Mrprisa you to vindergtatid tbat jaat 
good motbef coitimunicated to mo yourii^ 
ter to li6r> dated August 4, N; S: which 
brought her the news jou coneeived w^nHI 
be so acceptable to her. I who have beMi 
a witness to her eonceirn for you ou a'spi^^ 
ritual account^ €an attest with what joy thitf 
news was riBceived by her^ and imparted fc^ 
roc as a special friend^ who ishe kiiew would 
bear a part With her on such ati occarioff; 
And indeed^ if (as our Saviour intiniated>^ 
Luke XV. Ij 10. ) there is in such cases jof 
in heaven and among the angels of Gbd^ if 
may well be supposed^ that of a pious mo^' 
ther who has spent so many prayers and 
tears upon you^ and as it were travailed 
in birth with you again^ till Christ was form*-' 
ed in you, cduld not be small. You may* 
believe me if I add that I also, as a cora<^ 
mon friend of her's andyour% and which ii* 
much more of the Prince r)f light, whom yorf 
now declare you heartily fall in with in oppo^ 
sition to that of the dark kingdom, could not 
but be tenderly ajSTectcd with an account of 
it under your own hand. My joy on this? 
account was the greater, considering the 
importance of your capacity, interests, and' 
prospects; which in such an age as^this^^ 
may promise most happy consequences, on^ 
your heartily appearing on God's side, and* 
embarking in the interests of our dear Re^* 
deemer^ If I have hitherto at all remeoH 
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k»»A yym Itt >,4fee ihrone Qf griieey^t (your 
gipodmotlieF's desire^ (^('hiGh youitre pleased 
^,t$ke notyse #f with so niueh respect^) I 
ffH^^Msqr^, yim I shall henceforward be led 
i(^>4o il> with: more cf>ii€erPjii^iiA particularly 
lHithr;by duty ajad i&f^UnfUiod. lAiid if I 
yif^c^f^kif^ of ^yi9g you aqy Uttle assis- 
twice in the pphlc design you are eqgaged 
iii>^ by corresponding with you by letter, 
while you are at such a distanccj I should 
dojt most cheerfully. And, perhi^s, such 
% motiou may not be altogether unaccept- 
able; for i am inclined to believe, that 
when some, whom you are obliged to con- 
Terse with, observe your behaviour so dif- 
ferent from what it formerly was, and hau- 
ler you upoa it as niad and fanciful, it may 
he some little relief to correspond with one 
vrlio will take a pleasiire ip heartening and 
eoqouraging you. And when a great many 
^tiings frequently offer, in which conscience 
may be Cj^ncerned where duty may not al- 
ways be plain, nor suitable persons to ad- 
Tise with at hand, it may b^ some satisfaction 
to you to correspond with one, with whom 
you may use a friendly freedom in all suck 
natters, an4 on whose fidelity, you may 
4epeiid. You may therefore epniniand me 
ill any of these respects, and I shall take a 
plei^ure in serving you.-— One , piece of ad- 
vice I shall venture to givi» you, though 
J9m own good sense Mrill m^kt^ my eplarg* 
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kg npm ^jm ij^fwl; I nipwjthat yon 
ifvould frqiori j,(fm.&xst setting quty carefullj^ 
distingqisa between the esjientials of renl^ 
religion^ and those thijogs which, are coiq-^ 
monj^r ^eckoaied l)j its prol!es3or« to belong, 
to it.' The want ^fthis diiftioctioa hai bail 
very unhappy consequenceg from otie agt 
to another, and perhaps in none more than 
the present... But your ^daily converse with 
your Biblej, wbi(;h you mention, may her^ 
give ypu^ great assistance. I move alscb 
(bailee infidelity iff much abounds, yoiit 
would not only by close an4 sef ious coosih 
deration, endeavour to settle youjrs^lf wf^l^ 
in the fuq^mental principles of reiigioiik^ 
b^t , also that, :^ opportunity offers, yew 
would converse : with those books whieli 
tfjcat most judiciously on tli^e divine origin§(> 
of Christianity,, such as Grpt^fiRj Aba4ifk 
Baxter, Bates, JDu Plcssis, &c. which rn^ji 
establi3h you agains[t the cavils that occuf 
i]^ ahAost all convj^rsfitioiis, and fMrpisb ym^ 
with arguments, which, when properly q^ 
fered, may be^ of use to inaJke some imprc-||^ 
sioi^s on others. But being toQ mjueb striMI^ 
eued to enlarge at present, I cap. only adi^ 
that if your /hearty falling in with, sprio^^ 
rqUjgipn should prove any hnidrance to youi^ 
adyancemeot-tn the worldj (vvhjch I pr^jj 
Ood it ,raay not> unless su<^^^dyauccmea^ 
would be ar^istiare to you,) t hope v^n 
will trusti^^^^avipur's word# that it shal| 



be no disadvantage to jou in the iin&I is- 
sue; he iias given you his word for it. Mat, 
xix. 3l), upon wliich you may safely de- 
pend ; and I am satisfied, none that ever 
did so, at last repented of it. May you go 
on and prosper, and the God of all grate 
and peace he with you ! 

49. I think it very evident from the con- 
tents of this letter, that the Major had not 
imparted to his rliother the most singular 
circumstances attending his conversion ; and 
indeed^ there was something ao peculiar in 
them, that I do not wonder he was alwayt 
cautious in speaking of them, and especially 
that he was at first much on the reserve. 
We may also uaturally reiiect, that there 
seems to have been something ycry provi- 
deutial in this letter, considering the debate 
IB which our illustrious convnt was soon 
o^^ed; for it was written but about three 
weeks before his conference with the. ladj 
above mentioned, in the defence of Claris- 
tianity ; or, at least, before the appoint- 
ment of it. And as some of the books re- 
commeaded by Dr. Calamy, particularly 
Abadie and Du Plessis, were undoubtedly 
within his reacbj ( if our English advocates 
Wete not, ) this might, by the divine blessing, 
contribute considerabtj towards arming hiq 
for that combat; in which he came nff with 
«ueti happy success. And as M this instance, 
^ m many others, they who w31 observe the 



cmnciderice and eoncunrence of thingSy'^auijr 
be engaged to adore the wise conduct ot 
ProyidcBce in events^ whidi^ wheo takeo 
singly and by themselyes^ baye noibio^ ^ery 
remarkable in than. 

50. I think it vf9S about this time that 
this resolute and exemplary Christian^ en* 
tered upon that methodical manner of liting 
which he pursued through so many suc- 
ceeding, years of lifc^ and I believe^ gene- 
rally^ so far as the broken stat^ of his health 
would allow it^ in his latter days^ to the very 
end of it. He used constantly to rise at 
four in the mornings and to spend his time 
tiM six in the secret exercises of devotion^ 
readings meditation^ and prayer ; in which 
last he contracted such a fervency of spiri^ 
as I believe few men living ever obtamedf 
This certainly tended very much to strength* 
en that firm faith in God, and reverent ani- 
mating sense of his presence, for which he 
was so eminently remarkable, and which 
carried him through the trials and services 
of life, with such steadiness, and with sucti 
activity ; for he indeed endured, and acted 
as always seeing Him who is invisible. If 
at any time he was obliged to go out before 
six in the morning, he rose proportionably 
sooner, %o that when a journey or a marcn 
has required him to be on horse-back by 
four, he would be at his devotions at farthest 
by two. He likewifc secured time for re- 



fifeibentiirAK^TerJihg; UKlthat>he' might 
IniTe it the more At command, and be the 
ht6^ fit' to use it properly, as well as tlie 
better able to rise early tne next morning, 

he generally went to l>ed about ten ; and, 
during the time I was acquainted with him, 
he seldom ate any supper, but a mouthful 
of bread and one glass of wine. In conse- 
quence of this, as well as of his admirably 
good constitution, and the long habit he had 
formed, he required leas slefp than most 
persons I Iiave known ; and I doubt nrt 
but his uncommon progress in piety was in 
a great measure owing to these resolute ha- 
bits of self-denial. 

51. A life any thing like this, could not, 
to be sure, be entered upon, in the midst of 
Such company as he had been accustomed 
to keep, without great opposition ; especi- 
ally as he did not entirely withdraw himself 
from cheerful conversation ; but, on the 
contrary, gave several hours every d;iy to it, 
lent religion should be reproached, as having 
made him morose. He, however, early be- 
gan a practice, which to the last day of his 
life he retained, of reproving vice and pro- 
fancness ; and was never afraid to debate 
the matter with any, under the conscious- 
ness of such superiority in the goodness of 
liis cause. 

62. A remarkable instance of this hap- 
pened, if I mistake not, about the middleof 
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the year 1^205 thoogh I canoot be verj ex- 
act as to tbedate of the story. It was how-* 
ever t)n h4s first return^ to make any coa- 
si4epable abode in England, after this ren 
MMirkable change. He had heard, on the 
<rther side of the Water, that it was currently 
reported among his companions at beoie, 
tiiat he was stark mad ; a report, at which 
m6 reader, who icnows the wisdom of the 
world in these matters^ will be much sur- 
prised any more than bimself. He xon- 
(cliided therefore that he should haTe many 
iMittles to fight, and was willing to dispatch 
^flie business as fast as he could. And tliere* 
fore, being to spend a few days «t the coun- 
4ry-hoilse of a person of distingui^ed rank, 
^th whom he had been very intimate, 
(w^bose name I do net remember 'that he 
4<Ad me, nor did I tfahik it proper 'to in- 
quire after it, ) he begged the favour of him 
tnathe would contrive matters so, that a 
d«y or two after he came down, several of 
4heir former gay companions might meet at 
his Lordship^i table ; that be might have aa 
opportunity of making his apology to them, 
and acquainting -them with the nature and 
reasons of his change. It was accordingly 
4itgreed to ; and a pretty large company mcrf; 
on the day appointed, vnth previous notic# 
that Major uardtner would be there. A 
good deal of raillery passed At dinner, to 
which thcliajor made very little answer. 
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. But when the cloth was taken away, and the 
.servants retired^ he begged their patience 
. for a few minutes^ and t}ien plainly and se* 
. rioqsly told them, what notions he enter- 
. tained of virtue and religion, and on what 
considerations he had aCsoIotely determined^ 
that by the grace of God he would make it 
th care and business of life, whatever he 
might lose by it, and whatever censure and 
. contempt he might incur. He well knew 
. how improper it was in 'such company to 
relate the extraordinary manner in which 
he was awakened ; which they would pro- 
..perly have interpreted to a 'demonstration 
of lunacy, against all the gravity and solidi- 
t;^ of his discourse ; but he contented him- 
self with such a rational defence of a righ- 
teous, sober, and godly life, as he knew none 
of them could, with any shadow of reason^ 
, contest. He then challenged them to pro- 
pose any thing they could urge, to prove 
that a life of irreligion and debauchery was 
preferable to the fear, love^ and worship of 
the eternal God, and a conduct agreeable to 
the precepts of his gospel. And he fkiled 
not to bear his testimony from his own ex- 
perience, (to one part of which many of 
them had been witnesses, ) that after having 
run the widest round of sensual pleasure, 
with all the advantages the best constitu- 
tion and spirits could give him, he had 
Kieyer tasted any thing that deserved to be 



called happiness, till lie had made religion 
his refuge and delight. He testified calmly 
and boldly^ tfie habitual serenity and peace 
that he now felt in his own breast^ (for the 
most elevated delights he did not think fit to 
plead> lest they should be esteemed enthu- 
siasm,) and the composure and pleasure 
with which he looked forward to objects, 
which the gayest sinner must acknowledge 
to be equally unavoidable and dreadful. 

53. I know not what might be attempted 
by some of the company in answer to this ;; 
but I well remember he told me, the mastw 
of the table, a person of a very frank and 
candid disposition, cut short the debate and 
said, ** Come let us all call another cause : 
We thought this man mad, and he is id good 
earnest proving that we are so." On the 
whole, this well-judged circumstance saved 
him a great deal of future trouble. Whm 
his former acquaintance observed that he 
was -still conversable and innocently cheerful, 
and that he was immoveable in nis resolu- 
tions, they desisted from father importunity. 
And he has assured me, that instead of los- 
ing any one valuable friend by this change 
in his character, he foundihimself much more 
esteemed and regarded by many who could 
not persuade themselves to imitate his ex* 
atopic, 

54. [ have not any memoirs of Colonel 
Gardiner's life, or any other remarkable 
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event befalling him in it, from the time of 
his return to England^ till his marriage in 
the year 1726 ; except the extracts which 
have been sent me from some letters^ which 
he wrote to his religious friends during this 
interval, and which I cannot pass by without 
9. mor<7 particular notice. It may be re- 
collected^ that in consequence of the re- 
duction of that regiment of which he was 
Major, he was out of commission from No- 
vember the 10th, 1718, till June the 1st, 
1724. And after he returned from Paris, I 
find all his letters, during this period, dated 
from London, where he continued, in com • 
munion with the Christian societv under the 
pastoral care of Dr. Calamy. As his good 
mother also belonged to the same, it is easy 
to imagine, it must be an unspeakable plea- 
sure to her to have such frequent opportu^ 
nities of conversing with such a son, of ob- 
serving in his daily conduct and discourses 
the blessed effects of that change which di- 
.vinc nac^ had made in his heart, and o^ sit- 
ting down with him monthly at that sacred 
feast, where Christians so frequently enjoy 
the divinest entertainments which they ex- 
pect on this side heaven. I the rather men- 
tion this ordinance, because, as this excel- 
lent lady had a very high esteem for it, so 
she had an opportunity of attending but the 
very Lord's day immediately preceding hot 
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deaths which happened on Thursday, Octo-- 
ber 7, 1725, after her son had been remov- 
ed from her almost a^y ear. He: bad main- 
tamed her handsomely out of that very 
moderate income, on which he subsisted 
since his regiment had been didianded ; and 
when she expressed her ^fttitude to him for 
it, he assured her, ( I thmk in one of the last 
letters she ever received from him, ) ^ that 
he esteemed it a great honour, that God 
put it into his power to make,' what he cafi- 
ed, ^ a very small acknowledgement of ^11 
her care for hin^ and especially*6f the many 
prayers she had offered on his account, vvhich 
had already been remarkably answered, 
and the benefit of which he hoped ever to^ 
enjoy/ 

55. I apprehend that the Earl of Stair's 
regiment, to the majority of vrhich he was 
promoted on th^ 2(Hh of July, 1724, wat 
then quartered in Scotland ;. for all the 
letters in my hand, from that time to the 
6th of Februarv, 1726, are dated from thence, 
and particularly from Douglas> Stranrawen, 
Hamilton, and Air ; biit I have the pleasure 
to find, from comparing these with others of 
an earlier date from London and the neigh- 
bouring parts, that neither the detrihieot 
vrhich he must sufler by being so long out 
of commission, nor the hurry of affairs while- 
charged with it, could prevent or interrupt 
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that intercourse with heaven; Vfhkh was his 
daily feasts and his daily strength. 

56. These were most eminently the happy 
years of his life ; for he had learned to esti- 
mate his happiness^ not by the increase. af 
' honour^ or the possession of wealthy or by 
. what was much dearer to his generous heart 
than either^ the converse of the dearest and 
worthiest huinan friends ; but by near-- 
ness to God^ and by the opportunities of 
humble conver^se with him in the lively ex- 
ercise of contemplation^ praise^ and prayer. 
Nqw there was no period of his life^ in 
which he was more eminently favoured with 
these ; nor do I find any of his letters so 
overflowing with transports of holy joy, as 
those which were dated during this time. 
There are indeed in some of* them such very 
sublime passages, that I have been dubious 
whether I should communicate them to the 
public or not, lest I should administer matter 
of profane ridicule to some, who look upon 
all the elevation of devotion as contemptible 
enthusiasm. And it has also given roe some 
apprehensions, lest it should discourage 
some pious Christians* who, after haviu(y 
spent several years in the service of God, 
and in humble obedience to the precepts of 
his gospel, may not have attained to any 
such heights as these. But on the whole, I can* 
not satisfy mjself to suppress, them ; not only 
as I number some of them, considered in a de«* 
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Yotional vicw^ among the most extraordi^ 
nary pieces of the kind I have ever met 
with : but as some of the most excellent and 
judicious persons I any where know to whom 
I have read them^ have assured me^ that 
thoy felt their hearts in an unusual manner 
impressed^ quickened^ and edified by them. 

57. I will therefore draw back the veil, 
and shew my much honoured friend in his 
most secret recesses^ that the world may see 
what thos^ springs were from whence issued 
that clcar^ permanent^ and living stream of 
wisdom^ piety, and virtue, which so appa- 
rently ran through all that part of his lifis 
which was open to public observation. It 
is not to be imaginedj^ that letters written iu 
the intimacy of Christian friendship, some of 
them with the most apparent matks of haste, 
and amidst a variety of important public 
cares^ should be adorned with any studied 
elegance of expression, about which the 
greatness of his soul would not allow him io 
be at any time very solicitous ; for he ger 
nerally (so far as I could observe,) wrote 
as fast as his pen could move, which hapr 
p, both for him and his friends, was very 
•cely. Yet here the grandeur of his aubr 
ject has sometimes clothed his ideas with a 
language that is more elevated than is ordf- 
narily to be expected in aa epistolary corr 
respondence. Tlie proud scorners^ who may 
deride sentiments and enjoyments like those 
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'Whicli this truly great man so experimentally 
and pathetically describes^ 1 pity from my 
heart ; and grieve to think how unfit they 
must be for the hallelujahs of beaten^ who 
pour contempt upon the nearest approaches 
to them ; nor shall I think it any misfortune 
to share with so excellent a person in their 
profane derision. It will be infinitely more 
than equivalent for all that such ignorance 
and petulance can think and say^ if I may 
. convince some who are as yet strangers ta 
religion^ how rcal^ and how noble^ its de- 
lights are ; if I may engage my pious readera- 
to glorify God for, so ulustrious an instance 
of his grace ; and finally^ if I may quickea 
. them^ and above all may rouse my own too 
indolent spirit^ to follow with less unequal 
ateps an example^ to the sublimity of which 
I^fear^ few of M bhall after all be able fully 
to attain. And that we mav not be too 
much discouraged under the deficiencv^ let 
it be recollected^, that few have the aavan- 
tage of a temper natur4illy so warm ; few have 
an equal command of retirement ; and per- 
haps hardly any one^ who thinks himself moat 
indebted to the ridhes and freedom of di- 
vine grace^ can trace interpositions of itj in 
all respects equally astonishing. 

58. The first of these extraordinary let- 
ters which have fallen into my haud^ is dateil 
nearly three years after his conversion^ and' 
addressed to a lady of quality. I believe it 
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it the £rst tlukt th^ Mti^^yet moie, se isi* 
raediatelv <Hi the «i|bject af his religiouii 
cODfioIatioDS and converse -with God in de^ 
Tout retiremeDt. For I ^^11 remember^ that 
he once told me, he was so mi^ch afraid that 
spiritual pride should mingle itself with th^ 
irelation of such kind of experiqnces^ that h^ 
concealed them a long time ; but observing 
with hovr much freedom the sacred writerp 
open all«^the most secret recesses of theif 
liearts^ ei|)ecially in the Psalms>. his con-> 
science began to be biirtbftaed> under aa 
apprehension that for the honour of God^ 
and in order to engage the copcurreQ^ 
praises of some of his people^ he opgl^l^ 
to disclose them. On this he set himsplf t(|S 
ireflectj who among all his nunierpus w^ 
quaintance seemed at once the most oj^n 
perienced Christian he knew, (to whom 
tlierefore such things as be had to oommuQi'* 
cate might appear solid wd credible^ ) an^ 
who the humblest. He qiiickly thought of 
the Lady Marchioness of Douglas in thi^ 
vvew : and the reader may well imagine, 
that it struck my mind very strongly to think 
that now, more than twenty-four years aftef 
it was written. Providence should bring to 
my hands, (as it has done within these few 
days, ) what I assuredly believe to be a ge-* 
Quine copy of that very letttt^ which I ha4 
not the least reason to expect I should ever 
have seen, when I learned from his owg 
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moutbj amidst the freedbm of an accidental 
conyersatioDj the occasion and circumstances 
of it. 

59. 'Tis dated from London^ July 21st 
I722j and the very first lines of it relate to a^ 
remarkable circumstance, which from others 
of his letters I find have happened several 
times. I mean, that when he had received . 
from any of his Christian friends a few lines 
which particularly affected his heart, hecould 
not stay till the stated return of his devo* 
tional hour, bui immediately retired to pray 
for them, and to give vent to those religious 
emotions of mind which such a correspon- 
dence raised. How invaluable was such a 
friend ! and how great reason have those of 
us, who once possessed a large share in his . 
heart, and in those retired and sacred mo- 
ments, to bless God for so singular a feli* 
city ; and to comfort ourselves in a pleasing 
hope, that we may yet reap future blessings^ 
as the harvest of thosepetitions which he can 
no more repeat. 

60. His words are these ; ' I was so hap- 

fy as to receive yours just as 'I arrived, and 
had no sooner read it but I shut my door, 
and sought him whom my soul loveth^ I 
Bought him, and found him ; and would not 
let him go till he had blessed us all. 'Tis 
impossible to find words to express what I 
obtained ; hut I suppose it was something 
like that which the disciples got ai they wer« 
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^ing to Emmaui^ when tliej gaid^ Did not 
our hearts bum within us ? &c. or rather 
like what Paul felt, when he could not tell 
whether he was in the body or out of it.* He 
■ then mentions his dread of spiritual pride^ 
from which he earnest!^ prays that God may 
deliver and preserve him. ' This> says he, 
would have Hindered me from communicating 
these things, if I had not such an example 
bef(yre me as the man after God's own heart, 
sayings I will declare what God hath done 
for my soul ; and elsewhere. The humble 
shall hear thereof, and be glad ; now I am 
satisfied that your Ladyship is of that num- 
ber.' He then adds, I had no sooner finish- 
ed this exercisej that is, of prayer above-* 
mentioned, '' but he sat down to admire the 
gpodness of my Godj that he would vouch- 
•afe to influence by his free Spirit so un- 
deserving a wretch as I, and to make me 
thus mount up with eagles' wings^. And here 
I was lost again, and got into an ocear^, 
where I could find neither bound nor bot- 
tom, hut was obliged to fry out with the 
apostle, O the breadth, the length, the 
depths the heighth, of the love of Christ, 
If hich passeth knowledge ! But if I give way 
to this strain^ I shall never have done^. That 
The God of hope may fill you with alt joy 
and peace in believing, that you may abound 
in hope through the power . of the Holy 
Ghost, shal^ always be the prayej of him> 



"who 19^ with the '^eatest dncerity «nd ras- 
fleet, your Ladyihip'iB, Ac." 

61 . Another passage to the same purpose 
I find in a memorandanij which be seenn to 
have written for his own use, daited Mon- 
day, March 11, which, I perceive, libom 
imany Coficurrent circum^ftamoes, must have 
heen in the yea/ 17^-8. ' TMs 4ay', «ays 
he, ^haying been to visit Mrs. G. at Haitip- 
ated, I came hMie nhout two amd refid 
^ ffermon on these words. Psalm cxxK. 
4. But there is forgiveness with thee that 
ihoti mayest he feared. About the hrtter 
end of which, there is a descriptioB •of the 
iniserable condition of those {hat are slight- 
ers of pardoning grace. From a sense ef 
Ihie ereat obligations I lay under to the Al- 
ttiighty God, who hath made me to itiSkt 
firom such, from what I was, and from the 
rest of my companions, I kneeled down to 
|nraise his holy name ; and I know not that 
in my life time I ev^ lay lower in the dustj 
never having had a fnller 'view of ray own 
imwofthinoss. I nchrer pleaded more strongly 
the mc^rits and intercession of him, whb I 
know is Worthy ; tiever vowed more sincere- 
ly to be the Lord% and tonccept of Christ 
as he is offered in the gospel, as tny -king, 
priest, and prophet ; never had so -strong a 
desire to depart, that I m^ht ^in no more ; 
but — mj grace is sufficient--*^.urbedfhat de- 
sire. \ I ntvtr |>leaded {greater ftrvency for 
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the comforter^ which ^ our blessed Lord hath 
promiaed shall abide with us for e?er. For 
all which I desire to ascribe glory, &c. to 
Him that sitteth on the throne^ and to the 
Lamb.' 

63. There are several others of his papers 
which speak muchthe same ll^nguage ; which 
had he kept a diary, would j doubtless, have 
filled many sheets. I believe my devout 
readers would not soon be weary of reading 
extracts of this kind ; but not to exceed 
in this part of my narrative, I shall mention 
only two more, each of them dated some 
years ajfter ; that is one from Douglas, Apr. 
1 st, 1 725 ; and the other from Stranraer, 
the 25th of May following. 

63. The former of these relates to the 
frame of his spirit on a journey. On the 
mention of which, I cannot but recollect 
how often I have heard him sav, that some 
of the most delightful days of his life were 
days in which he travelled alone, ( that is, 
with only a servant at a distance ; ) when he 
could, especially in roads not much fre- 
quented, indulge himself in the pleasures o^ 
prayer and praise. In the exercise of which' 
last, he was greatly assisted by several I^salms 
and Hymns, which he had treasured up in 
his memory, and which he used not only to 
repeat aloud, but sometimes to sing.. With 
reference to this, I remember the following 
passage, in a letter which he wrote to mc 
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many years after^ when^ on miinitioning my 
very dear and honoured friend the Rey. Dr. 
Watts, he says, ' How often, in singin^some 
of his Psalms, and Hymns or Lyrics, on 
horse-back, and elsewhere, has the evil spi- 
rit been made to flee ; 

# 

. ^ Whene'er my heart in tune was fonnd^ 
^ Like David^s harp of solemn sound.' 

M. Such was the first of April above 
mentioned, in the evening of which he writes 
thus to an intimate friend : ' What would I 
have given this day upon the road, for paper^ 
pen> and ink, when the Spirit of the Most 
High rested upon me ! Oh for the pen of a 
ready writer, and the tongue of an angel, to 
declare what God has done this day for my 
soul ! But in short, it is vain to attempt it ; 
all that I am able to say, is only this^ that 
my soul has been joining with the blessed 
spirits above, in giving glory, and honour^ 
and praise, unto Him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
My praises began from a renewed view of 
him, whom I saw pierced for my transgres- 
sions. I summoned the whole hierarchy of 
iiea^vcn to join with me ; and am persuaded 
they all echoed back praise to the Most 
High. Yea, one would have thought, the 
very larks joined me with emulation. Sure 
then I need not make me of many words, to 
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persuade you that are his saints^ to join me 
iu blessing and praising his holy name/ He 
concludes^ ' May the blessing of the God of 
Jacob rest upon you all ! Adieu. Written 
in great haste^ late^ and wear^/ 

65. Scarce can I here refrain from breaks 
ing out in more copious reflections on the 
exquisite pleasure of true religion^ when 
risen to such eminent degrees^ which can 
thus feast the soul iii its solitude^ and re- 
fresh it on journeys ; and bring down so 
much of heaven to earth as this delightful 
letter expres<<es. But the remark is so ob- 
vious that I will not enlarge upon it^ but pro- 
ceed to the other letter above mentioned^ 
which was written the next months on the 
Tuesday after a sacrament day. 

66. He mentions the pleasure with which 
he had attended a preparation sermon the 
Saturday before^ and then he adds^ ' I took 
a walk upon the mountains that are over 
against Ireland ; and I persuade my self> that 
were I capable of giving you a description 
of what passed there, you would agree that 
I had much better reason to remember my 
God from the fiilis of Port-Patrick, than 
David from the la!)d of Jordan, and of the 
Hermonites from the hill Mizar.' I suppose 
he means in reference to the clearer dis- 
coveries of the gospel with which we are 
favoured. ^ In short,' says he immediately 
afterwards, in that scripture phras^ which 
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was become so familiar to him^ ^ I vrrestlcd 
some hours with the angel of the coyenajnt, 
aod made supplicatioDS to him with floods of 
tears and cries^ until I had almost expired ; 
but he strengthened me so^ that like Jacob I 
bad power with God, and prevailed. 'This/ 
adds he, ' is but a \ery faint description : 
you will be more able to judge of it by 
•what you have felt yourself upon the like 
occasions. After such preparatory work, I 
need not tell you how blessed the solemn 
ordinance of the Lord's supper proved to 
me ; 1 hope it was so to many. You may 
believe I should have been exceedingly 
glad, if my gracious Lord had ordered it so, 
that I might have made you a visit, as pro- 
posed : but I aui now glad it was ordered 
otherwise, since he hath caused so much of 
his goodness- to pass before me. Were I to 
give you an account of the many favours my 
God hath loaded me with since I parted 
from you, I must have taken up many days 
in -nothing but writing. I hope you will 
join with me in praises for all the great good- 
ness he has shewn to your unworthy brother 
in the Lord.' 

67. Snch were the ardours and elevations 
of his soul; but while I record these me- 
mT)rials of them, I am very sensible, there, 
arc many who will be irxlined to censure^ 
them, as the flights of enthusiasm ; for which, 
reason permit me to add a remark or two 
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on the occasion^ \^hich will be illustrateil 
bjr several other extracts^ which will be in- 
troduced into the sequel of these memoirs. 
The one is^ that he never pretends^ in any 
of the passages cited above^ or elsewhere, 
to have received any immediate revelations 
from Gpd. which should raise him above 
the ordinary methods of instruction^ or dis- 
cover anything to him^ whether of doctrines 
or facts. No man was farther from pre- 
tending to predict future events^ except it 
were from the moral prognostications of 
causes naturally tending to produce them; 
in tracing of which he liad indeed an ad mi-* 
rable sagacity^ as I have seen some remarka- 
ble instances. Neither was he at all incli- 
nable to govern himself by secret impulses 
upon his mind^ leading him to things for 
which he could assign no reason but t}|e 
impulse itself. Had be ventured^ in a pre* 
sumption on such secret agitations of mind^ 
to teach^ or to do any thing not warranted 
by the dictates of sound sense^ and the 
Word of God, I should readily have ac- 
knowledged him an enthusiast, unless he 
could have produced some other evidence 
than his own persuasion, to have supported 
the authority of them.. But these ardent 
expressions, which some may call enthusiasmj 
seem only to evince a hear,! deeply affected 
with a sense of the divine presence and per- 
fections, and of that love which j^^sseth 
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iROwIedge ; especially^ as manifested in our 
redemption by the Son of God> which did 
indeed inflame his whole soul. And he 
thought he might reasonably ascribe the 
strong impressions^ to which men are gene- 
rally such strangers^ and of which he had 
long been entirely destitute^ to the agency 
or influence of the Spirit of God upon his 
heart ; and that in proportion to the degree 
in which he felt them^ he might properly 
say^ God was present with him^ and he con- 
tersed with God. Now/when we consider 
the scriptural phrases^ ^^ of walking with 
Ood^ of having communion with the Father 
and his son Jesus Christy of Christ's coming 
to them that open the door of their hearts 
to bim^ and supping with them^ of God's 
shedding abroad his love in the heart by his 
Spirit of his coming with Jesus Christ and 
making his abode with any man that loves 
him^ of his meeting him that worketh righ- 
teousness^ of his making us glad by the 
light of his countenance/' and a variety of 
otner equivalent expressions ; I believe we 
shall see reason to jud^e much more favour- 
ably of such expressions as those now in 
question^ than persons who are themselves 
strangers to elevated devotion^ and perhaps 
converse but little with their Bible^ are- in- 
clined to do ; especially if tliey have, as 
many such persons ha^ve, a temper that ih- 
clines them to eavil and find fault. And 1 
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must farther observe/ that amidst all thos^i 
freedoms^ with which this eminent Christian 
opens his deVout heart to the most intimate 
of his friends^ he stit 1 speaks with profound 
awe and reverence of his heavenly- Father, 
and his Saviour^ and maintains ( after the 
e^tample of the sacred writers themselves) a 
kind of dignity in his expressions^ suitable 
to such a subject ; without any of that fond 
familiarity of language, and degrading 
meanness of phrase, by which it is^ especially 
of late, grown fashionable among some, ( whe 
nevertheless may mean well,) to express 
their love and their humility. 

68. On the whole, if habitual love to God^ 
firm faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, a steady 
dependance on the divine promises, a full 
persuasion of the wisdom and goodness of 
all the dispensations of providence, a high 
esteem for the blessings of the heavenly 
world, and a sincere contempt for the 
vanities of this, can properly be called en- 
thusiasm ; then was Colonel Gardiner indeed 
one of the greatest enthusiasts our age has 
produced ; and in proportion to the degree 
in which he was so, I must esteem him one 
of the wisest and happiest of mankind ; nor 
do« I fear to tell the^ woc^ld, -that it is the de- 
aign of my writing these memoirs, and of 
every thing else that 1 undertake in life> to 
•pread this glorious and blessed enthusiasm ; 
whicb I know to be the anticipation of 
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Heaven^ as wel) as the most certain waj 
to it. 

69. But lest any should possibly imagine^ 
that allowing the experiences which have 
been described above^ to have been ever so 
solid and important^ yet there may be some 
appearance of boasting in so free a commu- 
nication of them ; let me add to %hat is 
Jiinted in- reference to this above, that I 
find in many of the papers before me very 
genuine expressions of the deepest humility 
and self-abasement ; which indeed such holy 
converse with God in prayer and praise, 
does above all things in the world, tend to 
insoire and promote. Thus in one of his 
letters, he says, ^' I am but as a beast before 
him.*' In another he calls himself, '^ a mi- 
serable hell-deserving sinner :*' and in ano- 
ther, he cried out, '* Oh, how good a mas- 
ter do J serve ! but alas, how ungrateful 
am I ! What can be so astonishing as the 
love of Christ to us, unless it be the cold- 
ness of our sinful hearty towards such a 
Saviour ?" With many other clauses of the 
{ike nature, which I shall not set myself 
more particularly to trace, through the var- 
fiety of letters in which they occur. 

70. 'Tis a farther instance of this un- 
icigned humility, that when (as his Lady 
with her usual propriety of language expres* 
#es it, in one of her letters to me concern* 
jog him) ^^ these divine joys and consolair 
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tinns were not his daily allowance^"' he with 
equal freedom in the confidence of Chris- 
tian friendship^ acknowledges and lamentH 
it. Thus in the first letter I had the honour 
of receiving from him, dated from Leices- 
ter, July 9th, 1739, when he had been men- 
tioning the blessing with which it had 
pleased God to attend my last address to 
him, and the influence it had upon his mind, 
he adds, '^ much do I stand in need of every 
help to awaken me out of that spiritual 
deadness, which seizes me so often. Once 
indeed it was quite otherwise with me, and 
that for many years : 

" Firm was my health, my day was bright^ 
" And I presamM 'twould ne'er he night ; 
** Fondly I said within my heart, 
" Pleasure and peace shall ne'er depart 

^^ But I forgot thme arm was strong, 

'^ Which made my mountain stand so long t 

** Soon as thy face be^n to hide, 

*^ My health was gone, my comforts died.. 

'^ And here," adds he, *' lies my sin, and 
my folly. "^ 

71. I mention this, that the whole matter 
may be seen just as it was, and that other 
Christians may not be discouraged, if they 
feel some abatements of their fervour, and 
of those holy joys, which they may have ex- 
perienced during some of the first months 
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•r years of their 'spiritual life. But with 
TelatioD to the Colonel^ there is ereat rea- 
son to believej that these which he laments 
us his days of spiritual deadness were not 
unanimated ; and that quickly after the 
date of this letter^ and especially nearer the 
close of his life^ he had farther retivings^ as 
the joyful anticipation of those better things 
in reserve^ which were then nearly approach- 
ing. And thus Mr. Spears^ in the letter 
mentioned above^ tells us he related the 
matter to him ; ( for he studies as much as 
possible to retain the Coloner<f own words ; ) 
*' However/' says he, ^^ after thathappy pe- 
riod of sensible communioo, though my joys 
and enlargements were not so overflowing 
and sensible, yet I have had habitual real 
communion with God from that day to 
this ;" the latter end of the year 1743 ; 
'' and I know myself, and all that know me 
see, that through the grace of God, to which 
I ascribe all, my conversation has been be- 
coming the gospel ; and let me die, when- 
ever it shall please God, or wherever it 
shall be, I am sure I shall go to the man- 
sions of eternal glory, &c." And this is 
perfectly agreeable to the manner in which 
ne used to speak to me on this bead, which 
we have talked over frequently and largely. 
72. I hope in this connection my reader 
will forgive my inserting a little story which 
I received from a very worthy minister in 
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Scotland/and which I shall give in his bwn 
words ; '^ At this period, *' meaning that 
which followed the first seven years after 
his conyersioB, ''when his complaint of 
comparative deadoess and langour in reli* 
gion. began, he had a dream ; which, though 
he had no turn at all for taking notice of 
dreams, yet made a very strong impression 
on his mind. He imagined that he saw his 
blessed Redeemer on earth, and that he 
was following him through a large field, fol- 
lowing him whogi his soul loved, but much 
troubled ; because he tliougbt his blessed 
Lord did not speak to him, till he came 
up to the gate of the burying-place, when 
turning about he smiled upon him, in such 
a manner as filled his soul with the most 
ravishing joy ; and on after reflection -ani- ^ 
mated his faith, in believing that whatever 
storms and darkness he might meet with in 
the way, at the hour of death, his glorioni 
Redeemer would lift up upon him the light 
of his life giving countenance/' My cor- 
respondent adds a circumstance, for which 
he makes some apology, as what may seem 
whimsical, and yet made some impression 
on himself; '' that there was a remarkable 
resemblance in the field in which this brave 
man met death, and that he had represented 
to him in his dream/' I did not fully un- 
derstand this at first ; but a passage in that 
Irt(cr from Mr. Spears, which I have nien- 
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tioned more 'than once^ has "^cleared it. 
'' Now observe. Sir, this seems to be a lite- 
ral description of the place where this Chris- 
tian Hero ended bis sorrows and conflicts, 
and from which he entered triumphantly 
into the joy of his Lord. For after he fell 
in battle, fighting gloriously for his king and 
the cause of his God, his wounded body 
while life was yet remaining, was carried 
from the field of battle by the east side of 
his own inclosure, till he came to the 
church-yard of Tranent, and was brought 
to the minister's house, where he soon after 
breathed out his soul into the hands of his 
Lord, and was conducted to his presence, 
where there is fulness of joy, without any 
cloud or interruption, for ever." 

73. I well know, that in dreams there 
arc divers vanities, and readily acknow- 
ledge, that nothing certain could be infer- 
red from this ; yet it seems at least to shew, 
which way the imagination worketh even in 
sleep ; and I cannot think it unworthy of a 
wise and good man, sometimes to reflect 
with complacency on any images, which 
passing through his mind even in that s(a(e, 
may tend cither to express, or to quicken, 
his love to the great Saviour. Those emi- 
nently pious divines of the church of Eng- 
land, Bishop Bull, and Bishop Kenn, do 
bfith intimate it as their opinion, that it may 
be a part of the service of ministering an- 
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gels to suggest devout dreams : and I know 
lat the worthy person of whom I speak', 
was well acquainted with that midnight 
hymn of the latter of those excellent writers^ 
which has these lines ; 

'* J*ord, Ic^t the tempter mc surprise, 

*• Watch over thine own sacrifice ! 

*^ All loose, alLidle thoughts cast out ; 

" And make my very dreams dcvoutT ' 

Nor would it be difficult to produce oilier 
passages much to the same purpose^ if it 
would not be deemed too great a digression 
from our subject, and too laboured a vindi- 
cation of a little incident, of very small 
inij)ar lance, when compared with most of 
those which make up this narrative. 

T 4. I meet not with any other remark- 
able event ^ relating to Major Gardiner^ 
which can properly be introduced here till 
the year 1726, when on the 11th day of 
July^he was married to the Right Honour- 
able the Lady Frances Erskine, daughter of 
the late Earl of Bucban, by whom he had 
thirteen children, five only of which survi- 
ved their father, two sons and tbree daugh- 
ters ; whom I cannot mention without the 
most fervent prayers to God for them, that 
they may always behave worthy the honour 
of being descended from snch parents ; and 
that the God of their father, and of their 
mother, may make them perpetually the care 
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of his proTidence, and yet raore "eminently 
happy in the constant and ab urdant influ- 
ence of his grace ! 

75. As her Ladyship is still livings (and 
for the sake of her dear offspring and nu- 
merous friends^ may she long be spared) I 
«hall not here indulge myself in saying any 
thing of her, except it be that the Colonel 
assured me^ when be had been happy in 
this intimate relation to her more than four- 
teen years, that the greatest imperfection 
lie knew in her character was, *' that she va- 
lued and loved him, muQh more than he de- 
served/' And little did he think, in the 
simplicity of heart with which he spoke this, 
bow high an encomium he was making upon 
her, and how lasting an honour such a tes- 
timony must leave upon her name, long as 
the memory of it shall continue. 

76. As I do not inteiid in these memoirs 
a laboured essay on the character of Coh)n6l 
'Gardiner, digested under the Various virtues 
and graces whicli Christianity requires, 
'(which would, I think, be a little too formal 
"for a work of this kind, and would give it 
such an air of panegyric^ as would neither 
suit my design, nor be at all likely to render 
it more useful ; ) I shall now mention what I 
have either observed in him, or heard con- 
cerning him, with regard to those domestic 
relations, which commenced about this time 
or quickly aflcr.«-«Aiid here my reader will 
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4»a8iljeonclude^ tbkt the resolution of Joshua 
was from the first adopted and declared^ as 
for me and my house^ we will serve the Lord. 
It will naturally be supposed^ that as soon 
as he had a house he erected an altar in it ; 
that the word of God was read there, and 
prayers and4)raises were constantly offered, 
these were not to be omitted on account of 
any guest ; for he esteemed it a part of due 
respect to those that remained under his 
roof, to take it for granted they would look 
upon it as a very bad compliment, to imagine 
they would have been obliged, by neglecting 
the duties of religion on their account. As 
his family increased, he had a minister 
statedly resident in his house, who both (lis* 
charged the office of a tutor to his children^ ^^ 
and of a chaplain ; and who was always flp 
treated^ with a becoming kindness and re- 
spect. But in his absence, the Colonel 
himself led the devotions of his family ; and 
they were happy, who had an opportunity 
of Knowing with how much solemnity, fcr- 
Tour, and propriety, he did it. 

77. He was constant in attendance upoo 
public worship, in which an exemplary care 
was taken, that the children and servant) 
might accompany the heads of the family* 
And how he would have resented the non- 
attendance of any member of it, may easily 
be conjectured^ from a free but lively pas- 
sage, in a letter to one of his intimate friends^ 
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OD an occasion which if not material to men* 
tioa : ' Oh, Sir^ had a child of yours under 
my roof but once neglected the public wor- 
ship of God^ when he was able to attend it^ I 
should have been ready to conclude he had 
been distracted^ and should have thought of 
'' shaving his head and confining him in a 
dark room.' 

78. He always treated his Lady with a 
manly tenderness^ gi>^Qg her the most na- 
tural evidence of a cormal habitual esteem^ 
and expressing a mos£ afiectionate sympathy 
with herj under the infirmities of a very de- 
licate constitution^ much4)roken^ at least to- 
wards the latter years of their marria^e^ in 
consequence of so frequent pregnancy. lie 
Lad at all times a most faithful care of all 

*her interests^ and especially those relating tQ 
the state of religion in her mind. His con- 
Tcrsation and his letters concurred to cherish 
those sublime ideas which Christianity sug- 
gests ; to promote our submission to the will 
of God^ to teach us to center our happiness 
in the great Author of our being, and to 
live by the faith in the invisible world. 
These, no doubt, were frequently the sub- 
jects of mutual discourse : and many letters 
which her Ladyship has had thegO(>dncRS to 
communicate to me, and are the most con- 
vincing evidence of tlic degree in which this 
JDoble and most friendly care filled his 
miud^ in the days of their separation ; days. 
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:i;vhich 80 entire a mutual affection must havfe 
rendered exceeding painful^ had they not 
been supported by such eminent sentiments 
of piety, and sweetened by daily communion 
with an ever-present and ever-gracious 
God. 

79. The necessity of being so many months 
together disttot from his family^ hindered 
him from many of those condescending la* 
hours in cultivating the minds of his children 
in early life, v^hich to a soul so benevolent, 
so wise, and so zealous, would undoubtedly 
have afforded a very exquisite pleasure. 
The care of his Virorthy consort, who well 
knew that it is one of the brightest parts of 
a mother's character, and one of the most 
important views in which the sex can be con- 
sidered, made him the easier under such^K 
a circumstance ; but when he was with thera,^^ 
he failed not to instruct and admonish them ; 
and the constant deep sense with which he 
spoke of divine things, and the real unaf- 
fected indifference which he always shewed 
for what this vain world is most ready to 
admire, were excellent lessons of daily wis- 
dom, which I hope they will recollect with 
advantage' in every future scene of life. And 
I have seen such hints in his letters relating 
to them, as plainly shew with how great ar 
weight they lay on his mind, and how highly 
be desired above all things that they might 
be faithful disciples of Christ ; and acquamt*^ 
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cd betiines with the iinequallfid pleaanreB 
and blessio^s of religion. He thought an 
racess of deiicacyj andof indulgence^ one of 
the mogt dangerous faults in eaucation^ bj 
iv^hich be every where saw great numbers 
of young people undone : yet he was solici* 
tons to guard against a severity which might 
terrify or discourage ; and tho' he endeavour- 
ed to take all prudent precaution to prevent 
the commission of faults^ yet, when they had 
ihecn committed, and there seemed to be a 
•ense of them, he was always ready to make 
. thf most candid allowances for the thought- 
lessness of unripened years, and tenderly to 
cherish every purpose of a more proper con- 
duct for the time to come. 

80. It was easy to perceive, that the open- 
of genius in the young branches of his 
family gave him great delight, and that he 
had a secret ambition to see them excel in 
what they undertook. Yet he was greatly 
cautious over his heart, lest it should be too 
fondly attached to them ; and as he was one 
of the niost eminent proficients I ever knew 
in the blessed science of resignation to the 
divine will, so there was no efi^ct of that re- 
signation which appeared to me more ad- 
mirable than tliat which related to the life 
0if his children. An experience, which no 
length of tiihe will ever efiace out of my 
ipcoqiory, has so sensibly taught me, how 
di^ciult i^ is fully to support the Christian ^ 
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clitiracter here^ that I hope my reader will 
pardon xne> (I am sure at least the hearts of 
^founded parents Tvill^) if I dwell a little 
longer upon so interesting a subject. 

81. When he was at Herefordshire^ in the 
month of July, in the year 1734^ it pleased 
God to visit his little family with the small- 

J ox. Five days before the date of the letter 
am just going to mention^ he had received 
the agreeable news that there was a prospect 
of the recovery of his son, then under that 
awful visitOition ; and he had been express- 
ing his thankfulness for it in a letter which 
he had sent away but a few hours before he 
was informed of his death ; the surprise of 
which, in this connection, must naturally be 
very great. But behold (says the rei^erend 
and worthy person from whom I received 'A 
the copy^ ) his truly filial submission to the 
will or his heavenly Father, in the following 
lines addressed to the dear partner of hu 
affliction : ' Your resignation to the will of 
God under this dispensation gives me more 
joy than the death of the cluld has givtn 
me sorrow. He, to be sure is happy : and we 
shall go to him, though he shall not return 
to us. Oh ! that we had our latter end al- 
ways in view ! — WeshftU soon follow ! and 
Oh ! what reason have we to long for that 
glorious day, when we shall get quit of thii 
body of sin and deaths under which we now 
groan, and which renders this life so wictcb^ 
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«d ! I desire to bless God that---(aoo« 
ther of his children) is in so good a way ; 
but I have resigned her. We must not 
choose for ourselves ; and it is well we must 
not, for we should often make a very had 
choice. And therefore it is our wisdom; as 
well as our duty« to leave all w ith a gracious 
God^ who hath promised that all things shall 
>vork together for good to those that love 
him ; and he is faithful that hath promised^ 
who will infallibly perform it, if our unbe- 
.lief does not stand in the way. 

S2. The greatest trial of this Ichid that he 
4*.ver bore, was in the removal of his second 
■on, who was one of the most amiable and 
promising children that has been known. 
The dear little creature was the darling of all 
^ that knew him ; and promised very fair, so 
far as a child could be known by its doing, 
.to have been a great ornament to his family, 
and blessing to the public. The suddenness 
of the stroke must no doubt render it the 
^ more painful ; for this beloved child was 
fluatched away by an illness which seized him 
about fifteea hours before it carried him off. 
He died in the month of October, 1733> at 
near six years old. Their friends were 
ready to fear, that his affectionate parents 
would be almost overwhelmed with such a 
loss : but the happy father had so firm a 

Jiersuasion, that God had received tlie dear 
ittlc one to the felicities of the ceicstia.l 
■ I ■ 
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^orld ;'and at ihe same time had so strong a 
sense of the divine goodness in taking o^e of 
his children^ and that too^ one who lay so 
near bis hearty so early to himself, that the 
sorrows of nature were quite swallowed up 
in ihe sublime joy which these considera- 
tions administered. When he reflected 
what human life is ; how many its snares 
and temptations are ; and how frequently 
children^ who once promised very well, are 
insensibly corruptcci, and at length undone; 
with Solomon, he blessed the dead already 
d6ad, more than the living who were yet 
alive, and felt an unspeakablf) pleasure in 
looking after the lovely infant, as safely and 
delightfully lodged- in the house of its hea-^ 
Tenly Father. Yea, he assured me, that his 
heart was at thisftime so entirely taken up 
with these views, thathewas afraid that they 
who did not thoroughly know him, might 
suspect that he was deficient in the natural 
affectidns of a parent ; while thus borne 
above the anguish ^ them, by the views 
which faith administered to him, and which 
divine grace supported in his soul. 

83. So much did he, on one of the most 
trying occasions of life, manifest of the tem-v 
per of a glorified saint : and to such happy 
purposes did he retain these lessons of sufa^ 
mission to God, and ^j^quiescence in him, 
w hich I remember he once inculcated in a 
Ij^tter be wrote to a Istiy of quality^ vndec^ 
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file apprehension of a breach in her familj> 
tf ith which providence seemed to threaten 
her^ which I am willing to insert here, 
though a little out of what might seem its 
most proper place^ rather than entirely to 
omit it. It is dated from London^ June '16^ 
1722> when speaking of the dangerous ill- 
ness of a dear relative^ he has these words, 
'When my mind runs thither,' that is, to 
God, as its refuge and strong defence, ( as 
the connection plainly determines Jt, ) '1 
think I can bear any thing, the loss of all, 
|he loss of health, of relations, on whom I 
depend, and whom I love, all that is dear to 
me, without repining or murmuring. When 
I think that God orders, disposes, and ma^ 
nagea all things, according to the counsel of 
hrs own will ; when I think of the extent of 
his providence, that it reaches to the mi- 
nutest things ; then, though a useful friend 
or dear relative be snatched away by death, 
I recal myself and check my thoughts with 
these consideratir»ns : Is he not God, from 
evcrls^sting, and to everlasting ? And has 
he not promised to be a God to me ? A God 
in all his attributes, a God in all his persons, 
ft God in all his creatures and providences ? 
And shall I dare to say. What shall I do ? 
Was not he the infinite cause of all I met 
with in the creatures ? And were not they 
the finite cflfects of his infinite love and kind- 
Mas ? I have daily experienced that the in* 
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strument was and h, what God makes it to 
be ; and I know that this God hath thii 
hearts of all men in his hands^ and the earth 
is the Lord's and the fulness thereof. If 
this earth he good for me^ I shall have it^ 
for my Fathei* hath it all in possession. If 
favour in the eyes of men be good for mc, 
I «hall have it ; for the spring of every mo» 
tion in the heart of man is in God's handle 

My dear seems now to he dying ; but 

God is all wise, and every thing is done by 
him for the best. Shall I hold back any 
thing that is his own when he requires it f 
No, God forbid ! When I consider the ex- 
cellency of his glorious attributes, lam sa^ 
tisfied with all his dealings/ I perceivt 
by the introduction, and by what -follows, 
that most, if not all this, is a quotatioa 
from something written by a lady : but 
whether from some manuscript, or a printed 
hook, whether exactly transcribed, or quoted 
from memory, I cannot determine ; and 
therefore I thought to insert it, as the Ma^ 
jor (for that was the office he bore then,) 
by thus interweaving it with his letter make* 
it his own : and as it seems tO; express in 
a very lively manner the principles which 
bore him on, to a conduct so truly great 
and heroic, in circumstances that have overr 
^vhelmed many an heart that could have 
faced danger and death wkh the greatest in* 
trepiditj, 



96 



- S4. I return now to consider his charac- 
ter in the domestic relation of a master^ on 
\^hicb I shall not enlarge. It is however 
proper to remark^ that his habitual meek- 
ness^ and command of his passion^ prevent- 
ed indecent sallies of ungoverned anger to- 
wards those in the lowest state of sjuhjection 
to him^ (by which some in high life do 
strangely debase themselves^ and lose much 
of ^thcir authority, ) so the natural great- 
ness of his mind pade him solicitous to 
render their inferior stations as easy as he 
tould ; and so much the rather^ because he 
considered all the children of Adam as 
standing upon a level before their great 
Creator^ and had also a deeper sense of th^ 
dignity and worth of every immortal souh 
how meanly soever it might chance to be 
lodged^ than most persons I have known. 
This engaged him to give his servants fre- 
quent religious exhortations and instruc* 
tions^ as I have been assured by several 
who have been so happy as to live with him 
under that character. One of the first letters 
after he entered on his christian course ex- 
presses the same disposition ; in which^ with 
great tenderness he recommends a servant^ 
who was in a bad* state of healthy to his 
mother's c^re^ as he was well acquainted 
with her condescending temper ; mentioa- 
kig at the same time the endeavours he 
had used to promote his preparations for a 
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better worlds under ^an apprehension iliat 
he would not continue long in this. And 
we tihall have an affecting instance of 
the prevalency of the same disposition in 
the closing scene of his life^ and in the last 
words he ever spoke> which expressed his 
generous solicitude for the safety* of a faith- 
ful senrant who was then near him. 

8b. As it was a few years after his marri* 
age that he >*as promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel^ in which he continued 
till he had a regiment of his own^ I shall for 
tiic future speak of him by that title ; and 
may not perhaps find any more proper 
placCj in which to mention^ what it is proper 
for mc to say of his behariour and! conduct 
as an officer. I shall not here cnlar^ on 
his bravery in the fields though that was 
very remarkable^ as I have heard frpm 
others : I say from others^ for I never heard 
any thing of that kind from himself^ nor 
knew till after hi^^ deaths that he was pre- 
sent at almost every battle that was fought 
in Flandprs^ while the illustrious Duke of 
Marlborough commanded the allied arn>f 
there. I have also been assured from se** 
voral very creditable persons^ some of whom 
were eye-witnesses, that at the skirmish with 
the rebels at Preston^ in Lancashire^ (thirty 
yt*ars before that engagement at the other 
Preston, which dcpYivcd us of thi« ^^\Vsjj\\. 
guardian of his countt j,") Vic %\gck^VL^^\i«^-- 
fe/f vcrj particularly ; fot Vi^ wA^^^^^-^^v 
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body of men^ I (liink aooul tweWe^ and set 
fire to the barricade of the rebels^ in the 
face of their whole army, while they were 
pouring in their shot^ by which eight of the 
twelve that attended him fell. This was the 
last action of the kind in which he was en- 
giged^ before the long peace which ensued ; 
and who can express^ how happy it was for 
him and indeed for his conutrv^ of which he 
was ever so generous^ and in his latter years 
80 important a friend^ that he did not fall 
then ; when the profaneness which mingled 
itself with this martial rage seti^med to rend 
the heaTens, and shocked some other mili- 
tary gentlemen^ who were not remarkable 
for their caution in this respect. 

86. But I insist not oo things of this na- 

ture^ which the true greatness of bis soul 

^ould hardly ever permit him to mention^ 

unless when it tended to illustrate the divine 

care over him in these extremities of dangerj 

and the grace of God in calling him from 

80 abandoned a state. It is well known j 

that the character of an officer is not only 

to be approved in the day of combat. Colo* 

liel Gardiner was truly sensible^ that every 

day brought its duties along with it ; and he 

was constantly careful^ that no pretence of 

amusement^ friendship^ or even devotion 

itself might prevent their . being discharged 

in their season. 

87. I doubt not^ but tae noble persons in 
vrboie regiment lie vtm \Aft>i\!etA»l CoIqu<>U 
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VfiW always be ready to bear an houourabld 
and grateful testimony to his exemplary dili- 
gence and fidelity^ in all that related to the 
care of the troops over which he was set^ 
whether with regard to themen or the horses. 
He knew^ that it is incumbent on those 
whether in civil, ecclesiastical^ or military 
offices, not to content themselves witli doing 
only so much as may preserve them from the 
reproacii of gross and visible neglect ; but 
seriously to consider^ how much they cau 
possibly do, without going out of their pro- 
per sphere^ to serve the public^ by the due 
mspection of those committed to tueir care. 
The duties of the closet and the sanctuary 
Were so adjusted » as not to interfere with 
those of tiie parade^ or any other place 
where the welfare of the regiment called him. 
On the other hand^ hie was solicitous not toi 
suffer these things to interfere with religiuni 
a due attendance to which he apprehended 
to be the surest method of attaining all de- 
sirable success in every other interest and 
concern of life. He therefore abhorred 
every thing that should look like a con-* 
trivance to keep his soldiers employed about 
their horses and their arms at the seasons of 
public worship ; (an indecency which I wish 
tliere were no room to mention : ) far from 
tnai he used to have them drawn up just be- 
fore it began : and from the parade thej 
went off to the house of God. He under- 
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stooti the lights tif conscience too ytg\\,io 
impcso his own particular profession in reli* 
gion oti others, or to use those who differed 
Irom him in the choice of its modes^ the less 
kindly or respectfully on that account. But 
as most of his own company^ and many of 
the rest, chose (when in England) to at- 
tend him to the dissenting chapel^ he used 
to marcU them thither in due time^ so as to 
be there before the worship began. And I 
must do them the justice to say^ that^ so far 
as I could discern^ when'I have seen them 
ki large numbers before me, they have boj- 
baved with as much reverence, gravity, and 
deeorum, during the time of divine service, 
as any of their fi^llow-worshippcrs. 

88. That his remarkable care to maintain 
good discipline among them (of wliicli wc 
shall afterwards speak,) might he more 
effectual, he made himself on all proper oc- 
casions accessible to them, and ex pressed a 
great concern for their interfests, which being 
so genuine and sincere^ naturally discover- 
ed itself in a variety of instances. I remem- 
ber I bad onee occasion to visit one of his 
dragoons in hi» last iUness at llarborough^ 
and I found the nian. upou the borders of 
eternity : a circunustanco, ^vhicb, as he ap- 
prehended it himself, must add sgme weight 
Aid credibility to his discourse. And he 
then told me, in his Coloners absence, that 
Jte qucstinzi^ not Vut he should have e«*er- 
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lasting^ reason to blesfi God on Colonel 
Gardpbr'8 account ; for h^ had been a fa-^ 
tber to him in all his interests^ both temporal 
and spiritual. He added^ that he had visited 
him almost everj day during his illness^ with 
religious advice and instructions^ as well aa 
taken care that he should want nothing that 
might conduce to the recovery of his health. 
And he did not speak of this as the result of 
any particular attachment to him^ but as the 
manner in which he was accustomed to treat 
those under his command. It is no wonder 
that this engaged their affection to a very 
great degree. And I doubt not^ that if he 
had fought the battle of Preston-pans at the 
head of that galliant regiment^ of which he 
had the care fbr so many years^ and which it 
allowed by most unexceptionable judges to 
be one of the finest in the British service, 
and consequently in the worlds he had been 
supported in a very different manner^ and 
had found a much greater number^ who 
v/ould have rejoiced in an opportunity of 
making their own breasts a- barrier in the 
defence of his. 

89. It could not but greatly endear him 
to his soldiers^ that so far as preferments lay 
in his power; or were under his* infltiencey 
they were distributed according to merit ; 
which he knew to be as much the dictate of 
prudence as of equity. I find by one of 
bis letters before me> dated but a few 
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months after Lis bappy cha. i^^c, lli^t he was 
solicited to iiuprovc his iitereit \vj|^ the 
Eari of Stair^ in favour of cd' \\hom he 

i'udged a very worthy person ; and tliat it 
tad been suggested by a< other whorecom- 
vu^nded bim^ that if be succeeded be might 
cxf)eet some baudsonie acknowledgement. 
3iit he an«iwers with some degree of indig- 
nation. '^ Do you imagine I am to be bribed 
to do justice ?'' For such it seems he es- 
tef'raed it, to confer the favour which was 
asked from him on one so deserving. No- 
thing can mor6 ei&ctually tend to humble 
the enemies of ^ state^ than tliat sueh max- 
ims should uoiversally prevail m it. And if 
they do not prevail, the worthiest men in 
an army oc fleet may be sunk under repeated 
dificouragenients, and the basest exalted^ 
to the iiitai.ny of the public^ aud perhaps to 
its ruiu» 

90.. In the midst of ail the gentleness 
which. Colonel Gardiner exercised towards 
his soldiers, he made it very apparent, he 
knew how to reconcile the tenderness of a 
real^ faithful, and condescending friend^ 
with the authority of a commander. Per* 
baps hardly any thing conduced more gene* 
rally to the maintaining of his authority 
tlian the strict decorum and good mannera 
with which he treated the private gentlemen 
of his regiment ; which has always a great 
efficacy towards keeping iiiferiors at a pro*^ 
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per distance, and forbids in tlie least offen-^ 
sivejhauoer^ familiaritii^s wliicl) degrade the 
superior^ and enervate bis influence. The 
calmness and steadiness of bis behaviour on 
ail occasions did also greatlj tend to the 
same purpose. He knew bow mean a man 
looks in the transport of passion^ and Avould 
not use so much freedom with many of his 
men as to fall into such transports before 
them ; well knoviing^ that persons in the 
lowest rank of life are aware how unfit 
they are to govern others^ who cannot go- 
vern themselves. He was%lso sensible how 
necessary it is in all who preside over others; 
and especially in military officers, to check^ 
irregularities when they first begin to ap- 

Eear ; and that he might be able to do it^ 
e kept a strict inspection over his soldiers ; 
in which view it was observed^ that as he 
generally chose to reside among them as 
much as he could^ (though in circumstan- 
ces which sometimes occasioned him to deny 
himself in some interests which was very 
dear to him,) so when they were around 
him he seldom staid long in a place, but 
was frequently walking^ the streets, and. 
looking into their quarters and stables, as 
veil as reviewing and exercising them him-? 
eelf. It has often been observed, that the 
regiment of which he was so many years 
Lieutenant Colonel, was one of the most 
i;rgular and orderly regiments in the public 
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goons was so welcome as they to the tbmns 
where their character was known. Yet no 
such bodies of men are so blameless in their 
conduct but somethii^g w*ll be founds espe- 
cially among such considerable numbers^, 
worthy of censure, and sometimes of pu- 
nishment. This Colonel Gardiner knew 
well how to inflict with a becoming resolu- 
tion> and with all the severity he judgedne-^ 
cessary ; a severity the more awful and im* 
pressings as it was always attended with! 
meekness : for he well knew^ that when 
things arc done in passion^ it seems only an 
accidental circumstance that they are acts of 
justice^ and that such indecencies greatly 
obstruct the eiids of punishment^ both as 
it relates to. reforming offenders^ and to 
deterring others from an imitation of their 
faults. 

91. One instance of his conduct^ which 
happened at Leicester^ and was related by 
the person chiefly concerned, to a worthy 
friend who told it to me, is here inserted ; 
while part of the regirarnt was encamped in 
the neighbourhood of that placc^ the Colo- 
nel went incognito to the ramp in the mid- 
dle of the night ; for he sometimes lodged 
at his quarters in the town. One of the 
centinels then on duty had abar.doned his 
post, and on being S'Azed, broke out into 
some oaths and profane ^xiecratioQS against; 
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thoie that discovered him, arrime of which 
the Colonel had the greatest abhorrence, 
Knd on which he never tailed to animadvert. 
The man afterwards appeared much asham- 
ed and concerned for what he had done. 
But the Colonel ordered him to be brought 
early next morning to his own quarters, 
where he had prepared him a piquet^ on 
which he appointed him a private sort of 
penance : and while he was put upon it^ he 
discoursed with him seriously and tenderly 
upon the evils and aggravations of his fault ; 
admonished him of the divine displeasure 
which he had incurred^ and usged him from 
the pain he felt, how infinitely more dread- 
ful it must be, to fall into the hands of the 
Living God, and indeed to meet the terrors 
of that damnation which he had been accus- 
tomed impiously to call for oii himself and 
his companions. The result of this pro- 
ceeding was^ that the oflxmder aci'ejvkd hia 
punishment/ not only with submission, but 
with thankfulness;, fie went away with a 
more cordial affection for his Colonel than 
ever he had before ; and spoke of it some 
years after to my friend, in such a manner^ 
that there seemed reason to hope, that it 
had been instrumental in producing not- 
only a change in his life, but in hi^ heart. 
92. There cannot certainlv be a more 

a/ 

proper place for mentioning the great reve* 
ronce this excellent officer always expressed 
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for tbe blessed name of the blessed God^ 
and the zeal vfith which he endeavoured to 
8appres8j and if possible to extirpate^ that 
detestable sin of swearing and cursing which 
every where is so common^ and especially 
among our military men. He often de- 
clared his sentiments with respect to this 
enormity^ at the head of his regiment : and 
urged his captains and their subalterns^ to 
take the greatest care that they did not give 
the sanction of their example^ to that which 
by their office they were obliged to punish 
in others. And indeed this zeal on these 
occasions wrought in a very active, and 
sometimes in a very remarkable success- 
ful manner, not only among his equals, 
but sometimes among his superiors too An 
instance of this in Flanders, will hereafter 
be produced ; at present I shall only men- 
tion his conduct in Scotland a little befora- 
bis death, as I have it from a very valuable 
young minister of that countrr, on whose 
testimony I can thoroughly depend; and 
wishing it may excite many to imitation. 

93. The commanding officer of the king's 
forces then about Edinburgh, witn tbe other 
Colonels, and several other gentlemen of 
rank in their respective regiments, favoured 
bim with their company at Rrankton, and 
took a dinner with him. He too well saw 
what might happen, amidst such a variety 
of tempers and characters ; and fearing 
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lest his conscience mig})t have been ensnared 
by a sinful silence^ or that on the other 
hand^ he might seem to pass the bounds of 
decency^ and infringe upon the laws of hos- 
pttality, by animadverting on guests so justly 
entitled to his regard ; he happily determin- 
ed on the following method of avoiding 
each of these difficulties. As soon as the;y 
were come together^ he addressed them with 
a great deal of respect/ and yet at the same 
time with a very frank and determined air ; 
and told them^ that he' had the honour in 
that district to be a justice of the peace^ 
and consequently that he was sworn to put 
the laws. in execution^ and among the rest, 
those against swearing; that he could not 
execute them upon others with any confi- 
dence^ or by any means approve himself as 
a man of impartiality and integrity to his 
own hearty if he suffered them to be broken 
in his presence by persons of any rank 
whatsoever ; and that therefore he entreated 
all the gentlemen^ who then honoured him 
with their company^ that they would be 
pleased to be upon their guard ; and that if 
any oath or curse should escape them^ he 
hoped they would consider his legal ani- 
madversion upon it^ as a regard to the du- 
ties of his office and the dictatcfs of his con- 
science^ and not as owing to any want of 
deference to them. The commanding ofr 
iicer immediately supported him in this doi- 
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claraiion^ as entirely becoming the station 
in xvhich he was^ assuring him^ that be 
would be ready to pay the penalty, if he in- 
advertently transgressed ; and when Colonel 
Gardiner on any occasion stepped out of 
the room^ he himself undertook to be the 
guardian of the law in his absence ; and as 
f>ne of the inferior officers offended during 
this timej he informed the Colonel^ so that 
the fine was exacted, and given to th^ poor, 
with the universal approbation of the com- 
pany ; the money which was forfeited on 
this account by his own officers, whom he 
never spared^ or by any other of his soldiers 
who rather chose to pay than submit to cor- 
poral punishment, was by the Colonel's or- 
der laid by in a bankj till some of the pri- 
Tate men fell sick, and then it was laid out 
Jn providing them with proper help and ac^ 
commodations in their distress. The story 
spread in the neighbourhood, and M'as per* 
haps £^plauded highly by many, who want^ 
ed the courage to go and do likewise. But 
it may be said of the worthy person of whom 
I write, with the utmost propriety, that he 
feared the face of no man living where the 
honour of God was concerned. In all such 
cases he might be justly said in scripture- 
pbrase, to set his face like a flint ; and I as- 
suredly believe^ that had' he been in the pre- 
sence of a Sovereign Prince, who had been 
guilty of this fault, his looks at least would 
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hirve testified his grivf and surprise ; if he* 
had apprehcndi;d it. unfit to bare bo?ne bi# 
testiiBonj any otber way. 

94. Lord Cadogan'i ferment of dra« 
gooas^ during the yeairs Lna^ye i»entioj;)ed, 
vbik be was Lieutenant Cidonel of it, w&s> 
quartered in^ a great vaidetyi of ^places^ boitb 
in England and 'Scotlandr, 'from many of>' 
ti^bich I bave letters before nw;^ particular ty^ 
ftom Ramitton, Ayr, CarKile> Herefof^> 
Maidenhead/ Leicester, Warwick, Coven-- 
try, Staniferdi HarbDrdUg&, 'Northaiiiptoo^ 
and several • btber plvqes, especially in our 
inland )ftitUi The natural consequence "ivas/ 
that the Colonel,' ^bose character ii^ag >bil' 
many accounts s9 very rlemarkabte^ b^d^ a^ 
very extensiTO adquaintance ; and I beb^e^ 
I may certainly 'siiP^, that ' vbererer be t^ttfr 
known by perspons .of wisdom and wortbi* 
he was proportionably respected^ and-l^f^ 
behind him <traces of undftected deToiiod, 
humility^ beheyolMce, and 2eal foe the 
support and'«d?anc(3ment of religion suM^ 
virtue. • 

9i>. The equlble tenor bf his mind in theM 
respects, is illustrate by bis letters froanf 
several of tbeie places-: imd though it k but 
comparatively a small Viumber of them wbicb 
I have now in my^bands, yet they will afford 
some valuable extracts ; which I shall thcre^ 
fore lay before my reader, that be may the* 
better judge as to hiarealjehvacter, in puf^ 

h 
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ticulart of which I have alreadv discoursed, 
or wbicb may hereafter occur. 

96. In a letter to his lady^ dated from 
Carlisle^ Not. 10th> 1733^ when he was on 
Iiis journey to Herefordshire^ he breathes 
out his grateful cheerful soul in these words ; 
'^ I bless Godj I was never better in my 
life-time ; and I wish I could be so happy 
as to hear the same of you : or rather^ (in 
c(iher words^ ) to hear that you had obtained 
an entire trust in God. That would infal- 
libly keep you in perfect peace; for the 
God of truth hath promised it. Oh> how 
ou^ht we to be longing to be with Christy 
which is infinitely better than any thing we 
can propose here ! To be there^ where all 
complaints shall be for ever hanished ; where 
no mountains shall separate between God 
and our souls ; and I hope it will be some 
addition io our happiness^ that you and 1 
shall be separated no more ; but that as we 
have joined in singing praises to our glori- 
ous Kedeemer here, we shall sing them in a 
much higher key through an endless eter- 
nity. Oh eternity ! eternity ! What a won- 
derful thought is eternity !" 

97. From Lietcester^ August 6th> 17S9, 
he writes thus to his Lady : '' Yesterday I 
was at the Lord's table> where you and the 
children were not forgotten ; but how won- 
derfully w^ I assisted when I came home^ 
i». plead fi^r you all with maxiy tears !" And 
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tlm> 'speaking: of : some intimate friendt, 
who Vrere imi^eDt (as I suppose by the 
connectioD^ ) for his return to them, he takes 
occasion to observe the neeessity *^ of en- 
deavouring to compose our ininds^ and tf> 
say with Vit psalmist^ my soul> wait thou 
only upon God." Afterwards^ speaking of 
one of his childrra^ of whom he heard that 
he made a commendable progress in his 
learning; he expressed his satis&ction in it» 
and bM%, '' But how much greater joy would 
it 'give me to liear that he was greatly adr 
vanced in the school of Christ ! Oh that 
our children may be but wise to salvation i 
and may grow in gracey as they, do in.irta>» 
ture ! 

98. These letters^ which io so familiar a 
friend evidently lay open the heart, an^ 
shew the ideas and affections which wstap 
lodged deepest therey are sometimes takeft ' ^ 
up with an account o£ sermons he had at* 
teudedj and the impressions they had madt 
upon his mind; I shall mention one only, 
as a specimen of many more, which was da« 
ted from a pl^ce called Cohorn, April ISthd 
*' We had here.^ minister from Wales, wha 
gave us two es^cfl lent discourses, on the 
love of Christ to us, as an argument to en* 
gage our love to him. And indeed, next ta 
\hc greatness of bis love to us, methinks tihat 
there is nothing so astonishing as the cold-^ 
ness of our love to him. Oh that ha would 
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jAed abroad bis to¥e u^cnv/otirlieiurts br 
iiift Uohr Spirit, that oms ^M^t be kindleft 
JBtoa flame ! May God enable you totrurt 
io hiai, and tbM you will be kept in perfect 
-peace !"•:■■■ 
. 99. We have uiet witli manj traces of 
Ibat babilual gratitude to tbe biesse^ God, 
taB hia heareiil^ Father and eonstant friemllj^ 
vhich made his lile proba:bly one of the hap- 
^ett that ever was spent on earth. I can- 
iaot omit one more, which appears to me 
the more worthy of notice, as being a abort 
torn isi an haaty letter as any I remember to 
iMm^een of bifl, w4iich be wrote firom liei- 
«aiter> m June 1739. '^ I am how under 
the deepest sense of the many favoiinsi the 
iLlmigfaty lias bestowed tfpon ixie: surely 
ipM i^iU help me to celebrate the pTjoises of 
iMf' gracious God^Md ktnd Benefactor. "^ 
miis'ex abeyance of grateful aftectiou, which, 
iffaAt it was alttiost evety hmxr pouring it- 
•elf forth before "God ta-the lobst genuine 
Bt)A emphatitial lauguiage, felt Hv^lf stiU as 
it were straitened for want of a sufficient 
«Mt, and therefore ^ciilM on elfbers to help 
him with thetir coneiih^t prahcs, appears 
to me, the most glorious and hippy state iii 
wfach a human soul can. "finA itself on this 
fide heaven. 

100. Such was the temper which tliis 
eircetlent man appears to have carried along 
wi<1l him, through such a jariety of places 
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tad ciretinstiuiees : and the \rh6Ie of hi* 
deportftMeat was suitable to these impres* 
■ions. Strangiers were agreaably struck with- 
liis first appearance^ there was so much of 
the Christian, the well-bred man, and uni- 
versal friend in it ; and as they came more 
intimately to know him, they discovered 
more and more the uniformity and con* 
nistency of his whole temper and behaviour ; 
BO that whether he made only a visit for a 
few days to any place, or continued there 
for many weeks or montbs> he was always 
beloved and esteemed^* and spoken of with 
that honourable testimony from persons of 
the most different denominations and par* 
ties ; which nothing but true sterling worthy 
(if I may be allowed the expression,) and 
that in an eminent degree, can secure: 
. 101. Ofthe justice of this testimony, which 
I had 80 o?ien heard from a variety of per- 
80ns> I myself began to be a witness about 
the. time when the last mentioned letter was 
dated. In this view I believe I shall 
never forget that happy day, June 13th> 
1739, whas I first met him at Leicester. I 
remember, I happened that day to preach a 
lecture from PHalm cxix. 158, '' I beheld 
*' the transgressors, and was grieved be- 
*' cause they kept not thy law." I was large 
in describing that mixture of indignation and 
^ief, (strongly expressed by the original 
'Vorditnere) with which the good man look^^ 

h.3i 
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•D the dariog trtuugreitori of the UtTma law i 
and in traciog the causes of that griefs aa 
arising from a regard to the divioe bonour« 
aud to the interest of a Redeecier, and a 
compassionate concern for the miserv such 
offenders hring on themselves^ and for the 
mischief they do to the world about theniii 
i little thought how exactly I was drawing 
Colonel Gardiner's character under each of 
those heads ;. and I have often reflected upon 
it as- a happy providence, which opened a 
much speedier way than I could have ex* 
pected,. to the breast of one of the niost 
amiable and useful friends which I ever exr 
pect to find upon earth. We afterwarda 
sungahymo^ which brought over flygiaiA tlie 
leading thoughts in the sermon^ and struck 
bini: so strongly, that on obtaining a copy of 
it, he committed it to his memory, and^ used, 
to repeat it with^ so forcible an accent, » 
shewed bow rauoh every line impressed his 
very soul. In this tie w the reader, will pai^ 
don my inserting ft ;. especially aa I know 
not when I may get time to publish a volume 
of these serious, though artlesa composures, 
which I sent htm m manuscript some yeara 
ago, and to whieb I have since node jWf 
large additions ; 



mj tendVest t&ougfatS| &risp| 
To torrents melt my streaming eyes t 
And thou my hcurt with anguish feel I 
Those evQs which thou canst not Iwatl 



Jhe bnmu imtione sunkin^hanie t 
Sec 4CJiMKUd8 pcmr'd on JesuB^s liAX^ 
Tlie Father wounded through the Spui 
The word abus'd, the soul undone ! 

See the short course of vain delight 
Ciosiiig in ev^Qrlftiytii^ night ! 
In flames that nil> abatement know. 
The braijr tears ior ever flow. . 

i 

My God, I fed the mournful scene ; 
Mj bowcdfl yearn o'er djing men t. 
And &in my pity would reclaim, 
And snatch the fire-brands firom the flama»^ 

But feeble my compassion prores^ "* 

And eaB but weep where most it loves ; 
Thine own idl saving arm employ, 
And turn these drops of grief to joy I 

102/ The Colonel immediaiely after tb#. 
eonclusion of ih^ icryi^ met trie, in tiif.; 
"vestryj asd embraced me in the most affee*^ 
tionate manner^ as if there had been a lonf 
friendship subsisting between us : assur^. 
me, that he* had lor some years beeu inti-^ 
mately acquainted witb my writings ; and 
desired that we miglit concoEt measures foc^ 

Sending soooe hours together before I left 
e town. I was so happy aa. to be able ta 
secure ao opportunity of dt^iog i4,; and £ 
must leave it upon record^ that 1 cannot re^ 
coJJeet^I was ever equally edified by any eon-^ 
YmatUm I remcoib^ to hare i(%|Oj|fecU W^ 
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passed thai "emiing and Atienext mor&ing, 
together ; and it is impossible for me tp' de« 
scribe the impression -which the iiiterTiew 
left upon my heart. 1 rode all the remain- 
der of the day ; and it was my unspeakable 
hap piuess that I was alone> since I could be 
BO longer with him ; for I caii hardly con- 
ceive what other company would not then 
have been an incumbrance. The views 
which he gave me even.then^ (for he began 
to repose a most obliging confidence in me^ 
though he concealed some of the most ex- 
traordinary circumstances of the methods by 
which he had been recovered; to God and 
faappinessy) with those cordial . sentiments of 
evangelical piety and extensive goodness^ 
which he poured out into my bosom with so 
endearing a freedom^ fired my very soul ; 
and I hope I may truly say^ ^ what I' wish 
aiid . pray many of my rcadefs may also 
adopt for 'themselves/') that I glorified God 
ra-him. Oqr epistolary dQrrespohd^itce im- 
n^iately comTHenced i^oi) my retcirn ; and 
tildugb^ through the multiplicity of bu'^incsi 
en; both sides^ it suffered many interruptions/ 
it viras in some degree the blessing bt k\l the 
following'years of my Kfc, till he fell by those 
unreasonable and wicked men^ who had it' 
in thctr hVarts-i^ith him to have destroyed 
all our glory, defence, and happiness. 

103. The first letter I received, from him 
was so- retnarkablej, that some persons c^ 
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eminent pietj^ to whom J commtmcated it 
would not be content without copying it out. 
or making some extracts from it, I persuade 
myselfj that my devout reader wiU not be 
displeased that I insert the greatest part of 
it here ; e$pecially -as it serves to illustrate 
the aflfectionate mo^^ whirb he had of the 
divine goodnesa in tus convereiao^ tiwugh 
more than twenty yean bad passed since 
that memorable event happened. Having 
mentioned my ever dear and iMHieured 
friend Dr. Isaac Wetts, on an occasioa^ 
whidi I hinted at abeve^ (79.) he hdAi^ 'i 
tiaye %een in pain 4^se eeveral ^ears^ lest 
that exceUent person sh^fild ha^^e been 
called to heaveii^ before I had an opportU'- 
nity of letting him Imow how much his 
WQiln have . been Messed' to vao, and «f 
course, of returning him my hearty ^hank-s ; 
for though it is paring to the operation of the 
Blessed SpirjA that any thifig works effectu- 
ally upon our hearts, yet if we are not thank- 
ful to the instrument which .God is pleased 
to make use of^ whom we do see> how shall 
:We be thankful to the Ainighty vrhom we 
have not seen } I desire to .bless Gpd for the 
/good news of his recovery, and entreat you to 
tell him that although I cannot keep pace with 
him here, in celebrating the high praises of 
our glorious Redeemer, which is the greatest 
grief of my heart ; yet 1 am persuaded that 
when I join the glorious compaDj^ abo!v«« 



«4I 

Atre will be *iio drawbacbj none- will out* 
ling me there ; because I shall not find any 
that will be more indebted to the wonderful 
[iches of divine grace than I. 

^ Give me a place at thy saints* feet^ 
' ^ Or some fiui'ii angel's vacant seat ; 
^rU striyetosin^asloadasllieyy 
^ Who sit above m brighter day. 

i 

' I know, it is natural for every one who 
lias felt the Almighty power, which raised 
our glorious Redeemer from the grave, 
to believe his case singular; but I have 
,lDade every one in this respect submit, 
ju soon as he has heard my stcMrj. And if 
you seemed so* surprised at the account 
which I ffave you, what will you when you 
iiear it all? 

^ Oh if I had an angel*s voice^ 
* And could be heard from pole to pole ; 
^ I would to all the listening world 
' Proclaim tby goodness to my soul.* 

H^ then concludes, after some expressions 
of endearment (which, with whatever plea- 
sure I rev iew them, I must not here insert ; ) 
' if you knew what a natural aversion I have 
to writing, you would be astonished at the 
length of this letter, which is, I believe, the 
longest I ever wrote. But my heart warms 
when I write to you, which makes my pen 
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nove the easier. I hope it will pleue'our 
gracious Grod long to preserre you a blessed 
instrument in his hand, of doing great good 
in the church of Christ ; and that you may 
always enjoy a thriving soul in a healthy 
body shall be the continual .prayer of, &c. 

Jt04. As our intimacy grew, our mutual, 
affection increased ;.and ^ my dearest friend/ 
was the form of address with which most of 
the epistles of his last years were begun and 
ended. Many of them are filled up with 
the sentiments of those writings which I 
published during these years, which he read 
with great attention, and of which he speaks 
in terms which it becomes me to suppressj 
and to impute in a considerable degree, to 
the kind prejudices of so endeared a friend* 
ship. He gives me . repeated assurances, 
'That he was daily mindful of me in his 
prayers ;' a circumstance which I cannot re* 
collect without the greatest thankfulness ; 
the loss of which I should more deeply la- 
ment did I not hope that the happy effect of 
these prayers might still continue, and might 
run into all my remaining days. 

105. It might be a pleasure to me, to makp 
several extracts from many others of his let- 
ters : but it is a pleasure which I ought to 
suppreiss, and rather to reflect with unfeign- 
ed humility, how unworthy I was of such 
regards from such a person, and of that di* 
Tine goodness which gave me such a friend 
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neral remark^^ which oflfer themselves front 
several of his letters. The due is^ that 
there is in some of them as our freedom 
increased^ an agreeable vein of humour 
^nd pleasantry; which shews how far h^ 
was irom placing any part of it in a gloomy 
melancholy or stiff foru^ality. The other 
iBj that he frequently refers to domestic 
cirijumstances, such as the illness or re- 
covery of ihy children, &c. which is sur- 
prising liow a man of his extensive and im- 
portant business could so 'distinctly bear 
tipon his mind. But his memory was gobd^ 
and his heart was yet better : and his friend- 
ship was such^ that nothing which sensibly 
affected the heart of one whom he honourea 
with itj left his own but slightly touched. 
There is all imaginable reason to believe, 
ihat in maiiy instances his prayers were not 
only offered for lis in general terms, but 
varied as our particular situations required. 
Many quotations might verify this ; but I 
decline troubling the reader with an enume- 
ration of passages^ in which it was only the 
Abundance of ^iendly sympathy^ that gave 
ihis truly great as well as good inao, so cor- 
dial a concern^ 

106. After this correspondence^ carried 
on for the spacQ of about three years^ and 
some . interviews which we had enjoyed at 
different places, he came to spend some time 
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with us at Northampton^ and brought with 
him his lady and bis two eldest children. I 
had here an opportunity of taking a much 
nearer view of his character^ and surveying 
it in a much greater variety of lights than 
before': and my esteem for him increased 
in proportion to these opportunities, What 
is written ahoye, with respect to bis conduct 
in relative life was in a great measure drawn ^> 

from what I now saw : and I shall mention 
here some other points in his behaviour^ 
•which particularly struck my mind ; and" 
likewise shall touch ou his sentiments ou 
jome topics of in^ortance which he freely 
communicated to me^ and ;pvhich were re* 
markable on account of that wisdom and ' 
propriety which I apprehended in them. 

107. There was nothing more observable 
in Colonel Gardiner^ then the exemplary 
gravity^ composure^ and reverence^ witn ^ 
which he attended public worship. Copi- 
ous as he was in his secret devotions before 
he engaged in it^ he always began them so 
early as nut to be retarded by them, whw he 
should resort to the house of God. He» 
and all Juis soldiers who chose to worship 
with him, were generally there before il)e 
service began ; that the entrance of so many 
of them at once might not disturb the con- 
gregation already engaged in devotion, and 
that there might be the better opportunity 
for bringing the mind to a becoming atteu^ 
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i\ou, and prq)aring it for converse vriih the 
Divine Being. While acts of worship wore 
going on, whether of prayer or singing, he 
always stood up ; and whatever regard he 
might have for persons who passed t>y him at 
that time^ though they were to come into 
the same pew, he never paid any Compli- 
ment to them ; and often has he expressed 
his wotider at the indetoriim of breaking off 
our address to God, to bow to a fellow- 
creature ; which he thought a maeh greater 
indetency, than it would he, on )a like occa- 
sion and circumstance> to interrupt an ad- 
dress to our prince. During the time of 
preaching, hi& eye was commonly fixed upon 
the minister, though ^sometimes turning 
round upon the auditory, where if be ob- 
served any to trifle, it filled him with Just in- 
dignation. ' And instances have been knowA, 
in which, he communicated it to some friend 
©f the persons who was guilty of it, that 
proper application might be made to pre- 
vent it for the time to come. 

108. A more devout communicaut at the 
table of the Lord has perhaps bedn seldom 
known. Often have I had the pleasure to 
tee that -manly countenance softened to all 
the marks of humiliation arid contrition, on 
this occasion; and to discern, in spite of 
all his efforts to conceal them, streams of 
tears flowing down frota Itis eyes, while he 
lias been directing them to those memorials 
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of his Redeetaer'^s love. And some who 
have conyersed intimately with him after he 
came from that ordinance, have observed a 
visible abstraction from surroundingobjects : 
by which there seemed reason . to, imagine^ 
^at his soul was wrapped in holy eontem-^ 
plation. And I particularly remember, that 
when we had spent a great part of the foU 
lowing Monday in riding together, he made 
an apology to nie for being so absent as he 
seemed, by telling me ' tbat his heart waa 
flown iipwards, before he was aware, to 
Him whom having not seen he loved ; and 
that he .was rejoicing in him .with such un* 
speakable. joy, that he could not* hold it 
down to creature converse/ 

109. In all the offices ef friendship he 
was remarkably ready, and a most sweet and 
cngi^ing manner of performing them which 
greatly heightened the obligations be con* 
ferred. He seemed not to. set any high 
value upon any benefit he bestowed ; but 
did it without the; least parade, as a thing 
which, in those circumstances came of course, 
where he bad professed love and respect; 
which he was not over-forward to do, though 
he treated strangers and those who were his 
inferiors, very courteously and always seem- 
ed, because be in truth Always was gladj of 
any opportunity of doins them good. 

110. He was particularly zealous in vin^ 
dicating the reputation of his friends in their 
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absence : and tliough I cannot recollect an 
opportunity of observing this immediatelj, 
not being present i;vith him when any ill was 
spoken of others at all ; yet by what he hat 
said with relation to attempts to injure the 
character of worthy and useful men, I have 
reason to believe^ that no man living was 
more sensible of the baseness and infamy^ as 
well as the cruelty of such a conduct. He 
knew^ and despised the low principles of 
resentment for unreasonable expectations 
disappointed^ of personal attachment to men 
of some crossing interests^ of envy^ and of 
party zeal, from whence such a conduct 
often proceeds ; and was particularly offend- 
ed, whea he found it ( as he frequently did^ ) 
in persons that set up for the greatest pa* 
Irons of liberty, virtue, and candour. He 
looked upon the n\urtherers of reputation 
and usefulness, as some of the vilest pests of 
society : and plainly shewed, on every pro-* 
ptt occasion, that he thought it the part of 
m generous, benevolent man, to exert him- 
self in tracing and hunting down the slander^ 
that the authors or abettors of it might be 
less capable of doing mischief for the fu« 
ture. 

ill. The most plausible objection that 
was ever made to Colonel Gardiner's cha- 
racter was, his too great attachment to some 
religious principles, established indeed in 
the churches both of England and Scotland^ 
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bfit If hich of late years have been much dii-' 
puted, aad if hich^ it is at least generally 
flupposedj not a few in both have thought 
proper to depart ; whatever expedients they 
may have found to quiet their consciences, 
in subscribing those formularies^ in which 
they arc plainly taught. His zeal was es* 
pccially apparent in opposition to those doc^ 
trines which seemed to derogate from the 
divine honours of the Son and Spirit of God, 
and from the freedom of divine grace> or 
the reality and necessity of its operations iu 
the conversion and salvation of dinners. 

112. 'With relation to these^ permit me ia 
observe, that [it was his most stedfast per* 
suasion, that all those notions, which rcpre** 
sent our blessed Redeemer and the Holy 
Spirit as mere creatures^ or which set aside 
the atonement of the former, or the influ^ 
enceof the latter, do sap the very founda* 
tion of Christianity, by rejecting the most 
glorious doctrines peculiar to it/ He had 
attentively observed ( what indeed is too ob« 
vious) the unhappy influence which the de* 
nial of these principles often has on thb ^ 
character of ministers, and on their success, ^ 
and was persuaded that an attempt to sub** 
stitute that mutilated form of Cliristialiity, 
which remains, when these essentials of it 
are taken away, has prove<l one of the most 
successful methods which the enemy of sooU 
has ever taken in these latter days^ to le^d 
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men by insensible degrees into deism^ vice, 
and perdition. He also sagaciously ob- 
served tlie artful manner in which obnox- 
ious tenets are often maintained or insinu- 
ated^ with all that mixture of zeal and ad- 
dress with which they are propagated in 
the world, even by those who had most so- 
lemnly 'professed to believe, and engaged to 
teach the contrary : and as he really appre- 
hended, that the Glory of God, and the sal- 
vation of souls was concerned, his piety and 
; charity made him eager and strenuous in 
opposing what he judged to be errors of so 
pernicious a nature. Yet I must de^Iare^ 
that according to what I have known of 
him, ( and he opened his heart on these to- 
pics to mq with as much freedcm as to any 
man living, ) he was not ready upon light 
suspicions to charge tenets which Jhe 
thought so pernicious on any, especiauy^ 
where he saw the appearance of a "good 
temper and life, which he always reverenced 
and loved in persons of -all sentiments and 

Erofessions. He severely condemned cause- 
}S8 jealousies, and evil surmisings of every 
^ kind ; and extended that charity in this res- 
pect^ both to clergy and laity, which good 
Bishop Burnet was so ready, according to 
his own account, to limit the latter, " of be- 
lieving every man good till he knew him to 
be bad, and his notions right till he knew 
them wrong." He could not but be very 
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may follow on attacking the characters of 
men, especially of those who are ministers 
of the gospel ; and if through a mixture of 
human frailty, from which the best of men 
in the best of their meanings and intentions 
are not entirely free, he has ever, in the 
warmth of his heart, dropped a word which 
might be injurious to any on that account^ 
(which very seldom happened,) he would 
gladly retract it on better information ; 
which was perfectly agreeable to that ho- 
Rcst and generous frankness of temper in 
which I never knew any man who exceeded 
Mm. 

113. Indeed it was his deliberate judg-^ 
ment, that the Arian^ Socinian^ and Pelagian 
doctrines were highly dishonourable to God 
and dangerous to the souls of men : and 
that it was the duty of private ChristianSj 
to, be greatly on their guard against those 
ministers by whom they are entertained^ 
lest their mind should be corrupted from 
the simplicity that is in Christ. Yet he 
sincerely abhorred the thought of persecu* 
tion for conscience sake : of the absurdity 
and iniquity of which, in all its kinda^f^d 
degrees, he had as deep ajid rational a con-* 
Tictton as any man I could name. And in* 
deed the generosity of his heroic heart could 
hardljf bear* to think, that those glorious 
truthS;p .which he so cordially loved^ and 
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^hich he assuredly believed io be capable 
of such fair support, both from reason and 
the word of God> should be disgraced by 
methods of defence, and propagation, com- 
mon to the most impious and ridiculous 
falsehoods. Nor did he by any means ap- 
prove of passionate and furious ways of vin- 
dicating the most vital and important doc* 
triiics of the gospel ; for he knew that to 
maintain the most benevolent religion in the 
world by such malevolent and infernal me- 
thods, was destroying the end to accomplish 
the means ; and that it was as impossible 
that true Christianity should be supported 
thus as it is that a man should long be nou* 
jished by eating his own flesh. To display 
the genuine fruits of Christianity in a good 
life, to be ready to plead with meekness and 
sweetness for the doctrines it teaches^ and 
to labour by every office of humanity and 
l^oodness to gain upon them that oppose i^ 
,were the weapons with which this good soU 
dicr of Jesus Christ faithfully fought the 
l^. battles of the Lord. These weapons will 
'■'' Jilways be victorious in his cause ; and they 
who^ have recourse to others of a different 
temmraturei how strong soever they may 
seSal^ aad how sharp soever they may really 
be, will find them break in their hands when 
they exert them most furiously, and are 
much more likely to wound thenuelves^ 
than to conquer the enemies they oppose. 
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1 14. But while speaking of Colonel Gar^ 
diner's charity in this respect^ I must not 
omit that of another kind^ ^hich has indeed 
engrossed the name of Charity much more 
than it oughts excellent as it is ; viz. alms- 
givings for which he was very remarkable^ 
and it is wondered how he was able to do 
so many generous thiogs this way ; but hit 
frugality fed the spring. He made no plea« 
surable expence^ upon himself;' and was 
contented with a very decent appearance in 
his family^ without affecting such an air of 
grandeur as could not have been supported 
without sacrificing to it satisfactions far no- 
bler, and to a temper like his far more do* 
lightfuL The lively and tender feelings of 
his heart in favour of the distressed and af* 
flicted, made it a self-indulgence to him ta 
relieve them ; and the deep conviction he 
had of the vain transitory nature of the en« 
joyments of this world, together with the 
sublime view he had of another, engaged 
bini to dispense his bounties with a very 
liberal hand, and even to seek out proper 
objects of them : and above all^ his sincere 
and ardent love to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
engaged him io feel with a true symoaUiyj 
the concerns of his poor members. uPlbn- 
sequence of this, he honoured several of 
his friends with commissions for the relief 
of the poor ; and particularly, with respect 
to some under my pastoral ^are^ he referred 
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i^ io ray discretion^ to supply them -^ith 
what I thought expedient ; and frequently 
pressed me in his letters to be sure not to 
let them want. And where persons^ standing 
in need of this charity happened, as they oP- 
4cn did, to be persons of remarkably religi- 
ous dispositions, it was easy to perceive, 
4hat he not only loved, but honoured them ; 
•and really esteemed it an honour which pro- 
vidence conferred upon him that he should 
be made as it were, the almoner of God for 
the relief of such. 

115. I* cannot forbear relating ;a little 
■rtory here, which when the Colonel himself 
heard it, gave him sgch exquisite pleasure, 
that I hope it will be acceptable to several 
of my readers. There was in a village 
about three miles from Northampton, and 
in a family which of all others near me wa$ 
afterwards most indebted to him, (though he 
bad never then seen any member of it ) au 
aged and poor, but eminently good woman^ 
who had, with great difficuHy, in the exer- 
cise of much faith and patience, diligence 
and humility, made shift to educate a large 
family of children, after the death of her 
husband, without being chargeable to the 
par^ ; which as it was quite beyond her 
nope, she often spoke of it with great de- 
light. At length, when worn out with age 
and infirmities, she lay upon her dying bed, 
•he did in a mosi lively and affecting man 
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of approaching glory. Vet amidst all th# 
triumph of such a prospect, (here was one 
remaining care and distress which lay heavjr 
upon her mind ; which was, that as her 
journey and her stock of provisions were 
both en^ed together, she feared that she 
must either be buried at the parish expence^ 
or leave her most dutiful and affectionate 
daughters the house stripped of some of the 
few moveables which remained in it, to per- 
form the last office of duty to her, which, 
she had reason to believe, they would do. 
While she was combating, with this only re- 
maining anxiety, I happened to come in, 
and to bring with me a guinea, which the 
generous Colonel had sent by a special mes* 
•fage, on hearing the character of the family, 
for its relief. A pi^esent like this, (probably 
the most considerable they had ever received 
in their lives) coming in this manner from 
an entire stranger, at such a crisis of time, 
threw my dying friend (for such amidst all 
her poverty, I rejoiced to call her) into a 
perfect transport of joy. She esteemed it a 
singular favouV of providence, sent to her in 
her last moments, as a token for goqdtfkid 
greeted it as a special mark of that lHlbg-- 
kindness of God which should attend her 
for ever. She would therefore be raised up 
in her bed, that she might bless God for it 
upon her knees and with her last breath 
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pray for Iier kiud find generous benefactor^ 
and for him vrho had been the instrument 
of directing his bounty into that channel. 
After which she soon expired^ with such 
tranquillity and sweetness^ as could not but 
most sensibly delight all who beheld her, 
jtud occasioned many who knew the cir- 
cumstances^ to glorify God on her be«^ 
half. 

116. The Colonel's last residence at 
] Northampton was in June and July 1742> 
when Lord Cadogan's regiment of firagoons 
was quartered here ; and I cannot but ob- 
serve that wherever that regiment ^came^ it 
was remarkable^ not only for the fine ap- 
pearance it made^ and for the exactness with 
which it performed its various exercises, 
( of which it had about this time the honour 
to receive the most illustrious testimonials^ ) 
but also for the great regularity of the soldi- 
ers. Many of the officers copied after the 
excellent pattern which they had constantly 
before their eyes ; and a great number of 
their private men seemed to be persons, not 
only of strict virtue, but of serious pie^ty. 
Doubtless they feutid their account in' it ; 
no^nly in the serenity and . happiness of 
tlij(H|iwn minds, which is beyond compari- 
soiirne most important consideration; but 
also in some degree, in the obliging and res- 
pectfal treatment which they generally met 
with in their quarters. This is mentioned 
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because I am persuaded, that if gentkinefl- 
of their profession knew, and would reflect, 
h«w much more comfortable they make their 
own quarters by a sober, orderly, and oblig* 
ing conduct, they would be regular out of 
mere self-love ; if they were not influenced^ 
as I. heartily wish they may always be, by a 
nobler principle. 

117. Towards the latter end of this rear, 
he embarked for Flanders, and spent some, 
considerable time with the regiment at 
Ghent, where he much regretfed the want 
of those religious opportunities which had 
made his other abodes delightful. But as 
he had made so eminent a progress in that 
divine life, which they are all intended 10 
promote, he eould not be inactive in the 
service of God. I have now before me a 
letter dated from thence October 16th, 
1742, in which he writes, ' As for me, 1 am 
indeed in a dry and barren land, where na 
•water is, rivers of water run down mine cyes» 
because nothing is to be heard in our Sodom, 
but blaspheming the name of my God : and 
I am not honoured as the instrummt of 
doing any great service. 'Tis true little 
reformed six or seven field oflicers of iSp** 
ing. I dine every day with them, mod l»ve 
entered them into a voluntary contract, fo 
pay a shilling to the poor for every oath ; 
and it is wonderful to observe the grent ef- 
fect it has had already. One of them told mp 
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this day at diitner^ that it had really luch an 
inflaencc upon him, that being at cards last 
night ^hen another officer fell a swearing, 
he was not able to bear it, but rose op and 
left the company. So you see, restraints at 
first arising from a low principle may im- 
prove to something better/ 

118. During his abode here he had a great 
deal of business upon his hands; and had 
also in some long marches, the care of more 
regiments than his own ; and it has been 
very delightful to me to observe, what a de- 
gree of converse with heaven, and the God 
<of it, he maintained, amidst the scenes of 
liurry and fatigue ; of which the reader may 
find a remarkable specimen in the follow- 
ing letter, dated from Lichwick, in the be- 
S'nning of April 1743, which was one of the 
sti received from him while abroad,'and 
begins with these words : ' Yesterday being 
the Lord's day, at six in the morning, I had 
the pleasure of receiving yours at Norton- 
ick ; and it proved a sabbath-day's blessing 
to me. ''Sometime before it reached me ( it 
may b^ observed, that his former custom of 
risu|^90 early to bis devotions was still re.* 
taifllK) I had been wrestling with God 
with many tears, and alter reading it, I re- 
turned to my knees again, to give Ihearty 
thanks to him for all his goodness to you and 
yours, and also to myself, in that he hath 
oeen pleased to stir up so many who are 
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dear to kim^ to be mindfi&l of me at the 
throne of grace.' And tben^ aft^ the men- 
tion of some particulars^ be adds : Blessed 
and adored for ever be the holy name of rojr 
heavenly Father^ who holds my soul in life^ 
and my body in perfect health ! Were I to 
recount his mere}' and goodness. to me even 
in the midst of all these hurries^ I should 
never have done. — I hope your Master wilt 
still encourage you in his work> and make 
you a blessing to many. My dearest friend^ 
1 am more yours than I can express^ and 
shall remain so while I am 

J. G. 
119. By this correspondence I had a 
farther opportunity of discovering that buoK 
ble resignation to the will of God which 
made so amiable a part of his char&cter^ 
and of which before I had seen so many 
instances. He speaks^ in the letter frooot 
which I have just beeu. giving an extract^ oC 
the hope that he bad expressed in a former^ 
of seeing us again that winter ; and he adds» 
' To be sure, it would have been a great 
))Ieasure to me : but w^ poor mortals form 
projects^ audihe Almighty ruler of the uni- 
verse disposes of all as he pleases. .A||||^at 
many of us were getting ready for our re- 
turn to England, when we received an order 
to march to. Frankfort, to the great surprise 
of the whole army, neither can any of us com* 
prebend what we are to do there ; for there 
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19 uo enemy in that country, the French 
army being marched into Bavaria, where we 
cannot follow them. But it is the will of 
the Lord, and hh will be done !' I desire^to 
blefts and praise my heavenly Father, that I 
am entirely resigned to it. ^Tis no matter 
where I go, or what becomes of me, so that 
God be glorified in my life, or my death. 
I should rejoice much to hear, that all my 
friends were equally resigned.' 
. 120. The mention cf this article reminds 
me of another relating to the view he had of 
obtaining a regiment for hiniself He endea- 
voured to d^eservc it by the most faithful 
•ervices ; some of them indeed beyond what 
ihe strength of his constitution would M-ell 
bear ; for the weather in some of these 
marches proved exceedingly bad, and yef he 
would be always at the head of hi^ people, 
that he might look to every thing that con* 
cerned them, with the exactest care. This 
obliged him to neglect the beginning of a 
feverish illness : the natural consequence of 
which was, that it grew very formidable, 
forced a long confinement upon him, and 
gave animal nature a shock which it never 
reco||(red. 

• 131. Mean time, as he had the promise of 
a regiment before he quitted England, his 
friends were continually expecting an oc- 
casion of congratulating him on having re- 
ceived the command of one. But still they 
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were disappointed ; and on some of them 
the disappointment seemed to set heavy. 
As for the Colonel himself^ he seemed quite 
easj^ about it ; and appeared greater in that 
easy situation of mind than the highest nlili * 
tarjr honours and preferments could hare 
made him. With gre4it pleasure do I at 
this moment recollect the unaffected sereni- 
ty^ and even indifference^ with which he ex*- 
presses. himself upon this occasion^ in a 
letter to me^ dated about the beginning of 
April 1743. ' The disappointment of a re- 
giment is nothing to me ; for I am satisfied, 
that had it been for God's glory^ I should 
have had it^ and 1 should have been sorry to 
have had it on any other terms. My faea* 
venly Father has bestowed upon me infinitely 
more than if he had 'made me emperor of 
the whole world. 

122. There are several parallel expressions 
in other letters ; and those to his lady about 
the same time were just in the same strain. 
An extract from one which was written from 
Aix la Chapelle^ April 21st^ the same vear, 
has these words : ' People here imagme I 
must be sadly troubled at not having got a 
regiment^ ( for six out of seven vacani^Siixc' 
now disposed of:) 'but they are strangely 
mistaken^ for it has given me no sort of 
trouble ; my heavenly Father knows what is 
best for me : and blessed^ and for ever adored 
be his name^ he has given me an entire 
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resignation to his will ; besides I don't know 
that ever I met with any disappointment 
since I was a Christian^ but it pleased God 
to discover to me, that it was plainly for my 
advantage^ by bestowing something better 
upon me afterwards ; many instances of 
which I am able to produce ; and therefore 
should be the greatest monster if I did not 
trust in him/ 

123. I should be guilty p( a great omis^- 
sion^ in not adding how remarkably the event 
corresponded with his faith on this occasion. 
For whereas^ he bad no intimation^ or ex* 
pectation^ of any thing more than a regiment 
of foot^ his Majesty was pleased out of his 
great gooduessj* to give him a regiment 
of dragoons^ .\hich was then quartered just 
'ip his own neighbourhood. , Aud it is pro- 
perly remarked by the reverend and worthy 
person who communicated this letter to me^ 
that when the Colonel thus expressed him- 
self, he cou,Id have no prospect of what he 
afterwards so soon obts^ined ; as (general 
Bland's regiment to which he was advanced^ 
wjas only va^cant on the 19th of Aprils that 
is, two days befoi;e the d^t^ of this letter^ 
when it was impossible he should have any 
notice of that vacancv. And it ako deserves 
observation, that some few davs after the Co- 
lonel was thus unexpectedly promoted to^he 
command of these dragoons^ Krigadier Corn- 
wallis's reginient of foot„ then in flaudera^ 
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became vacant : now had this happened h^ 
fore hU promotiou to General Biand% Co<- 
loiiel Gardiner in all probability would only 
have had that regiment of foof^ and so have 
continued in Flanders. When the affair 
n aD issued^ he informed Lady Frances of it 
in a letter dated from a village near Frank- 
fort. May the 3rd, in which he refers to his 
former of tlie 21st of April,, observing how 
temarkably it was verified ' in God's having 
given him' (for so heexpresseth it> agreo** 
ably to the views. he continually maintained 
of the universal agency of divine provif^ 
dence,) 'what he had no expectation of> 
and what was so much better than that which 
he had missed, a regiment of dragoons quaii-^ 
tared at his own door." 

124. It appeared to him, thai by ibis re* 
markable event. Providence called hint, 
home. Accordingly^ though. he had other 
preferments offered him in. the army, h% 
chose to return, and,. the more willingly, at 
he did not expect there would have been 
any action. Just a(> this time it pleased 
God to give him an awful instance of the 
uncertainty of human prospects and enjoy-« 
ments^ by tliat violent fever which seized 
him at Ghent in his way to England : and 
perhaps the more severely, for the efforts be 
rai|4e to push on his journey, though he had 
for some days been indisposed, it was one of 
the first fits of severe illness he had ever mtt 
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a auddeu call into eternity : but it gave bim 
no painful alarm in tbat view. He com- 
mitted himself to the God of hislife^ and in 
a few weeks he was so well recovered as to 
be capable of pursuing hi^ journev, though 
not without difficulty : and I cannot but 
thiiik it might have conduced much to a 
Dsore perfect recovery than he ever attained^ 
to have allowed himself a longer repose^ in 
order to recruit his exhausted strength and 
iqiirits. But there was an activity in his 
temper not easy to be restrained ; and it was 
now stimulated^ not only by a desire of see- 
ij^ bis friends, but of being with his regi^- 
ment^ that he might omit nothing in his 
power to regulate their morals and their 
discipline^ and to form them for public ser- 
Tice. Accordingly he passed through Lon- 
don about the middle of June 1743^ where 
be had the honour of waiting on their Royal 
Highnesses the . Prince and Princess of 
"Wales, and receiving from both the most 
obliging tokens of favour and esteem. He 
arrived at Northampton on Monday the 
20th of June, and spent part of three days 
there. But the great pleasure which his 
return ami preferment gave us was much 
abated by observing his countenance so 
sadly altered, and the many marks of langdlir 
and remaining disorder which evidently ap- 
peared ; so that he really looked ten year% 
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older than he had done ten months before. 
I Iiad^ however^ a satisfaction sufficient to 
counterbalance much of the concern which 
this alteration gave me^ in a renewed oppor- 
tunity of observing^ indeed more seiisibljr 
than ever^ in how remarkable a degree he was 
dead to the enjoyments and views of this 
mortal life. When I congratulated him oa 
the favourable appearances of providence for 
liim in the late events he briefly told me the 
remarkable circumstances that attended it> 
with the most genuine impressions of grati* 
tude to God for them : but added^ ' that as 
his account was increased with his income^ 
power, and influence^ and his cares were pro* 
portionably increased too^ it was as to his 
own personal concern^ much the same tohim^ 
whether he had» remained in his former 
station^ or been elevated to this^ but if God 
should by this means honour him, as an in^ 
strument of doing more good than he could 
otherwise have done^ he should rejoice in 
it/ 

125. The near views he had taken of 
eternity in the illness from which he was so 
imperfectly recovered^ had not in the least 
alarmed him ; but that he would have been 
entirely willing^ had such been the determi-* 
natipn of God, to have been cut short in. a 
foreign land, without any earthly frieud^iiear 
himj and in the midst of a journey,, unidec- 
taken with hopes and prospects so pleasing' 
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til nature : which appeared to me no incon* 
siderable evidence of the strength of his faith* 
But we shall wonder the less at his extraor* 
dinary resignation^ if we consider the joyful 
and assured prospect which he had of an 
happiness infinitely superior^ beyond the 
grave ; of which that worthy minister of the 
church of Scotlandj who had an opportu- 
nity of conversing with him quickly after hia 
returuj and havuig the memorable story of 
bis conversion from his mouth, writes thua 
in his letter to me^ dated Jan. 14th^ 1746-7. 
'' When he came to review bis regiment at 
Linlithgow in summer 1743^ after having; 
given me tlie wonderful, story as above> ho 
concluded in words to this purpose :— Let 
me die whenever it shall please God^ or 
wherever it shall be, I an^ sure I shall go to- 
tbe mansions of eternal glory, and enjoy my 
G^d and my Redeemer ia heaven for 
ever/' 

126. While he was with us at this time 
he appeared deeply affected with the sad 
state of things as to religion and morals; 
and seemed to apprehend that the rod of 
God was hanging over so sinful a nation, 
lie observed a great deal of disaffection, 
which the enemies of the government, had, 
by a variety of artifices been raising in 
Scotbind for years : and the number of Ja- 
cobites there, together with the defenceleat 
state in which our island then wa^, with 
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peti to the aumber of its forces at faome^ 
(of which he spoke at once with great con- 
cern an d astonishment^ ) led him to expect 
an invasion from France^ and an attempt in 
favour of the Pretender, much sooner than 
it happened. I have heard him saj, manjr 
years before it came so near being accom- 
plished, ''that a few thousands mieht have 
a fair chance for marching from Edinburgh 
to London uncontrouled, and throw tlie 
whole -kingdom into an astonishment/' And 
there is great reason to believe that this was 
one main consideration which engaged him 
to make such haste to his regiment, theil 
quartered in ^ those parts; as he imagined 
there was not a ipot of ground where he 
mtglit be more like to have a call to expose 
bis life in the service of bis country, and 
perhaps by appearing on a proper call early 
in its defence, be instrumental in suppressing 
the beg'innings of tlic most formidable mis- 
chief. How rightly he judged in these things 
ibe event did too evidently shew. 

127. The evening before our last separa- 
tion, as I knew I could not entertain the in- 
valuable friend who was then my guest more 
agreeably, I prcadied a sermon in my own 
bouse, with some peculiar reference to his 
case and circumstances, from those ever- 
micmorable words« than which T have never 
(bit any more powerful and more comfort- 
able; 'Bialm xci. 14:, lb. 16; Because ha 
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hath set his love upon me thetfrefore vill I 
deliver him ; I will set him on high> because 
he hath known mj name :' he shall call upon 
me, and I will answer him ; I will be with 
him in trouble, I will deliver him aad ho* 
nour him ; with long life will I satisfy him, 
and shew him mj salvation/ This scrip- 
ture could not but lead our meditations to 
survey the character of the good man, as 
one who knows the name of the blessed 
God, (has such a deep apprehension of the 
glories and perfections of his nature,) a^ 
determinately to set his love upon him, to 
make him the supreme object of his most 
ardent and constant aifection. And it is 
suggested as the most sublime and animating 
hopes to persons of such a character, that 
theii* prayers shall be always acceptable to 
God : that though they may, and must, be 
called out to their share in the troubles and 
calamities of life, yet they may assure them- 
selves of the divine presence in all ; which 
shall issue in their deliverance, in their ex- 
altation, sometimes to distinguished honour 
aud esteem among men, and it may be, in a 
long course of useful and happy years oa 
earth; at least, which shall undoubtedly 
end in seeing, to their perpetual delight^ 
the complete salvation of God, in a world 
where they ^hall enjoy length of days for 
ever and ever, and employ them all in ado- 
ring the great Author of their salvation and 
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thoughts OH such a scripture were matters 
of universal concern. Yet had I known 
that this was my last address to Colonel 
Gardiner, as a minister of the gospel, and 
foreseen the scenes through which God was 
about to lead him, I hardly know what con^ 
siderations could have been suggested with 
more peculiar propriety. The attention, 
elevation, and delight, with which he heard 
ihcm, was very apparent, and the plea3ure 
which the observation of it gave me, eonti* 
nues to this moment. And let me be per* 
nritted to digress so far as to add, that thi« 
is indeed the great support of a Christian 
minister, under the many discouragements 
and disappointments which he meets with, 
in his attempts to fix upon tbe profligate or 
the thoughtless part of mankind a deep 
sense of religious truth ; that there is an- 
other important part of his work, in which 
he may hope to be more generally success- 
ful ; as by plain, artless, but serious dii-' 
courses^ the great principles of Christian 
duty and hope i^ay be nourished and invi- 
gorated by good men, their graces watered 
as at the root, and their souls animated both 
to persevere and improve in holiness. And 
when we arc effectually perforraing'such be- 
nevolent offices, so well suiting our immortal 
natures, to persona whose hearts aj^t, ce- 
mented with oors in the bonds of the mof t 
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endearing and sacred friendshipj it is too 
little to lay it over-pays the fatigue of oar 
labours ; it even swalloMrs op all sense 
of it in tlif most rational and sublime 
pleasure. 

128. An incident occurs to my mind, 
\yhich happened that evening, vi^hich at least 
for the oddness of it ntav deserve a place 
in these memoirs. I had then vt ifh roe one 
Thomas Porter, a poor but very honest and 
religious man, (now living at Hatfield 
Broadoak in Essex,) who is quite unac- 

3uainted with letters, so as not to be able to 
istinguish one from another, yet is master 
of the contents of the bible in so extraor- 
dinary a degree, that he has not only fixed 
an immense number of texts in his memory, 
1>ut merely by hearing them quoted in ser- 
mons, has registered there the chapter and 
verse in which these passages are to be 
found ; this is attended with a marvellous 
facility in directing those that Cf^n read to 
turn to them, and a most unaccountable ta- 
lent of fixing on such as suit almost every 
imaginable variety of circumstances in com- 
mon life. There are two considerations in 
this case, which make it the more wonder- 
ful ; the. one, that he is a person of a very 
low genius, having besides a stammering 
which makes his speech almost unintelligible 
to strangers, so wild and awkward a manner 
of behaviour, that he is frequently taken |tfr 
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mn ideot^ aad seems in manj tilings to bn 
so ; the oUser, that he grew up to manhood 
io a very licentious course of livings and an 
entire ignorance of divine things^ so that all 
these exact impressions on his memory hate 
been made in his riper years. I thought it 
would not be disagreeable 'to the Colonel, 
to introduce to him. this odd phenomenon, 
which many hundreds of people have had a 
curiosity to examine, and amon^ all the 
strange things I have seen in him, none 
equalled what passed on this occasion. On 
hearing the Coloners profession, and receiv'^* 
iug some hints of his religious character, he 
ran through a vast varietj of scriptures, be* 
ginning at the. Pentateuch, and going on to 
the Revelation, relating either to the do- 
pendance to be fixed on God for the suc^ 
cess of military operations, or to the in* 
stances and promises occurring there of his 
care of good men in the most imminent dan- 
gers, or to the encouragement to despise 
perils and death while- engaged in a good 
cause, and supported by the views of a 
happy immortality. He quoted more thail 
twenty of these passages : and I know not 
who could have chose them with greater 
propriety. The ladt of this catalogue was 
that from which I afterwards preached on 
the lamentable occasion of this great man's 
fall ' Re thou faithful unto death, and I 
Y^ill give thee a crown of life/ We wcr^ 
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all astonished at so remarkable a fact ; and 
doubtless many of my readers will think the 
memory of it worthy of being thus pre- 
served. 

129. But to return to my main subject i 
the next day after the sermon and con- 
Tersation I took my last leave of my inesti* 
mable friend^ after attending him some 
part of his way northward. The first stage 
of oui journey was to the cottage of that 
poor but religious family, which have been 
mentioned above, as relieved, and indeed 
in a great measure subsisted, by his charity. 
And nothing could he more delightful than 
to observe the condescension with which he 
conversed with these his humble pensioners* 
We there put up our last united prayers 
together ; and he afterwards expressed, in 
the strongest terms I ever heard him use on 
such an occasion, the singular pleasure with 
which he had joined in them. Indeed it was 
no small satisfaction to me to have an op- 
portunity of recommending such a valuable 
friend to God's protection and blessing, with 
that particular freedom and enlargement on 
what was peculiar in his circumstances^ 
which hardly any other situation, unless he 
had been quite alone, could so conveniently 
have admitted. We went from thence to 
the table of a person of distinction in the 
Beigbbourhood, where he had an opportuni* 
ty of shewing, in bow decent and graceful « 
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manner he could . unite the Chriitian and 
the Gentleman, and give conversation aa 
improving and religious turn^ without vio**. 
lating any of the rules of polite behaviour^ 
or sayiug and doing any thing which looked 
at all constrained or affected. Here W(» 
took our last embrace^ committing each 
other to the care of the God of heayen ; and 
the Colonel pursued his journey to the 
liorth> where he spent all the i:emaind€r of 
his days. 

130. The more I reflect upon this ap* 
pointment of Providence, the more I^isr 
earn of the beauty and wisdom of it ; not 
only as it led directly to that gforiouf 
period of life with which God had determin- 
ed to honour him, and in which it becomes 
all his fciends to rejoice : but also as the re* 
ticement on which he entered could not but 
have a happy tendency to favour his more 
immediate and compleat preparation for so 
speedy a remove. To which, we may add, 
that it mus^ probably have a very powerful 
influence to promote tb^ interests of religion 
(incomparably the greatest of all intesests,) 
among the members of his own family ; who 
must surely edify much by such daily les-^ 
sons as they received from^hiis lips> when they 
•aw them^iUustrated and enforced, by so a^ 
mirable an example, and this for two com* 
pletc years. Tis the more remarkable, as it; 
tanuot be found from the memoirs of his life 
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ii n^ fcfiBdi, tbfti lie limd ever been so Um^ 
at hoBie 8iiM!« he had a. family^ or indeed^ 
Mice faia childhood^ ever to long at a tinia 
ia mnj. one place. 

• 131. With hoW clear a luatre bit lamp 
ahone^ and with what holy irigour his loioa 
liirece girded up in tbeaervice of hit 6od> in 
tiiese biB latter dajs^ it may be' learned in 
fB/tt from the letters of several excellent 
pei'sens in t4ie ministry^ or in seeulur life, 
with whom I have since conversed or correa* 
potfided. And M bit many letters^ dated from 
Bankton during this period^ there is still 
further evidence how happy he was amidst 
those infirmities of body^ v^Iiich his tender** 
ness for me would seldom allow him to 
mention : for it appears from them what a 
daily intereoncse he kept up with heaven, 
and what delightful communion with God 
erowned bis attendance on public ordi« 
nances^ and his sweet hours of devout ro^ 
tirement.^ He mentions his sacramental op*^ 
portunities with pecoltftr relish^ crying 
l>ut as in a holy raptune, in reference to 
tne and another of 'them> ' Ob how gra^^ 
eious a master do we serve !' how pleasant 
is his service !- how rich tlie entertainments 
of his lo^c ! Oh bow poor and «old wpe our 
services ! — But quotations of tbw sort need 
not to be multiplied after those given abovei 
which may be a sufficient specimen of tnanj 
more in the same straiDr This biot bw; 
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ittffice to shew that tlieMine wdmar of soul 
lield out in a great measure to the last ; 
and indeed it seems that towards the close 
of life like the flame of a lamp almost en:* 
fitiagf it sometimes exerted an unusual 
blaze. 

132. He spent much of his time at Bank* 
ton in religious solitude ; and one most inti"^ 
mately conversant with him assures me^ that 
the trac.es of that delightful converse with 
God which he enjoyed in4t might easily bo 
discerned iu that solemn yet cheerful counte*^ 
Banco with which he often came out of hit 
eioset. Yet his exercises there must some-^ 
times have been very mournfu)> considering 
the melancholy views which he had of the 
state of our public affairs. ' I should be glad/ 
says he, in a letter which he sent me^ about 
the close of the year 174^^ ^^to hear what 
wise and good people among you think of the 
present circumstances of thinga. For my 
own part^ though I thank God I fear no- 
thing for myself^ my apprehensions for the 
public are very gloomy^ considering the 
deplorable prevalency of almost all kinds of 
wickedness amongst us ; the natural conse-^. 
queare of the contempt of the gospel. I am 
daiiy offering up my prayers to God for this 
sinful land of ours> over which his judgment 
seems io be gathering ; and my streng;th it 
sometimes so exhausted with those strong 
Gfies and lears^. which I pour out before God 
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on ihis' oc6aiioD^ that I am hardly able to 
stand when I arise from my knees. If we 
have many remaining to stand in the breach 
with equal fervency^ I hope> crying as our 
provocations are, GoA will still be. intreated 
for us and save us/ 

. I^ Most of the other letters I bad the 
pleasure of receiving from himafter our last- 
separation^ either filled^ like those of former 
years^ with tender expressions of affection- 
ate solicitude for juy domestic comfort and 
public usefulness^ or relate to the writings I 
published during this time, or to the affairs 
of his eldest son, then under my care. But 
these are things which are by no means of 
a nature to be communicated here. 'Tisr 
enough to remark in the general^ that the ' 
Christian was stilt mingled with all the care 
0£ the friend and the parent. 

. IS'j'. But it is incumbent upon me to ob* 
fcrve^ that during this time, and for some 
preceding years^ his attention, ever wakeful 
to such concerosj was much engaged by 
some religious appearances^ which happened 
about this time both in England and Scot** 
land ; of which some may be curious to 
know his sentiments. He commuoi^i^ted 
them to me with the most unreserved free- 
dom ; and I cannot apprehend myself undec 
any engagements to conceal them^ as I am 
persuaded that it will be no prejudice to his 
memory that they should be publicly knowo» 
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1S5. From Colonel Gardiner's pen it wti 
that I receited the first notice of that ever 
memorable scene ifvhich Mras opened at Kil- 
syth^ under the ministry of the Reverend 
Mr. Mac>Cullocb^ in the month of Febru* 
ary^ 1741-S. He communicated to me the 
copy of two letters from that eminently &• 
voured servant of God^ giving an account of 
that extraordinary success which had within 
a few days accompanied his preaching; 
when as in a little more than a fortnight^ a 
hundred and thirty ;;souls> who had befon 
continued in long iosensibility under the 
faithful preaching of the gospel^ were awak* 
ened on a sudden to attend it, as if it had 
been a new revelation brought down from 
heaven^ and attested by as astonishing mi* 
racles as ever were wrought by: Peter or 
Paul> though they heard it only from a per* 
son under whose ministry they had sat fOF 
several years. Struck with a power and 
majesty iu the word of God^ which they had 
never felt before^ they crowded his house 
night and day^ making their applications to 
him for spiritual direction and assistance, 
with an earnestness and solicitude, which 
floods of tears, that swallowed up their own 
words and his, could not sufficiently ex« 
press. The Colonel mentioned this at first 
to mc/ ' as a matter of eternal praise, which 
he knew would rejoicxC my very soul ;' and 
when he saw it spread in the neighbouring 
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liartflj and obseryed the glorious reformttioii 
which it produced in the lives of great multi^ 
tudesj'^and the abidinrg fruits of it for suC"*^ 
ceeding months and years^ it increased and 
confirmed his joj. But the facts relating 
to this matter have been laid before the 
world in so authentic a manner^ and the 
agency of divine grace in them has been so 
rationally vindicated^ and so patlietically re-* 
presented, in what the reverend and judici- 
ous Mr. Webster has written upon that sub* 
jecty that it is altogether superfluous for me 
to add any thing farther than my hearty 
prayers, that the work may be, as it was ap^ 
parcntly glorious and divine. 

136. It was with great pleasure that be 
received any intelligence of a like kind from- 
England : whether the clergy of the estab- 
lished church or dissenting ministers, whe- 
ther our own countrymen or foreigners^ 
were the instruments of it. And whatever 
weakness or errors mi^ht mingle them- 
selves with valuable qualities in such as were 
active in such a work, he appeared to love 
and honour them in proportion to the de- 
gree he saw reason to believe their hearts 
were devoted to the service of Christ, and 
their attempts owned and succeeded by him. 
I mentioned one of these gentlemen who 
liad been very successful in the ministry, and 
bad seemed to have met with some very un- 
kind usage, he says, ^ I had rather be that 
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despiied persecuted maoj to be an instill^ 
.ment in the hand of the Spirit in converting 
80 many souls and building up so many in 
their holy faiths that I would be emperor of 
the whole world/ Yet this steady and judi-* 
cious christian^ (for such he most assuredly 
was ) at the same time that he esteemed a 
man for his good intention and his worthy 
qualities^ did not suffer himself to be hurriei 
away into all the singularity of his senti- 
ments^ or to admire his imprudence or Ex- 
cesses. On the contrary^ he saw and: la- 
mented tiiat artifice which the great father 
of fraud has so long and so successfully been 
practising ; who like the enemies of Israel^ 
when be cannot entirely prevent the building 
of God's temple^ does as it were offer his 
assistance to carry on the woric^ that he 
may thereby get the most effectual opportu- 
nities of obstructing it. The Colonel often 
expressed his astonishment at the wide ex* 
tremes into which somc^ whom on tiie whole 
he thought very worthy men^ were permitted 
to run in many doctrinal and speculative 
points ; and discerned how evidently it ap- 
peared from hencct that we cannot argue 
tbe^truth of any doctrine from the success of 
the pxesL^her, since this would be a kind of 
demonstration^ which might equally prove 
both parts of a contradiction. Y et when he 
observed^ that an high regard to the atone- 
ment and rightepuiness of Christy .and tm 
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>4he free grace of God in him, eterted by 
the operation of the diyine Spirit, was g:ene- 
rally common to all who had been pecttliarly 
successful in the conversion and reforma- 
tion of men (how widely soever their judg- 
ments might differ in other points, and 
how warmly soever they might oppose each 
other in consequence of that diversit}', ) it 
teaded greatly to confirm his faith in these 
prmciples, as well as to open his heart in 
foTe to all of every denomination who main- 
tained an affectionate regard to them. And 
though what he remarked as to the conduct 
and success of ministers of the most opposite 
strains of preaching, confirmed him in these 
sentiments, yet he always esteemed and loved 
virtuous and benevolent men, even where 
he thought them most mistaken in the 
notions they formed of religion, or in the 
methods by which they attempted to serve 
it. • 

137. While I thus represent what all who 
knew him must soon have observed of Co- 
lonel Gardiner's affectionate regard to these 
peculiar doctrines of our holy religion, it is 
necessary also to inform my reader lliat 
it was not his judgment that the attention of 
ministers, or their hearers should be wholly 
engrossed by these, excellent as they are : 
but that all the parts of the scheme of truth 
and duty should be regarded in their ^ due 
connection and proportion* Far from, that 
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c6nnection''and proppjrtiou. Ft,r. df^m tbat 
distem|iered taste^ which cao bear nothings 
but cordials^ it was his deliberate judgment^ 
that the law should be preached as well as 
the gospel : and hardly any thing gave him 
greater offence than the irreverent manner 
in which some> who have been ignorantly 
extolled as the most evangelical preachers^ 
have sometimes been tempted to speak of 
the former ; much indeed to the scandal ot 
all consistent and judicious Christians. He 
delighted to be instructed in his duty> and to 
hear much of the inward exercises of the spi- 
ritual and divine life. And he always wished 
so far as I could ob^erve^ to have these Ufpics 
treated in a rational as well as a spiritual 
manner^ with a solidity and order of thought, 
with perspicuity and weight of expression ; 
as well knowing tbat religion is a most rea- 
sonable service ; tbat God has not chosen 
idiots or lunatics as the instruments, or 
nonsense as the means of building up his 
church ; and that though the charge of en- 
thusiasm is often fixed on Christianity and 
its ministers, in a wild, undeserved, and in- 
deed, on the whole, enthusiastieal manner, 
by some of the loudest or most solemn pre- 
tenders to reason ; yet there is really such 
a thing as enthusiasmj against which it be- 
comes the true friends of revelation te 
be diligently on their guard, lest Christi- 
anity, instead of being exalted, should be 
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l^iMtty ddrnipted mnd Aelnatk, ttid all nMa* 
mer of absurdity/ both in doctrine an3 prac-^ 
tice introdiMjjed by methods^ which^ like per-> 
iecution, tHrow truth and falsehood on a 
level, and render the grossest errors at once 
inore plausible and more incurable. He 
had too much candour and equity to . fix 
general charges of this nature : but he was 
feally, and I think not vainly^ apprehensive^ 
'that the emissaries and agents of the most 
corrupt cbureh that ever dishonoured the 
Christian name ; ( by which it will easily be 
linderstood he meant that of Rome, ) uiight 
very possibly insinuate themselves into so'^ 
cieties^ to which they could not otherwise 
have access, and make their advantage of 
that total resignation of the understanding, 
and contempt of reason and learnings which 
nothing tnit ignorance, delirium, or knavery 
can dictate, to lead men blindfold whi- 
ther it pleased till it set them down at the 
foot df^an altar, where transubstantiation 
itsdf is *oonsecrated. 

138. I cannot more properly introduce 
another part of the ColoniA's character, 
w'hich, obvious as it was, I have not yet 
touched upon ; viz. his tenderness to those 
who were under any spiritual distress, where- 
in he.was indeed an example to ministers, in 
a duty more peculiarly theirs. I have seen 
many amiable instances of this myself ; and 
have been informed of many others.; one of 



which happened aWMii the iimi of thai 
awakeaiog in (be western parts of 'SeotIaQd> 
which I touched upon above^ when the Rev* 
Mr. M'Lauriq. of Glasgow found occasion 
to witness the great propriety^ judgment and 
felicity of manner^ with which he addressed 
spiritual consolation to an afflicted souU 
who applied to the professor at a time when 
he had not an opportunity immediately to 
give audience to the case. And indeed at 
long ago as the year 1726^ I find him wri- 
ting to a friend in a strain of tenderness in 
this regard^ which might well have become 
the most affectionate and experienced pastor. 
He there congratulates him on some reli- 
gious enjoyments lately received^ (in part^ it 
seemSj by his means^ ) when amone others he 
bad this modest expression ; '' I f I have 
been made any way tiie means of doing you 
good> give the whole glory to Godj for he 
has been willing to shew^ that the power 
was entirely of himself^ since he has been 
pleased to make use of so very weak an in- / 
strument." In the same letter he admo-» 
nishes his friend^ that he should not be too / 
much surprised, if after having been, (as he/ 
expresses it^ ) upon the mount, he 8houl(i^ 
be brought into the valley again ; and rey 
minds him that ' we live by faith, and n 
by sensible assurance ;' representing, tliat 
there are some such full communicatpiis 
from God as seem almost to swallow uj;rthe^ 
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Mtifigs of faith^ from vrhtnce they take fhth 
f ise : ' whereas when a Christian who walk* 
eth in darkness^ and 9ces no lights will yet 
hang, as it were^ on the report of an absent 
Jesus/ wad, as one Expresses it^ in allusion 
to the story of Jacob and Joseph^ ' can put 
himself as on the chariot of the promises to 
be borne on to Him^ whom now he sees 
not ; there may be sublimer and more ac- 
ceptable actings of a pure and strong faith 
than in moments which afford the soul a 
much more rapturous delight/ This is the 
substance of what he says in the excellent 
letter. Some of the phrases made use of 
might not perhaps be intelligible to several 
of my readers, for which reason they are not 
Sill exactly transcribed : but this is plainly 
and fully his meanings and most of the words 
are hit own. The sentiment is surely very 
just and important ; and happy would it 
be for many excellent persons, who^ through 
wrong notions /of the nature of faiths ( which 
was never more misrepresented than now 
among some, ) are perplexing themsclvei 
with groundless doubts and scruples, if jt 
were more generally understood, admitted^ 
and considered. 

139. An endeared friend^ who was most 
iitimately conversant with the Colonel du- 
ritg the last two years of his life, has fa-* 
voLred me ^with an account c^ some little 
oirciimstances relating to him ; which I es^ 
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tfem- Its preciotu^: fragmeDts, by whieb. the, 
consistent tenor of his qjiaracter may b^ fur- 
ther illustrated. I shall therefore insert 
them here, without being very solicitous as 
t6 the order in which they are introduced, 

140' He perceived himself evidently in a . 
very declining state fiona his first arrival in 
Britain, aqd seemdi to ^tertain a fixed ap^ 
ppebension^ that hie should cont«ue J)ut a 
little while longer in ^^9 life. '' He ex-, 
pected death. (-•/» ^J good correspondent. ) 
and was #J^^ig"ted with the prospect/'.which 
did -^ot grow leas amiable by a nearer ap* 
^roach. The, word of God> witb^vifhich he 
bad as;^iptimate acquaintance as most meo 
I ever &Dew, and on, which, especially oa 
the, New Testament, I have heard hipi npake 
many v^y judicious and accurate xepmrksj 
was st^l his daily study ;' and it furnished 
him yith matter of conversation, m^qh to, 
the f^ification of those that were about hi{q. 
P was recollected, that among .other paa^t 
^eshe.had lately spoken of the/followmg; 
as having made .a deep impression on hu 
mind; ^' My soul wait thou only juppn 
0od !" He would repeat it again andagaio 
'/ only, only, only \" So plainly did. he %ee, 
and so deeply did he feel,. thQ vanity of crea-« 
ture-coofidences and expectations. . Witb 
the strongest attestation would he ofle|: 
mention those wofds in Isaiah, as. verified 
by long experience ; '' Thou wilt keep hiQ^ 
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in perfect peace whose mjnd is stayed' on 
thee, because he tnisteth in thee/^ An4 
with peculiar satisfkctipn would he utter 
thosfe heroic words in l^abakkqk, which he 
found of proof a^aiqsteyerv fear and con- 
tingency : ''^Though the %-tree shall not 
bloBsQin/ neither shall fruit be in the tincsji 
the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields sbair yW4 no meat, the flpcks shall bcj 
cut off from the fold; ^^a ij^ere shall be* no 
herd hi the stalls, jret will I^t^-nce in the 
Lord, I will joy m the God of ihv ^alva- 
fion.'* The 145th p^alm was also spowi^- 
ofby him with great delight, and Dr. Watts" 
version of it ; ' as well as several ^cither of 
th^t excellent person's poetical composures; 
My friend who transmits to me this account, 
adds the foUol/ring words, which I ^sire to 
insert with '■ the deepest sentiments of un- 
feigned humility and self-abasement before^ 
God, as most unworthy the honour of ^on* 
fribnting in the least degree to the joys ant 
^ces of one so much my superior id ev^r^ 
part/of the Christian character, y As the; 
joy; with wlifch good men see the 6^Py 
iiruits qf their labours, makes a part of tW 
present regard of the servants of God and 
the friends of Jfesus, it ipust not be bniitted^ 
even in a letter to you, that your spiritual 
hymns were among the most delightful and 
aoul-improving repasts ; particularly thpse, 
on beholdiilg transgressors with griefs and 
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Chriit-6 mpMtgev*' Wliti ii^d«d«oiifern-« 
ing mj book of the RiiO and Progress of 
Religion, and tbe terms in which he express- 
ed his esteem for ii^ I cannot suffer to pkiss 
my pen ; onl J desire most sincerely to blesi 
God, that especii^Uy by -the. last chapters of 
that treatise, I had' an opportunity at so 
great a distaiice of exhibiting some offices 
of Christian friendship to this excellent per- 
son in the closiii^ scenes of life^ Which it 
would have been my greatest joy to have 
performed in persoiij had . ProTideiM>Q : per*" 
initted me then to hay# ben near hins^ 

141. The former of those hjmiiiS'my, 
correspondent menti^, aft bating' li^en so 
agreeable to Qolonei Gar^inc^. arc giv^n 
above, at the. end of Section jOi/ The 
latter, whic)i: ia igaUed Cibrut't me«M^ took 

its rise froni Luke iv. i8> aii4 ^ucl> ^^4 

is as follows ; 

. ■ ^ * . '^ . . . ■ - . : . • ■ '' ^• 
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Wisdbin j wd ipi^t, and miliiaj^if Tf^ I ^ 

m^B«<*Uui»g bondage held s 
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4 He cpm^|rqm1}i]idi:«tfilmofyio^ 
• » Ai«idAthe^<!ye.balfsdftBeWiJidi 
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^ 5 liLe Gom^ thftbroitoi heart to-^bind)!* 
. Jhc bleeding fiQuJ^cjtfi?,;,;,! J .:,. 
And /with the. treasured o£ nb.fwacQ i 

• Hftiilvfei^ trumpets puHfeHldu* i '^ I 
ThejuVleeordttioi^;*^ • ' J^ 
7 ,: O^f'^ts-ve all ^tmitted/mmy ' i i . h :' 

eicooie sn^U proclaim / 



TMrlireWbm^'fih^Urii.^ ,, . 

' Andhfiti»ft^iet^fiya)rdi«»¥lfigi'^' ' ^' 

* This stanza is mostly bonowed from Mr. Pope. 

J42. Thiif« Iftoq^'liyihh^m 
beg leave to ^^ptiiti tiiH:Ujymicy Colo* 
nel Gardiner liM^jlli'j^ej^^^)^^ ip. iaention 
witb particular regard^ as expressing the 
inmost sentjoieiiti^ of biiia^ill; Mdthejr^ere 
undoubtedly so in the list rationfti moments 
of hit tkpifibg lUb^ 'It is • ^aHefl> tl^farist 
precious to the bcffietet': iiiid ^lis' com- 
posed to be 9U»^.a|f|e|,f^.eeiriiMrii pfl, I F/^f^ 
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1 Jiiiis ! I love iky charming nanie, 
*Ti8 music to my ear : ■ 
Faia would 1 sound it out so loud. 
That earth and heaven should hear, 

f ■ 

S Yes^ thou art precious to my sou), 
My transport and mv trust ; 
Je wds to thee are^ gauay toys, 
And gold is sordid dust* 

3 All my capacious powers can w 

In thee most richly meet : 
* Nor ttf my eye is life so dear, 
Nor friejuaship Imlf so sweet. 

4 Tbv ffrace still dwells upon my hearty 

Aqu sheds its fragrance there ! 
The noblest balm of all its woundii 
The cordial of its care. 

5 rn speak the honours of thy name . 

W ith mv last lab'ring breath ; 
Then speechless clasp thee in my aont^ 
Thafurtidote of death. 

* • _ . '. 

143. Tbbse who were initmate with Cot 
^nel Cr^diner must bjave observed lupw 
readily be was to give a devotional tiirh to 
any subject that ' occurred. And in par- 
ticular the spiritual and heavenly dis position 
of his soul^disco vered itself in the reffectiou 
aud improvements which h^.made^ whlni 
rei^di% history ; in. which he took a great 
deai oT^pIeasijMre, as {persons remarkabfe^^r 
their \^\^f^ of ^ifi^ 



tioo of proyidence^ genierally do. There is 
an instance of this before me^ which^ (hough 
too natural to be at all surprising^ will 
doubtless be pleasing to the devout mind. 
He had just been reading in RoUin's extract 
from Xenophon^ the answer which the lady 
of Tigranes made^ when all the company 
were extolling Cyrus and expressing the ad- 
miration with which his appearance and be- 
haviour struck them ; the question being 
asked her, what she thought of him ? she 
answered^ I don't know^ I did not observe 
him. On what then, said one of the com« 
pany^ did you fix your attention ? On him, 
replied she^ ( referring to the generous speech 
which her husband had just made,) who 
said he would give a thousand lives to ran- 
. som my liberty. '' Oh^ (cried the Colonelj^ 
;^when reading it^ ) how ought we to fix our 
""eyes^nd hearts on Him^ yrhd.not in offer^ 
but in reality^ gave his own precious life to 
ransom us from the most dreadful slavery, 
and from eternal destnietton !" But this is 
only one instance among a thousand. Hit 
heart was habitually set upon divine things^ 
and he had such a permanent and overflow- 
ing sense of the love of Christy that be 
eilfuld not forbear connecting such reflec- 
tions with a multitude of more distant occa- 
sions occurring in daily life^ where lesx ad- 
vanced Christians would not have thought 
of them : and thus like our Great Mast^r^ he 
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made erety little ificidedt a source of dero* 
tion> and an instrument of holy zeal. 

144. 7 Enfeebled as his constitution was^ he 
\f as still intent on improving his time i^ 
some valuable purposes ; and vrhen his 
friends expostulated with him^ that he gave 
his h^j so little rest, he used to answer^ 
*' It vein rest Ibng enough in the grave." 

145- The July before his death, he was 
persuaded to take a journey to Scarborough 
for the recovery of his health ; from which 
he was at least encouraged to expect sOme 
little revival. After this he had thoughts of 
going to London, and designed to have 
spent part of September at Northampton* 
The expectation of this was mutually agree* 
able : but Providence thought fit to discon-* 
cert the scheme. His love for his friends ia 
these parts occasioned him to express some 
regret on his being commanded back : and 
I am pretty confident, from the manner ia 
which he expressed himself in one of his last 
tetters to me, that he had some more impor^ 
taut reasons for wishing an opportunity of 
making a London journey just at that crisis ; 
Which as the reader will remember was be* 
fore the' rebellion broke out ; but as provi« 
dence determined it otherwise, he acqiiies* 
ced ; and I am well satisfied^ that could he 
have distinctly foreseen the approaching 
event, so far as it concerned his own per- 
son, he would have esteemed it the happi« 



est summons he ever received. While he 
was at Scarborough^ I find by a letter dated* 
from thence^ July 26th« 1745^ that he had 
been informed of the gaiety which so unsea- 
sonably prevailed at Edinburgh^ where great 
multitudes Were then spending their time in 
balls> assemblies^ and other gay amusements^ 
little mindful of the rod of God which was 
then hanging over them : on which occasion 
he hath this expression ; ^^ I am greatly sur- 
prised that the people of Edinburgh should 
be employed in such Abolish diversions when 
our situation is at present more melancholy 
than ever I saw it in my life. But there is 
one thing which I am very sure of^ that 
comforts me^ viz. that it shall go well with 
the righteous^ come what will." 

146. Quickly after his return home^ the 
flame burst but and his regiment was ordered 
to Stirling. It was in the castle there that 
his lady and eldest daughter enjoyed the 
last happy hours of his company, and I think 
it was about eight or ten days before his 
death that be parted from them there. A 
remarkable circumstance attended that part- 
ings which hath been touched upon by sur* 
viving friends in more than one of their 
letters to^ me. His Lady was so affected 
when she took her last leave of him that 
she could not forbear bursting out into a 
flood of tears, with other marks of luiusual 
emotion. And when he asked her the 
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reason,' she urged the apprelieDsion the had 
of losing such an invaluable friend amidst 
the dangers to which he was then called outj 
as a very sufficient apology. Upon which 
she took particular notice, that whereas he 
had generally comforted her on such occa- 
sionsj by pleading with her that remarkable 
hand of providence which had so frequently 
in former instances been exerted for his pre- 
servation, and that in the greatest extremity, 
he said nothing of it now, but only replied, 
in his sententious manner, '^We have aa 
eternity to spend together." 

147. That heroic con^mpt of deaths 
which had often discovered itself in the 
midst of former^ dangers, was manifested 
H9W in his discourse with several of his most 
intimate friends. 1 have reserved for this 
place one genuine expression of it many, 
years before, which I thought might be men- 
tioned with some advantage here. About 
July, 1725, he had been sent to some place, 
not far from Hamilton, to quell a mutiny 
among some of our troops. I know not the 

{articular occasion; but I remember te 
ave heard him mention it as so fierce a one, 
tbat he scarce ever apprehended himself 
in a more hazardous circumstance. Yet he 
quelled it by his presence alonq^ and the ex« 

{lostulations he used, evideudy putting his 
ife into his hand to do it. Tne particulars 
if the stei:y struek me nueh ; but I do aft 



exactly rcmeniber tkraij W to Tcnturc to re- 
late them here. I onlj observe' that in a 
letter now before me^ dated July 16tb^ of 
that year, and which cTidently refers to this 
CTent, he writes thus ; ^^ I have been very 
biisyj hurried about. ' from place to place; 
but, blessed be God, all is over without, 
bloodshed. Aud pray let me ask, what 
made you shew so much concern for me in 
TOur last ? Were you afraid I should get to 
iieaTen before you ? Or can any evil befal 
those who are fpllowers of that which., it 
good ?'V 

' 148«. And a» these were his sentiments, ib 
tfie vigour of his days, ao neither did de* 
cUning years and the infirmities of a broken 
constitution on the one hand, or any de* 
sires of enjoying the honours and profits of 
M» high a station, or, what , was much more 
to bi«n, the converse of tJie most afiectionate 
of wives, and so many ajuiablc children and' 
fri^ds, on the other, enervate his spirits in 
the least ; but as he bad in former years 
often e^cpressed it to me and several ofliers, 
as his desire, ^That if it were the vrill of* 
pod, he might have some honourable call'to 
sacrifice his life in defence^of religion and 
the liberties of his country ; '^ so v^hen it ap- 
pear^ to him most probfLbte that he mignt 
be called to at inmediately, he met the surQ*f 
inons with the greatest readinessl Tliis 9p* 
pears in part from a letter whicb be wrote to* 
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tht ftererenH Mir. Adams of Fslkirk^ just 
m he was <m marcbing from Stirting^ which 
was only eight days before his death : '^ The 
rebeh^" says he;, ''are advancing to cross 
ike Frith ; but I trust in the Alm^faty God, 
who doth whatsoever he pleases in the 
armies of heayoij and witii the inhabitants 
of the earth/' And the same gmtleman tells 
fiie^ that a few dap after the date of this> he 
marched through Falkirk inth his tegument ; 
and thoB^ h^ was then m so farngpftishing a 
•itate^ that be needed his aniilance as a se- 
cretary to write for some rcinforcebieiiNi, 
i^ich might put it in his poWer to make a 
ttaiid, ts he ws» very desirous to have done, 
iMiBSpressod a most genoine and noble coa^ 
tempt of life, when to be exposed io ibe d<* 
fence of a worthy cause 

149« These sentiment* wrought m him to 
the last in the most effectual manimr : and 
he seemed for a while to have kiAssid theii 
into the regiment which be eommtaded,': 
for they expressed such a spirit io thti^ir 
marching from StirHi^ that I am assured 
the Colonel was oblired to exort all his au-^ 
thority to prerent their making incursions 
on the rebel army, which then lay rery near 
them : and had it been thought proper to 
■end him the reinforcements ne rei|ue8ted, 
none can say what the coAsequeAce might 
have been ; but he was drdered to march as 
fast as possible> to meet Sir John Cope's 

« 8 
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forces at' Dunbar^ which he did : and &at 
hasty retreat in concurrence with the news 
they soon after received of the surrender of 
Edinburgh to the rebels^ either by the trea-> 
chery or weakness of a few^ in opposition to 
the judgment of by far the greater and better 
part of the inhabitants^ struck a panic into - 
both the regiments of dragoons^ which be^ 
came visible in some very apparent and re<- 
markable circumstances in their behaviour. 
This affected Colonel Gardiner so much 
that on the Thursday before the fatal action 
«t Preston-Pans^ he intimated to an officer 
of considerable rank and note^that he ex<- 
pectcd the event would be^ as in fact ii .wai. 
In this vicw^ there is all imaginable retacm 
to believe he had formed his resolution as 
to his own personal conduct, which was, 
* that he would not, in the case of the flight 
of those under his command, retreat ;witl| 
them ;' by which as it seemed^ he was rea*« 
Bonably apprehensive^ he might have stained 
the honour of his former se^vices^ and have 
given occasion for the enemy to have spoken 
reproachfully. He much rather chose, if 
Providence gave him the call, to leave in 
his death an example of fidelity and bravery, 
which might very probably be, (as in fact it 
seems indeed to have been,) of much greater 
lervice^ than in the days of remaining life 
he could expect to render it.. I conclude 
these to have been his viewsj not only frooi 
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^bat was knoym of his general character 
and temper^ biit likewise from some intima-* 
tioDs which he gave to a very worthy person 
from Edinburgh, ^ ho visited him the day 
before the action ; to whom he said^ '' I can-* 
not influence the conduct of others as I . 
could wish, but I have one life to sacrifice ta 
my country's safety, and that shall not be 
spared ;'' or words to that effect. 

150. There hare been such ^ multitude 
of inconsistent reports of the circumstances 
of Colonel Gardiner's death, that there was 
reason almost to despair of my being able 
to give the reader any particular satisfaction 
concerning so interesting a scene : but by & 
happy accident I have very lately had an 
opportunity of being exactly informed of the 
whole, by that brave man Mr. John Forstef, 
his faithful servant^ (and worthy of the 
honour of serving such a master) whom I 
had seen with him at my house some ycaera 
before. He attended him in his last houri^ 
and gave me the narration at large ; which^ 
he would be ready, if it were requisite, to> 
attest upon oath. From his mouth I wrote 
it down with the utmost exactness,, and 
could easily believe,^ from the genuine and 
affectionate manner in which he related the 
particulars^ that, accorddtig ta his own ex- 
pression, ' his eye and his heart weee alwa.¥|. 
upon his honoured Master 'dutu^ the whob: 
time. 
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151. On Friday September the 90th, (the 
daj before the battle whieh transmitted him 
to his immortal crown, ) when * the vrhole 
armj was drawn up about nooiij the Colonel 
rode through all the ranks of his own rai- 
ment, addressing them at once in the most 
respectful and animating manner, both as 
Soldiers and Christians, to engage them to 
exert themselves courageously iu the service 
of their country, and to neglect nothing that 
might have a tendency to prepare them for 
whatsoever event might happen. They 
seemed much affected with the address, and 
expressed a very ardent desire of attacking 
the enemy immediately : a desire, in whieh 
be and another very gallant officer of distin* 
giiished rank, dignity, and character, both 
ibr bravery and conduct, would gladly have 
gratified them, if it had been in the power of 
either. '' He earnestly pressed it on the com-* 
t|ianding officer, both as the soldiers were 
then in better spirits than it could be suppo^ 
8ed] they woula be after pasting the night 
under arms; and also a« the circumstance 
of* making an attack would be some en* 
eonragement to them, and probably some 
terror to the enemy, who would have had 
the disadvantage of standing on the defence : 
n disadvantage, with which those wild bar-«i 
barians ( for such most ot tfiem v^ere) per^ 
haps would have been mdfe struck than befr* 
tar discijpliiied troopi ;, especially wheutibtey 
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fought agftifiBi tibe laws of their country ioo. 
He also apprehended^ that by marching to 
laeet theni> some advantage might have been 
secured with tegard to the ground ; with 
which it is natural to imagine he must have 
been perfectly acquainted^ as it lay just at 
his own door^ and he had rode over it to 
many hundred times. When mentioning 
these things^ I do not pretend to be capable 
of judging how far tbia advice was on the 
whole right. A variety of circumstances^ to 
ma unknown^ might make it otherwise. R 
is certain^ however, that it was brave. But 
it was over-ruled in this respect^ as it alsa 
was in the disposition of the cannon^ which 
he would have planted in the centre of our 
army^ rather than just before his rcgimenl>. 
which was in the right wiog ; where he was 
apprehensive that the horses-, which had not 
been in an engagement before^ might be 
thrown into some disorder by the discbarge 
so very near them. He urged this the rnore^, 
as he thought the attack of the rebels might 
probably be made in the eentf e of the foot^, 
where he knew there were some brave med^ 
on whose standing he thought imder God 
the suecosB of the day depended. When he- 
found that he could not carry either of these 
pointib nor some otiiers^ which out of ttj- 
gard to the common safety he insisted upim 
with lome unuiiual eafnestoesa, lie dropped 
tmm ko^ijmUQW. of the coBie^enea.irhid|i 
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%e apprehended^ and which- did in fact fot- 
low ; and submitting to Providence/ spent 
the remainder of the day in making as good 
a disposition as circumstances would aiiow. 
152. He continued all night under arms^ 
wrapped up in his cloaks and generally 
sheltered under a rick of barley which hap« 
pened to be in the field. About three in 
the morning he called his domestic servants 
to him^ of which there were four of them in 
waiting. He dismissed three of them^ with 
roost affectionate christian advice^ and such 
solemn charges relating to the performance 
of their duty and the care of their souls^ as 
seemed plainly to intimate that he appre- 
hended it at least very probable he was tak- 
ing his last farewel of them. There is great 
reason to believe^ that he spent the little 
remainder of the time^ which could not be 
much above an hour^ in those devout ex- 
ercises of soul^ which had so long ^een ha* 
bitualto him^ and to which so many cir<» 
cumstances did then concur to call hiai« 
The army was alarmed by break of day^ by 
the noise of the rebels' approach^ and the 
attack was made before sun-rise^ yet when 
it was light enough ta discern what passed. 
As soon as the enemy came within gun-shot 
they made a furious fire^ and it is said^ that 
the dragoons which constituted the left wijn^ 
imui^ediatelY fled. The Colonel al the be* 
gioaingof the ooset^ which in the whole laated 
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but a few minutes, received a wound b^ » 
bullet in his left breast^ which made him 
give a sudden spring in his saddle ; upon 
which his servant, who had led the horse^ 
would have persuaded him to retreat ; but 
he said it was only a wound in the flesh : and 
fought on, though he presently after re- 
ceived a wound in the thiffh. In the mean 
time, it was discerned, that some of the 
enemy fell by him ; and particularly one 
man, who had made him a treacherous visit 
but a few days before, with great professions 
of zeal for the present establishment. . 

153. Events of this kind pass in less, time 
than the description of them can be written, 
or than it can be read. The Colonel was 
for a few moments supported by his men, 
and particularly by that worthy person 
Lieutenant Colonel Whitney, who was shot 
through the arm here, and a few months 
after fell nobly in the battle of Falkirk ; and 
by Lieutenant West, a man of distinguished 
bravery ; as also by about fifteen dragoons, 
who stood by him to the last. But after a 
faint fire, the regiment in general was seized 
with a panic : and though their Colonel and 
some other gallant oflScers did what they 
could to rally them once or twice, they at 
last took a precipitate flight ; and just hi 
the moment when Colonel Gardiner seemed 
to make a pause, to deliberate what duty re« 
quired him to do io s«i;h a circumstance^ t^ 
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meeiAeiit bappctwd^, *wfaich mtM, I thinks jli 
tlic judgment of every worthy and generoM 
man, be allowed a iruffici^t apology for ez»- 

Eosing his life to so great a lia2ardj when 
is regiment had left him. He saw a party 
of the foot^ who were thea bravely fighting 
near himj and whom he was ordered tosup- 
portf had no officer to head them ; upoii 
which he said eagerly, in the hearing of the 
person from whom 1 had this accomiCj 
' Those brave fellows would be cut to piece* 
for want of a commander ;* or words to that 
effect : which while he was speaking, his 
rode up to them, and cried out aloud, * Fire 
im my ladsj and fbat nothing/ Bttt ju^ n 
-ftie words were out of Iris mouth, a higb^« 
hnder advanced towards him With a sc;^lm 
fastened to a long pole, with which he gate 
him such a deep wound on his right atn^ 
that his sword dropped out of his hand ; and 
at the same time several others coming about 
him, while he was thus dreadfully entangled 
with that cruel weapon, he was dragged off 
from his horse. The nioment he fell, another 
highlander, who, if the king's evidences at 
Carlisle may be credited (as I know Mt 
why they should not, though the unhappy 
creature died denying it, ) was one Mh^ 
Naught, who was executed about a jear 
after, gave him a stroke either with a broad- 
iword or a Loehabcr-axe, (for my in- 
frrmrat could not exactly distinguish, ) ok 



the hwder; part of his heftd- wbicli war tli4 
mortal blow. All that hu ifaitliful atteadant 
saw farther at this time wasj that as his hat 
wa4 falling off be took it ioto his left haod» 
and waved, it as- a signal for him to retreat ;- 
and added^ what were the last words he ever 
heard him speak 'Take care of yourself;' 
upon which the servant retired 

154. It was. reported at Edinburgh on tho* 
•day of the battle, by what seemed a consi* 
derable authority, that as the Colonel laid 
in his wounds he said to a chief of the op- 
posite side, '' You are fighting for an earth- 
ly crown* I am going to receive an heavenljr 
Qne," or something to that purpose. When 
I preached the sermon, long since priated,. 
•on occasion of his death, I had great re»t 
SOD to believe this report was true, though 
before tlie puhlication of it I began to be 
is doubt ; and on the whole, after the moti 
jiccuMte iaquiry I could possibly make ajfe 
ilnM distance, I cannot get any convineini^ 
evidence of it. Yet I must here observe^ 
that is. does not appear impossible, thai 
something of this kind might mdeed be ut^ 
tered by him, at his servant testifies, that 
He spoke to him after receiving that fatiA; 
U|ow, which would seem most; likely to havt: 
^en awnjT the power of speech: and it. im 
cgrtaiD he lived several hours after he fell. 
If:ther^fore any tiling, of this^ kind, did hapi-- 

giuu it mmi hue be» jiul:Alpattt thit iBitwl« 
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Bdt M to the ^story of his being taken pri<» 
soaer, and carried to the pretended prince^ 
(who by the way afterwards rode his horse^ 
and entered upon it into Derby, ) with seve- 
ral circumstances which were grafted upon 
that interview, there is the most undoubted 
evidence of its falsehood ; for his attendant 
mentioned above^ assures me that he himself 
immediately fled to a mill, at the distance 
of about two miles from the spot of ground 
on which the Colonel fell, where he changed 
r: his dress, and, disguised like a miller's ser** 
vant, returned with a cart as soon as pos* 
sible ; which yet was not till near two hours 
after the engagement. The hurry of the 
action was then pretty well over, and he 
found his much honoured master, not only 
plundered of his watch and other things of 
yaluei but also stripped of his upper gar- 
nents and boots ; yet still breathing ; and 
adds, that though he were not capable of 
speech, yet on taking him up he opened hit 
eyes ; which makes it something •questi* 
enable, whether he was altogether insensi- 
ble. In this condition, and in this manner^ 
he conveyed him to the church of Tranent^ 
from whence he was imm^iately taken into 
the minister's house, and laid in bed, where 
he continued breathing and frequently groan* 
ing, till about eleven o'clock in the ' fore- 
soon, when he took )iis final leave of pain 
Md sorrow^ and lindoubtedly rose to tnose 
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distinguished glories which are reserved for 
those who have been so eminently and re- 
markably faithful unto death. 

155. From the moment in which he fbllj 
it was no longer a battle^ but a rout and 
carnage. The cruelties which the rebels 
(as it is generally said^ under the command 
of Lord Elcho^ ) inflicted on some of the 
king's troops after they bad asked quarter^ 
are dreadfully legible on the countenances 
of many who survived it. They entered 
Colonel Gardiner's house before he was car* 
ried off from the field : and^ notwithstand- 
ing the strict orders which the unhappy 
Duke of Perth ( whose conduct is said to 
have been very humane in many instances^ ) 
gave to the contrary, every thing of value 
mras plundered^ to the very curtains of the 
bedsi and hangings of the rooms. His pam- 
pers were all thrown into the wildest dis- 
order, aiid h if house made a hospital for 
the reception of those who were we*jnded 
in the action. 

156. Such was the close of a life which 
had been so zealously devoted to God, and 
filled up with so many honourable services/ 
This was the death of him who had been 
so highly favoured by God, in the method 
by. which he was brought back to him after 
so long and so grefi an'estrangementj and 
in the progress of so many years, during 
which (in ^e expressive phrase of the most 
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antient writers^) he had walked with him t 
tu fall as God thceatened the people of his 
wrath thev sliould do, with tumult with 
shoutii^,. and with the sound of the (rumpetj 
Anios ii. 2. Sevecal othei: very worthy, and 
some of them very eminent penmis, shaied 
the same fate^ either now in the battle of 
Preston-Pans, or quickly after in that of 
Falkirk : Providence no doubt permitting 
it to establish our faith in the rewards of an 
invisible world, as w^U to teach us to cease 
from man, and fix our dependance on aa 
Mmighty arm. 

]57. The remains of this Chdatian hero,, 
(as I believe every reader is now convinced 
he may justly be called,.) were interred the 
Tuesday following, Sept. ^, at the parish* 
church of Tranent, where he had usually, 
attended divine service with great solemnity. 
His obsequies, were honoured with. the pre- 
sence of some persons of distinctiein, who 
were not afraid of paying'that last piece of- 
respect to his memory^ though the country, 
was then in tJie hands of the enemy. But 
indeed tliere was no great hazard in this ;: 
for his character was su well known, that 
even they themselves spoke honourably of 
hi mj. ana. seemed to join with his friends, 
in lamenting the fall of so brave and worth/ 
aman. ^ 

,,188t^ The* Remotest posterity, will remem- 
llyecfoc whom the honour of subduing this,. 
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unnatural and pernicious rebellion was re* 
served ; and it will endear the person of tli« 
illustrious Duke of Cumberland^ to all but 
the opeOf or secret abettors of it in the pre- 
sent age^ and consecrate his name to im- 
mortal honours among ail the friends of re- 
ligion and liberty who shall rise after us. 
And I dare say it will not be imagined that 
I at all derogate from, bis glory, in suggest- 
ing that 'the memory of that valiant and ex* 
eellent person^ whose memoirs are now con** 
dudingj may in somA measure have contri* 
huted to tliat signal and complete victory 
with which God was pleased to crown the 
arms of bis Royal Highness : for the force 
of such an example is very animating^ and a. 
painful consciousness of having deserted 
such a commander iu such extremity must 
at least awaken^ where was any spark of ge- 
nerpsity^ an earnest desire to revenge hia 
death on those who had sacrificed his blood> 
aod that of so many other excellent persons,, 
to the views of their ambition^ rapine^ or 
bigotry. 

159. The reflections noiade in my funeral 
sermon on my honoured friendj and in the 
dedication of it to his worthy and most af- 
flicted Ledy^supcrcede many things which 
might otherwise have properly J>een added 
here. I conclude^ therefore^ with humblji 
acknowledging the wisdom and goodness of 
that awful providence^ which drew. s6 thtc]% 
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a rloom around him m the last hoursof his 
lifej that the lustre of his virtues might dart 
through it with a more vivid and observable 
ray. It is abundant matter of thankfulnest 
that so signal a monument of grace^ and 
oniament of the Christian profession was 
raised in our age and country^ and spared 
for so many honourable and useful years. 
Nor can all the tenderness of the most aflfec- 
tionate friendship^ virhile its sorrows bleed 
sfresh in the view of so tragical a scene^ 
prevent my adoring the gracious appoint- 
ment of the great Lord of all events^ that 
when the day in which he must have expired 
without an enemy appeared so very near^ 
the last ebb of his generous blood should be 
poured out> as a kmd of sacred libation^ to 
.tiie liberties of his country^ and the honours* 
of his Ood ! that all the other virtues of his 
character, embalmed as it were by that pre- 
cious stream^ might diffuse around a more 
extensive fragrancy, and be transmitted to 
the most remote posterity, with that pecu- 
liar charm^ which they cannot but derive 
4rom their connection with so gallant a fall ; 
tt event (as that apostle, of whose spirit he 
to deeply drank, has expressed it, ) accord- 
Mg to his earnest expectation, and his hope 
that in him Christ might be glorified in all 
^lings^ whether by his life or by his death. 
In the midst of so many more important 
*^^ ^* had really forgot to say unj thing 




of;t}]d:peiyK>Q of Colonel Gardiner^ of which 
i^Yejrtheleas it; may. be proper here to add a 
vor^ or two. He was, as I am informed 
ip younger lifej remarkably graceful and 
Amiable ; a^ I can easily believe it^ from 
what I knew him to be when our acquaint- 
^n^ce beganj though he wa3 then turned of 
fifty, and had gone through so many fatigues 
as well as dangers, which could not but leave 
some traces on his countenance. He was 
tall, ( I suppose, something more than six 
feet, ) well proportioned, and strongly built ; 
his eyes of a d^rk grey, and not very large ; 
his forehead pretty high ; his nose of a length 
and height no way remarkable, but very well 
suited to his otheftiftalures ; his cheeks 
not very prominent, his mouth moderately 
large, and his chin rather a little inclining 
{when I knew him) to be peaked. He had 
a strong voice, and lively accent, with an air 
Tery intrepid, yet attempered with much* 
gentleness ; and there was something in his 
manner of address more perfectly easy and 
obliging, which was in a great measure the 
result of the great candour and benevolence 
of his natural temper, and which no doubt 
was much improved by the deep humility 
which divine grace had wrought into his 
heart, ai well as his having been accustomed 
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felfj have spoken of him ai one of the 
completest horsemen that has ever been 
known ; and there was indeed something so 
sinfi;ularly graceful in his appearance in that 
attitude^ that it was* sufficient ( as what is 
very eminent in its kind generally is^ ) to 
stike an eye not formed on any critical 
aules. 
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